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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School                                                      TUESDAY 21st MARCH 2023 – Term 1 Week 8 

 

 

 

A Note from Ben 

 

Dear families, 

Montessori philosophy does not promote the testing and grading of children or their 

work. The children work at their own level and are not compared to each other, but 

I am often asked how we assess a child’s development and learning without tests. 

Well, the classroom directors continually observe the children in their classrooms, 

checking in with them to see what they are learning, what they have mastered, what 

they need to revise and new areas they are ready to explore and be directed towards. 

One of the many advantages of having a three-year work cycle is the depth of 

knowledge the classroom director has for each child in their class.  

As a school we do not shy away from taking part in assessments when required and 

over the last few days the Year 3 and 5 children at the school have been enjoying 

sitting their NAPLAN tests, partly I think because we are completing them online for 

the first time. For those of you who are not aware of the NAPLAN tests, these are 

national tests of basic academic skills in literacy and numeracy that all students 

across the country sit in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. There is much debate about the validity 

of the NAPLAN tests as they do not assess major areas of a child’s development 

however they do give a snapshot of how a student is going on a certain day. They are 

also an opportunity for the children to experience exam/test conditions, something 

that, as Montessori students, they do not get a lot of exposure to; I think of these 

tests as practical life activities as most people will be exposed to exam situations in 

their life. This year most of our children who have been sitting the tests have done 

so with great enthusiasm.  

Ben 
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  What’s on this term 

Ride to School Day Friday 24 
March 

Beechworth Secondary College 
Open Night Tues 28 March 

Mr Stink Live on Stage 
Excursion (Years 1-4) Thurs 30 
March 

Cycle 1 Picnic Tuesday 4 April 

Last Day of Term 1                     
Thursday 6 April - 2.15pm finish 

What’s on next term 

Harrietville Camp Wed 26 – Fri 
28 April 

School Photos Thurs 4 May 

Mother’s Day Morning Fri 12 
May 

Pupil Free Day (Report Writing) 
Fri 9 June 

Monarch’s Public Holiday Mon 
12 June 

More to come… 

 
 
 

2023 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 6 April 

Term 2 24 April – 23 June 

Term 3 10 July – 15 September 

Term 4 2 October – 12 December 

 

Celebrating Harmony Day with a splash 

of orange to show our support for cultural 

diversity and an inclusive Australia. 

mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au
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Cycle 2 News 

 

Moonstone and Turquoise 

Busy as always, Cycle 2 has been enjoying our weekly visits to the Beechworth Library, as well as the chance to prepare, 

cook and serve some special treats in our classrooms every week, thanks to our cooking groups. Projects are being 

researched and created that further explore our First Great Story, the creation of our universe. This has seen children 

explore topics as diverse as the different planets and various moons, volcanoes, black holes, the sun, and the creation and 

life cycle of a star. Our grade 3 students have been anticipating this week’s NAPLAN, their very first chance at experiencing 

a formal, nationwide, test. They are quite excited, as well as a little nervous, but everyone is looking forward to a 

celebration with popcorn at the end!  

Moonstone eagerly awaited the hatching of our four Monarch butterfly chrysalises. We have been researching what a 

Monarch butterfly eats and their lifecycle and we have discussed how to take care of them. Our first Monarch butterfly 

emerged from its chrysalis on Wednesday. The children have delighted watching it slowly unfurl and then grow and dry 

its delicate and very beautiful wings and they cannot wait to see it fly for the very first time! Debate continues as to 

whether it has the markings of a male or female Monarch butterfly. 

A big thank you also to our Cycle 3, Reading Buddies. The students have all been enjoying reading to their Cycle 3 reading 

buddy. This is proving a special time when the children can read and explore together what the books, chapter or passage 

might mean, as well as practising reading aloud. Some reflections from our students about their reading buddies are 

included for you. 

Turquoise have enjoyed learning about the states and capital cities of Australia, as well as the significance of the Australian 

Flag, Aboriginal Flag, and the Torres Strait Islander Flag. The children have expressed their learning and interest through 

the creation of some wonderful drawings. 

We look forward to sharing some more of what we have been doing in the pictures below: 

The Cycle 2 team 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

Reading Buddy Reflections 

 
He is very kind.  He helps with the hard words.  Luca 
 
My favourite thing about buddy reading is going outside. The books are awesome and my reading buddy is nice. Henry  
 
My favourite book was Black Rock. It was fun to read to my reading buddy. Louisa was very helpful.  She helped me to 
understand the words. Ellah Rose 
 
I like my reading buddy because she helps me read and I’m getting better every day. I have moved up three levels since I 
started reading with my buddy. I like my reading buddy because she is kind and funny.  Ava 
 
What I like about reading buddies is they help improve your reading so that you are able to read aloud and silent and you 
learn words and what they mean. When I do reading buddies I feel like I’m meeting more people at the school.  Chelsea 
 
Roscoe is a good friend and he helps me get words right. I have known him for three years.  Noah 
 
Henry is my reading buddy. I like that he is very kind.  He helps me a lot. Zachary 
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Cycle 3 News 

 

Topaz 
 

NAPLAN Reflections 

I think doing it online was better. I liked it because I’m not very good at writing.  Gabe 

Online was ten times better.  I really enjoyed it. Max 

I liked it online because we didn’t have to use pencils and sharpen them.  Ryder 

I liked it online because my arm would get tired and also I’m not a very good writer.  Otis 

Online was much better than paper because sometimes the paper folded for no apparent reason.  Charlie 

I liked NAPLAN because I found it hard and I like to challenge myself.  Henry 

I honestly do not understand the point of NAPLAN, but I accept its existence and found it quite challenging.  Layla 

I think that it was fine and relaxing.  Theo 

 

Buddy Reading 

I enjoyed buddy reading because I liked spending time with Cycle 2. My buddy was quite 
good at reading.  I also liked sitting next to my buddy (although he was a bit loud). Felix 
 
My favourite thing that we did was help a little friend and I’m helping her learn. Izzy 
 
My buddy read a book about science and it’s fun to help her read. Minnie 
 
My reading buddy was Ava, one of my friends. We read two and a half books.  The one we 
read fully was called “Time for School Ruby” (I think).  The other one was called “A Day to 
Remember”. Sophia 
 

I like doing buddy reading because I like listening to my buddy read the book and helping 
him when he needs. Henry 
 

Reading buddies has been good so far my favourite thing was a book.  Louisa 
 
My buddy read to me and easily got distracted. The easiest part was helping him.  I think 
he’s (slowly but surely) getting better, he needed quite a bit of help, but I think he will be 
great. Isaac 
 

I like sitting next to my buddy and reading and helping if needed.  Max 
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Cycle 3 News 

 

Tigereye 
 
There’s been so many fantastic things happening inside and outside the Tigereye classroom – here’s just a few examples. 

 

Asha, Evie and Casey doing some 

sentence analysis outside. 

 

Watching our four monarch 

butterflies emerge from their 

chrysalis! 

 

George and Kai making mini pizzas in 

week 7. 

 

A classroom meeting in Tigereye. In 

week 7 our meeting was chaired by 

Evie, Kailash was the scribe, Harvey 

was the summariser and James was the 

timekeeper. 

 

A reading group where Harvey, 

Shanika, Evie and Baxter are doing a 

‘freeze frame’ activity where they are 

acting out one of the scenes from our 

reading group text, Wonder. 

 

George and Kai learning about 

Cooksonia in a lesson on the Silurian 

period. Cooksonia was the first 

vascular plant, which is a plant that has 

special vascular tissue to transport 

food and water. 

 

Gardening in preparation for Patch to 

Patch. 

 

James, Gabe and Jenson making up some 

interesting sentences for sentence 

analysis. 

 

Amber, Lyla and Joanna doing some 

plant pampering of the indoor plants. 

They have now visited other plants to 

provide their services! 
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Cycle 3 News 

 

Tigereye Harmony Day Excursion 
 

Today the Tigereye students travelled to Albury/Wodonga for a Harmony Day excursion.  They also visited the Education 

Centre at the Albury Waste Management Centre to learn about sustainability.  They enjoyed a walk along a sculpture trail 

beside the Murray River before meeting with a lovely couple from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to hear about 

their experiences of coming to Australia as refugees. 
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Whole School News 

 

We’re looking forward to seeing as many families as possible ride, walk or scoot to school on Friday 24 March. 

Unaccompanied: If your child already rides to school unaccompanied or you're happy for them to do so on the day, then 

we’ll see them at school. 

Accompanied: 

Option 1 - You ride with your kids, ensuring they arrive and return safely. There’ll be breakfast waiting for you when you 

arrive! If you’d like to join the riding groups (option two below), that’d be great. 

Option 2 - We will have parent volunteers leading groups of children to and from the destinations shown on this map. If 

you are happy for your child/ren to ride with the group without you then: 

- In the morning the three groups will leave from the red circles at 8.10 am sharp. Before riding up the hill, all three groups 

will meet at the orange square (the start of the rail trail, on the croquet club side of the road). Some children will struggle 

up the Albert Road hill; walking it is fine and the parents will ensure that everyone arrives safely for breakfast. 

- In the afternoon, the three groups will leave school by 3.30 pm and arrive at the pick-up points (the red circles) by 3.50 

pm. Due care will be taken to ensure the children descend the Albert Road hill safely. You must be at your pick-up point 

by 3.45 pm - the parent leaders cannot stay to look after your child if you are not there. 

 

 Meet at the red spots at 8:10 am 

- Corner of Last and Williams St  

(parent helper: Kate Hawkes) 

- Corner of Balaclava and High St  

(parent helper: Pat Mickan) 

- Corner of Bridge Rd and Gorge Rd 

(parent helper: Michael Hoare) 

Pick up from the red spots at 3:45 pm 

 

Everyone is invited for breakfast from 8:30 am at school, no matter how you get there!  

Special thanks to Silver Creek Sourdough for providing the crumpets! 

 

School Photos – May 4th  
School photos have been booked for Thursday 4th May with Noble Photographic.  Photo orders are to be made online.  

We will send through a link via email for ordering as soon as this is available.     
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Whole School News 

 
The Warlpiri Encyclopaedic Dictionary  

By Mary Laughren with Kenneth Hale, Jeannie, Egan Nungarrayi, 

Marlurrku Paddy Patrick Jangala, Robert Hoogenraad, David Nash, 

Jane Simpson 

 

Warlpiri is a language of the Tanami Desert area of the Northern 
Territory of Australia. Hundreds of Warlpiri speakers from the main 
Warlpiri communities of Yuendumu, Willowra, Lajamanu, Nyirrpi and 
Alekarenge have contributed to the Warlpiri Dictionary, which has been 
more than 60 years in the making.   
 
My late husband, Robert Hoogenraad, was a linguist and co-compiler of 
this dictionary. He worked on it for over two decades. We were invited 
to the launch of the Warlpiri Dictionary on the 8th March at Yuendumu to 
represent Robert and celebrate the work of all the contributors. I lived at 
Yuendumu for eight years (1995-2003), it was where I started my 
teaching career. Our connection with the Warlpiri people, particularly at 
Yuendumu, has continued over the years. They were delighted to see 
us; they told the boys stories of their dad and the legacy he has left 
behind. We are so proud of him!  

 
We celebrated together, expressing our pride and gratitude for 
this powerful symbol of Warlpiri cultural and linguistic strength. 
The Warlpiri people referred to the dictionary as being for their 
children and grandchildren.  

Our time at Yuendumu was very special, we feel so honoured to 
have been a part of this celebration. My two boys are walking ten 
foot tall, and I have returned feeling very peaceful. This trip was 
everything I could have wished for. 
 
Tameeka (Cycle 1 Director) 
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Whole School News 
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

 

 


