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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School                                                          TUESDAY 7th MARCH 2023 – Term 1 Week 6 

 

 

 

A Note from Ben 

 

I recently visited North East Montessori School in Melbourne for a meeting with 

some of the other Victorian Montessori school principals. It was a privilege to 

represent our school. Needless to say, I was the only principal from regional Victoria. 

It was a good reminder about how amazing Beechworth Montessori School is and all 

the staff who work here are. Montessori is not just for children living in Australia’s 

capital cities which is a wonderful thing. 

Another call out: 

Coming up over the long Easter weekend is the Golden Horseshoe Festival. A big part 

of this festival is the Golden Horseshoe Parade on Saturday 8 April at 3pm. If you are 

not familiar with the parade it is an opportunity for local businesses, schools, and 

recreational groups to parade down the main street of Beechworth as part of this 

fun festival. It would be great for the school to have a fantastic turnout if we take 

part. Keep an eye on your emails.  We will be emailing a link to all families to register 

your interest in participating.   

In other news, our new language program Dhudorah started with Kylie last week. It 

was great to see what a success it was, and I am sure will continue to be. We are 

privileged to be able to have such a wonderful and exciting language program at our 

school that wonderfully supplements our Montessori curriculum and the school’s 

Reconciliation Action Plan. 

Ben 

 

 

Do you like gardening?  

The school would like to set up some working bees for families who wish to help with the school garden at the front of 

the school. This is a great opportunity to help the school and to be involved in the school community. If this sounds like 

something you would like to be involved in, please let us know.  

NAPLAN 2023 

Students across the country will be sitting NAPLAN over the next few weeks. These tests are for students in Years 3, 5, 7 

and 9. If your child is in Years 3 or 5 or you are interested in what these tests are, more information can be found on page 

5 of this newsletter.  

 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

  What’s on this term 

NAPLAN Commences 
Wednesday 15 March 

AGM Monday 20 March 6-7pm 

Harmony Day (Dress up in a 
Cultural Costume from the 
Country of Your Choice, or Wear 
Something Orange) Tuesday 21 
March 

Ride to School Day Friday 24 
March 

Mr Stink Live on Stage 
Excursion (Years 1-4) Thurs 30 
March 

Cycle 1 Picnic Tuesday 4 April 

Last Day of Term 1                     
Thursday 6 April - 2.15pm finish 

Beechworth Golden Horseshoes 
Festival Parade Saturday 8 April 

 
 
 

2023 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 6 April 

Term 2 24 April – 23 June 

Term 3 10 July – 15 September 

Term 4 2 October – 12 December 

 

mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au
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Early Years News 

 

INDEPENDENCE 
Maria Montessori understood that in order to be free, one needs to be independent. Therefore, fostering independence 

will lead the child toward a sense of freedom and self-esteem. 

It is in our Early Years rooms where the fundamental foundation for this independence is laid. The activities that encourage 

the child to ‘do it for themselves’ are the cornerstones of the Practical Life curriculum and foster confidence and self-

esteem. As a child learns to pour water, wash dishes, put on a coat, clean their workspace, prepare a snack, and consider 

others in the classroom, independence takes root and grows. 

As busy adults, it is important to remind ourselves not to do for the child what they can do for themselves. With this in 

mind, the children can walk to the classroom and carry their bag; they can put their bag on the shelf and hang it on their 

hook; they can get their hat and put it on; they can wash their hands; they can eat their food; and they can recognise their 

bodily needs. In the classroom we provide a prepared environment to allow the children to be as independent as possible. 

To ensure independence develops over time, we provide guidance, support and lessons as needed. When making 

purchases such as shoes, bags, containers and lunchboxes it is helpful to consider your child’s independence. 

SPARE CLOTHES DONATION 
Our stock of spare clothes has run dry. If you have any old clothes that no longer fit your child, we would love to receive 

your donation. Sizes 2-6 are most welcome.  

PICK-UP TIME 
In Early Years, pick-up is either at 1:30 or 3:00, unless prior arrangements have been made. We have meetings after school, 

so would appreciate your prompt collection of the children.  

Tiny Tots Playgroup 

The children are loving playtime out in the Ruby playground and enjoying the lovely weather. They are all becoming 
confident with routines in the room; knowing where they can eat, putting activities back, and using their mats. The messy 
art activities continue to be very popular along with the baby dolls.  
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Early Years News 

 

Educational Care Program – Ruby  
 

The Ruby children have taken the routine of our day in their stride, completing our daily work cycle with confidence and 
strengthening their independence with tenacity. It really is beautiful to witness. 

 
Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald 
The playground continues to be a hive of activity, with box construction, dress-ups, an obstacle course, the sandpit, and 
mud kitchen extremely popular. 
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Whole School News 

 

Invoices for School Fees 

The invoicing for Term 1 and annual invoices is now available on the Sentral app.  Payments are due by 31/03/2023 and 

31/12/2023. 

Ride to School Day – Friday 24th March 
 

We’re looking forward to seeing as many families as possible ride, walk or scoot to school on Friday 24 March. 

Unaccompanied: If your child already rides to school unaccompanied or you are happy for them to do so on the day, then 

we’ll see them at school. 

Accompanied: 

Option 1 - You ride with your kids, ensuring they arrive and return safely. There’ll be breakfast waiting for you when you 

arrive! If you’d like to join the riding groups (option two below), that’d be great. 

Option 2 - We will have parent volunteers leading groups of children to and from the destinations shown on this map. If 

you are happy for your child/ren to ride with the group without you then: 

- In the morning the three groups will leave from the red circles at 8.10 am sharp. Before riding up the hill, all three groups 

will meet at the orange square (the start of the rail trail, on the croquet club side of the road). Some children will struggle 

up the Albert Road hill; walking it is fine and the parents will ensure that everyone arrives safely for breakfast. 

- In the afternoon, the three groups will leave school by 3.30 pm and arrive at the pick-up points (the red circles) by 3.50 

pm. Due care will be taken to ensure the children descend the Albert Road hill safely. You must be at your pick-up point 

by 3.45 pm - the parent leaders cannot stay to look after your child if you are not there. 

 

Meet at the red spots at 8:10 am 

- Corner of Last and Williams St  
(parent helper: Kate Hawkes) 

- Corner of Balaclava and High St  
(parent helper: Pat Mickan) 

- Corner of Bridge Rd and Gorge Rd 
(parent helper: Michael Hoare) 

Pick up from the red spots at 3:45 pm 

 
 
 

We would like to give a big shout out to Louise at Silver Creek Bakery who is giving us a ripper deal on some crumpets for 
our healthy breakfast we have planned for the Ride2School day.  

We are still looking for some volunteers to help with the breakfast.  If you can volunteer to help on the day, please contact 

Lynn Frerichs at 0475 063 203 or lynnta77@icloud.com 

 
Everyone is invited for breakfast from 8:30 am at school, no matter how you get there! We’d love to see you. 

mailto:lynnta77@icloud.com
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NAPLAN 

 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students 
are held in March each year. In 2023, the NAPLAN test window is between Wednesday 15 March and 
Monday 27 March. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in writing, reading, conventions of 
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The results of the tests provide information 
for students, parents, teachers and principals and can be used to improve student achievement. 

 

NAPLAN tests are delivered in an online format. This delivers many benefits including: 

•    a tailored test design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more 
precise understanding of student achievement 

•    innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item  types 

•    an extended and more flexible test window, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests 
at times that suit them best and increasing student participation 

 

A public demonstration site is available for schools, teachers, parents, carers and students to familiarise 
themselves with the online tests.   

 

All eligible students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. Catch up tests will be available for 
individual students who are absent on test days up to and including Monday 27 March 2023. 

 

Support can be arranged for students with disabilities if the student regularly uses similar support for 
classroom assessment tasks. 

 

Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have 
been learning English for less than one year. If your child is eligible for support due to disability or 
exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent is required 
before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 

 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by 
parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your 
child, you must sign a student withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 

 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s 
particular skills in reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. 
These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. 

 

 

For more information about NAPLAN, please visit the VCAA website or the ACARA NAPLAN website.   

 

 

 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/f-10assessment/naplan/Pages/Index.aspx
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
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Swimming Carnival Photos  
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

 
*Please Note: This event is organised through the Shire Council and is a separate event to 

the Beechworth Montessori Ride2School day.   

The Beechworth Montessori Ride2School Day is on Friday 24th March.   

See page 4 for more information. 
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

 


