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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School                                              TUESDAY 7th FEBRUARY 2023 – Term 1 Week 2 

 

 

 

A Note from Ben 

 

Dear families, 

Welcome to the first newsletter for 2023. I trust that everyone has settled into the 

new year. Often we have a short week at the start of the year due to Australia Day, 

but unusually this year it was a full five day week; however the children took it in 

their stride and it is great to see so many happy children and so much thriving activity 

around the school as the classes swing back into their routines. 

At the end of last term, Peg, our Italian teacher, handed in her resignation. We are 

very sad to see her go and wish her all the very best for the future. Thank you for the 

two years you were with us. There will be an announcement about the language 

program coming soon.   

Beechworth Montessori’s Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing Program 

Across the Primary School from Prep through to Year 6, our students will be taking 

part in the school’s Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing Program. The program 

tackles issues such as child safety, children’s rights, emotions, relationships and  

resilience in age appropriate lessons throughout the year. You will receive further 

information from your classroom teacher about the program but if you have any 

questions please contact your child’s teacher. 

Safer Internet Day 

Today is safer Internet Day with the theme of Connect – Reflect – Protect. If your 

child is using the internet, please look at the following link for resources and 

information. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/newsroom/whats-on/safer-internet-day-2023 

Graduation 

On the last night of school last year our Year 6 students had their graduation. It was a wonderful celebration, the school 

hall was transformed into a sparkly wonderland for our eighteen graduating students as they shared memories, 

achievements and said farewell to Beechworth Montessori. A great group of children who we are sure will go out into the 

world and do amazing things.  

Warmest regards,  

Ben 

 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

  What’s on this term 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday 7 
February 

Cycle 2 Swimming Tuesday 7 & 
Wednesday 8 February 

Cycle 3 Swimming Thursday 9 & 
13 Monday - Thursday 16 
February 

Walking School Bus Commences 
Tuesday 21 February 

NAPLAN Commences 
Wednesday 15 March 

Cycle 1 Picnic Tuesday 4 April 

Last Day of Term 1                     
Thursday 6 April - 2.15pm finish 

Beechworth Golden Horseshoes 
Festival Parade Saturday 9 April 

 

 
 

2023 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 6 April 

Term 2 24 April – 23 June 

Term 3 10 July – 15 September 

Term 4 2 October – 12 December 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/newsroom/whats-on/safer-internet-day-2023
mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au
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Early Years News 

 

Staying safe from mosquitoes 

Recent wet and warm weather has increased mosquito breeding. Mosquitoes can carry diseases that may be passed on 

to people through mosquito bites. The Department of Health has recently detected mosquitoes carrying Murray Valley 

encephalitis virus (MVE) and Japanese Encephalitis Virus (JEV) in some parts of Victoria. Mosquitos can infect people with 

these and other illness, which can lead to serious health problems for some people.  

The best way to prevent mosquito-borne diseases is to avoid mosquito bites.  
In line with community health advice, families can protect against mosquito bites by: 

• using insect repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on all exposed skin if outdoors when mosquitoes are 
observed, from October to March. Families should always follow the instructions on the repellent to ensure it is 
appropriate for young children  

• wearing long, loose-fitting clothing if mosquitoes are around and covering exposed skin as much as possible 

• limiting outdoor activity when mosquitoes are active. 
Further information 

• A handy guide to help protect you and your family from mosquito-borne disease 
 https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-disease  

• Better Health Channel information about preventing mosquito-borne diseases. 
 
On the advice of the Department of Health, outdoor areas will be treated with a thin insecticide spray to reduce mosquito 

activity on the school site. This work will be undertaken by an experienced professional out of school hours. Similar 

treatments are commonly used in many public settings and when used according to product manufacturer’s instructions, 

are safe, effective and not harmful to children.  

Tiny Tots Playgroup 

Welcome to Tiny Tots 2023. It was lovely to see some familiar faces at playgroup on Friday and great to welcome some 
new families. We will continue to run our Tiny Tots playgroup on Fridays from 9am to 11am. 
We look forward to another year of learning together at tots.  
 

Educational Care Program - Ruby 

Welcome back to all our families! What a beautiful group of children we have.  We’ve had a busy first week in Ruby getting 
to know the children and their routines. On Wednesday and Thursday afternoons the children will be going outside to play 
in the Ruby playground for the last 30mins of the day. We will bring the children through to you from this area at pick up 
time. 
 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/DH%202211311_Protect%20yourself%20from%20mosquitoes_DL%28F%29.pdf
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-disease
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mosquitoes-can-carry-diseases
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Early Years News 

 

Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald 

Montessori learning environments are prepared to nurture children’s natural tendency to work and their love of learning. 
They provide opportunities for children to engage in spontaneous, purposeful activities under the guidance of a trained 
adult. The design of a Montessori learning environment has four dimensions.  
• The physical environment is characterised by furniture and implements, matched to the size and strength of the children, 
and by distinctive educational materials designed to precise specifications and matched to developmental stage.  
• The social environment comprises a multi-age peer group (3yo - 6yo), a trained teacher and trained teaching assistants. 
This dimension of the environment is designed for children to develop both as individuals and as social beings. It includes 
real-life activities that link them in meaningful ways to their home, community and culture, as well as activities that 
develop a concept of their place in the world and the wider Universe.  
• The time environment is designed to give children the time they need to develop. Wherever possible the day is made 
up of unbroken three-hour work periods, so children are able to follow their interests and to achieve their learning goals 
without being interrupted.  
• The emotional environment is prepared so children always feel safe, secure, and confident enough to follow their 
interests and to engage in deep concentration.  
  
The scope and sequence of the Cycle 1 (3yo-6yo) curriculum is embodied in the sets of materials displayed on open shelves 
at the children’s level in the classroom and in the sequence in which these materials are typically presented to the children. 
The resources and activities are organised into four main areas:   

- the exercises of practical life    

- the exercises of the senses    
- language   

- mathematics    
Also incorporated into these areas are resources and activities that introduce children to visual arts, music, physical 
education, science, geography, and history.   
  
Through their work the children develop concentration, motivation, persistence, and discipline. Within this framework 
the children progress at their own pace and with the guidance of the teacher, they have choice in their learning and 
flexibility in how and when this is done.  
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Early Years News 

 
Lunchbox Ideas 
A few parents have recently asked for lunch box ideas, so we have compiled a list of some of the more popular ones. 

Involving your child in choosing their own lunch usually results in more lunch being eaten. We ask that you please keep 

‘treats’ such as chocolate and sugary items for home, as children are often more inclined to eat these than the nutritious 

foods you have packed for them.   

• slice of fruit loaf/raisin bread 

• pikelets 

• pita bread sandwich 

• small handful of rice crackers or baked wheat 
pretzels 

• wholemeal crackers with a slice of cheese 

• Mini Wheats or Wheat Bites cereal 

• handful of plain popcorn 

• homemade pita chips 

• baked beans 

• vegetable sticks (eg. celery, capsicum, carrots, 
cucumber, snow peas) with dip 

• natural yoghurt 

• fresh fruit 

• salads (eg. tabouli, pasta, rice) 

• hard-boiled egg 

• homemade pizza 

• quiche or frittata 

• rissoles, meatballs, chicken 
  

• sushi 

• soup 

• corn on the cob 

• savoury muffins 

• leftovers 
  
  
Sandwich fillings: 

• roast beef, lamb or pork with tomato and 
lettuce 

• cream cheese, grated carrot and sultanas 

• cheese, pineapple and lettuce 

• ricotta or cottage cheese, tuna and snow pea 
sprouts 

• baked beans and cheese 

• avocado, bean sprouts and tomato 

• ham and chutney 

• egg, cucumber and lettuce 

• chicken, mayonnaise and lettuce 

• cheese and vegemite 
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Whole School News 

 

Fund Raising - Ritchies Community Benefit Program 
 
Did you know that Ritchies IGA run a community benefit program?  The program is an easy way for organisations to raise 
funds with no costs involved. Not only do you receive member only specials and offers you also help us to raise much 
needed funds.   
 
If you shop at the Beechworth IGA we encourage you to participate in 
the program and nominate Beechworth Montessori School as your 
preferred organisation.  The funds we receive though your 
participation is used to improve the school grounds and purchase new 
materials and equipment. 
 
It is easy to join by downloading the Ritchies Card App from the App 
store or Google Play, or by going online to 
www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty. Once your account is set up you can 
then nominate your organisation – Beechworth Montessori School. 
 
 

The Walking School Bus 
 
The Walking School Bus will begin in Term 1, on Tuesday 21st of Feb 2023 

The Walking School Bus operates on Tuesday mornings during school terms.  Please note the Walking Bus only operates 

in the mornings for the walk to school – not home from school in the afternoon. 

Tuesday Timetable: 

8:20 am -  Meet at Old Beechworth Post Office (corner Camp & Ford St) 

8:25 am -  Depart to Beechworth Primary School, St Josephs and Montessori 

8:45 am -  Arrive at School (around 8:50 for Montessori) 

If the Walking Bus is going to be cancelled due to poor weather, you will receive a text message at around 7:45am. 

Please check your phone if it looks likes rain. 

• Parents are welcome to walk with the bus to get to know the volunteers and 
how the program works.   

• Please contact the Walking School Bus Coordinator Gabriella Tange or Brydie 
Pendergast at Beechworth Health Service if you have any queries Phone: 03 
5728 0200  

 

 
Nut allergies 
 
We have several students who have nut allergies attending both our Early Years’ Service and the Primary School. We use 
a variety of strategies that help reduce the risk of anaphylaxis through education and by encouraging regular hand washing 
and no food sharing.  Although it is not possible to completely remove all allergens from school we ask for your help in 
supporting our efforts to reduce the risk of accidental exposure to food allergens by not sending nuts or nut products in 
school lunchboxes.  
 

 

http://www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty
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Whole School News 

 

Golden Horseshoes Festival – Help required 
 
The Beechworth Easter Festival runs from the 8th – 11th April on the Easter long weekend.  The event includes a range of 
activities and things to do including markets, community events, historic displays and a grand parade through the main 
street of Beechworth. 
 
This year we would like to enter Beechworth Montessori School to participate in the grand parade held on Easter Saturday 
and we are looking for parent volunteers to help co-ordinate this activity.  The parade entry can be a float or it can be as 
simple as people walking in the parade carrying our school banner.  You are only limited by your imagination.  
 
Each year the festival has a theme.  This year the theme is MYTH – LEGEND – HISTORY.  If you are interested in helping to 
organize our entry into the parade, or participating in any way, please talk to Ben and he will provide you with further 
information.   
 
We would love to see lots of children and parents participating and helping to showcase our wonderful school.     
 

Fresh Fruit and Vegies Needed 
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Whole School News 

 

Safer Internet Day 
 
Safer Internet Day is a global event that brings together communities, families, schools and organisations from more 
than 200 countries to help create safer online spaces. 
 
Technology has evolved dramatically in the past two decades and the benefits have been huge. These developments 
have also exposed us to many risks with real-world impacts, making online safety awareness even more important.   
  
That's why we are calling on Australians to Connect. Reflect. Protect.  
  
Connect safely and with purpose – by keeping apps and devices secure and using social media in positive ways.  

Reflect before we act – by taking a moment to consider how what we do and say online may affect others.  

Protect ourselves and others by taking action – by telling family, friends or colleagues about eSafety and how we can 
help.   
  
By doing these simple things, we can work towards making every day a Safer Internet Day. 
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

FREE OFFICE FURNITURE 

Lisa from Amethyst Room has some good condition quality office furniture that she is offering for free to a good home.  

If you are interested in any of the below pictured items please email Lisa at lisao@bms.vic.edu.au  

Pick up from her house in Wooragee is free.   

Alternatively, she can deliver to Beechworth Montessori School.  The delivery  fee is $10 for each piece.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Round, white laminated top, meeting table 

with solid metal legs: 120cm diameter, 70cm 

height 

Black office cabinet on wheels: Length 

105cm Height 56cm Depth 46cm 

 

Yellow office cabinets on wheels: Length 

90cm Height 60cm Depth 46cm 

2 available 

 

mailto:lisao@bms.vic.edu.au

