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                                                                                                                               TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2022 – Term 4 Week 10 

 

 

          A Note from Ben 

 

Dear families, 

As we reach the end of the school year and hopefully some beautiful summer 

weather for the holidays I am thinking back on the incredibly busy but fun year that 

has simply flown by; it is hard for me to believe that it has been three terms since I 

took over from Susi as Principal. Time seems to go quicker and quicker and my 

message to all families is to make the most of it; it seems like only yesterday that 

my own children were starting their first day at Montessori in Sydney and now my 

youngest is off to high school next year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer some thanks: 

Thank you to all the amazing teachers and classroom staff at our school for another 

year of hard work and dedication. It is a privilege to work with you all.  

Thank you to Feona, Sharelle and Howard for the work they do in the 

administration. It has been a big year, without you it would have been impossible.  

Thank you to the CoM for their work behind the scenes, in particular Dean Cleave-

Smith who leaves the CoM after 8 years serving as President; you will be greatly 

missed.  

I would also like to thank you, our wonderful families. After the lockdowns and 

social distancing of 2020 and 2021 it was lovely to see so many families re-engaging 

with the school over the year at different events including the picnic after the school 

performance. I think we will try for a lot more of these occasions in 2023. 

School Performance 

I think you will all agree what a remarkable and amazing night the children and staff 

put on. Seeing the excitement of the children and the pleasure they got out of it 

was fantastic; it is quite a privilege to see what goes on behind the curtains. These 

performance are a lot of work to put on but the result and what the children get 

out of it makes it so worth it. Well done to all involved. 

  What’s on this term 

Year 6 Graduation Assembly 
Thurs 8 December 1.00pm 

Year 6 Graduation Thurs 8 
December 5.30pm 

Last Day of Term 4                     
Fri 9 December 3.15pm finish 

2023 

Students return to school 
Monday 30 January 

 

 
 

2022 Term Dates: 

Term 4 3 October – 9 December 

2023 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 6 April 

Term 2 24 April – 23 June 

Term 3 10 July – 15 September 

Term 4 2 October – 12 December 

 

03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 
Newsletter 
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A Note from Ben 

 
Graduation Assembly (Thursday 1pm) 

On Thursday night our Year 6 students will have their graduation ceremony. This is for them and their families however 

on Thursday afternoon we have a school graduation assembly at 2pm in the school hall. All members of our community 

are welcome. 

Wishing everyone a lovely summer break,  Ben 

  

Cycle 2 News 

 

Moonstone and Turquoise 

We’ve had a wonderful few weeks in Cycle 2! As usual, always busy, but relishing the events that help us extend, grow, 

mature and experience each of our lives to the full.  

Everyone really enjoyed the breakdancing workshop we held at school, with all of us learning some classic moves which 

we put into a short routine on the day. Practising for our dance as part of the end of year performance, The Biggish Bang, 

became a part of our routine and in between we have been holding various ‘treasure hunts’ organised by our Cycle 2 

students, who wrote the clues in hieroglyphics, cuneiform, Ancient Greek or Phoenician, reflecting our 4th Great Story. 

We’ve been experimenting with some fun science, learning what a hypothesis is and recording our results. Christmas 

preparations are also in full swing with Anna, our wonderful and enthusiastic cook, steering us through some fantastic 

new, healthy recipes.  

Today we’re off on an exciting excursion to cement our learning about how our food is produced as we visit a farm, 

discover what our bees do and try some more cooking with a local chef! Finally, we’re all anticipating with great excitement 

the Christmas craft and our end of year movie and popcorn on the final day of school. Concluding another action packed 

term of learning and discovery in Cycle 2.       

 

Greener Grass Program: Thanks to Danielle Bell for 

teaching us how to save the world.  Eat in season, eat 

Australian / local, grow your own food. She made us think 

about where we are sourcing our food and how it gets to 

us. We thought about how sustainable our food can be. 
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Cycle 3 News 

   

Topaz 

Youth Ambassador 

Youth Ambassador was a good experience as it taught us about money, needs and fundraisers. 

We also played a lot of games! I think my favorite was Massive Scrabble, we had a really big 

board, and around a big yard we had 6 bags, full of wooden letters. So we needed to run to 

each one to get a letter then make a word, it was about adapting and realizing not everything 

goes to plan. By Isaac 

Anne Frank Exhibit 

My friends and I got to see all these cool things like a model of Anne Frank’s house. Izzy 

I enjoyed the Anne Frank exhibition because it was fun and challenging. I also learnt a lot more than thought! I also learnt 

that Anne Frank went to lots of concentration camps not one. Becca 

I found the 28 minute documentary about Anne Frank’s life interesting because it had a lot of old footage and information 

I hadn’t seen in a documentary about WW2 before. Leo 

I enjoyed the Anne Frank exhibition because we learnt more about her life than we did in school. All the things on the big 

boards in the exhibition were so interesting also the copy of Anne Frank’s diary looked so real. Taylor  

I enjoyed the Anne Frank exhibition because I liked the photos, and I had a lot of fun.  Summer 

What I enjoyed most about the Anne Frank exhibition was the video because I got to see how hard it would have been for 

Anne and her family. Jacob 

 

Work That I’m Most Proud Of 

I loved doing the Anne Frank poster with Becca and Izzy because Becca and I got to explore the website about Anne Frank, 

and I really enjoyed that. Also, Izzy wrote a great paragraph of information for the project and Becca put SO MUCH effort 

into her writing and information! Overall, the project was a success! Layla 

 

I enjoyed the project with Felix because penguins are my favorite animal. What I found challenging about my project is 

finding out the facts. Otis  

I am most proud of my war project with Hugo and Leo. I did infantry, Hugo did tanks, Leo did the Navy. I like it because 

we spent a long time on the project. Blaike 
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Cycle 3 News 

   

Topaz Children’s Picture Story Books 

 

 

School Production 

I really liked the performance it was amazing I really liked the cycle two kids they were good at dancing. Becca 

I was excited to do sound in the performance this year after doing lights in last year’s performance. To whoever does the 

sounds next year I think the main thing is being able to troubleshoot.  Leo 

I enjoyed the performance because there was a lot of neon stuff. I learned how the universe started just from one big 

bang.  Otis 

I find the performance very funny and inclusive. I liked that it had a bunch of songs and dances.  Izzy  

I had a lot of fun doing the performance it was awesome! Because we got to put glitter all over us. Frankie 

The play was a lot of hard work and it was easy to learn my lines but it was not that hard to learn the dance. I liked it 

because I got to do it with my friends! Summer 

I loved the play because it was really funny. but I found my speech quite hard because I had to stand up on a stage in front 

of 200 people. Henry 

I enjoyed the performance because, Theo and I, were security and runners. What I found hard was the dancing because I 

had to quickly rush off the stage and perform my part being a theater critic. Ryder 

I enjoyed the performance because I was not actually part of it, I was backstage on the curtains. Jacob 

I enjoyed the performance because I got to hand out programs. The performance was really fun because we got to do 

different stuff. Max. 

I enjoyed the performance because it was my first play I have EVER done (with a speaking role). I found it challenging 

because I have stage fright. Something I learned is to never be afraid of the audience. Felix 
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Cycle 3 News 

   

Tigereye 

Social Enterprise at the Markets 

This weekend you may have seen some of our year Sixes at the markets 

selling goodies. This was a part of their ongoing social enterprise work from 

this year. Many had a great time and would love to tell you about the 

experience.  

Alec – “I shared a table with two other groups and had a great time. We sold 

$30 worth of dog toys, so a good day. We still have them in the cabinet in 

the foyer if you’re after one.” 

Lola, Dellah, Ruby Burns, Frankie – “It was a good day, we sold a few 

bracelets, but we still have some for sale at the front of the school if you 

missed out.” 

Freya, Ruby Brough – “I enjoyed selling at the markets, but it was quieter 

than we thought it would be. We also have some bags, bookmarks, and 

small books still for sale. If you’d like one come and see either of us.” 

 

Production 

I enjoyed being congratulated afterwards by people in the audience- 

Sam  

We enjoyed making up the stand for the World Wildlife Fund and 

collecting all the money - James, Ollie & Gabe 

I liked dressing up and being able to interpret my character any way I 

wanted - Reuben 

I enjoyed doing the lighting - Alec 

I enjoyed doing gymnastics in the dance - Ruby Br  

I enjoyed acting because I could be creative- Charli B 

I enjoyed making the poster with James and Ollie - Kailash 

I enjoyed when we were trying to decide on a name and I suggested 

the Biggish Bang Theory and then that won the vote - Timmy 

I enjoyed helping throw the stars - Harvey 

I liked helping with the costumes and helping the Cycle ones - Casey  

I liked making the costumes, I also really like the argument scene - Evie 

I liked acting because it’s fun - Oli 

I had fun in the production because it was excellent - Lola 
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Cycle 3 News 

   

Production 

I liked saying my lines as the narrator - Alex  

I liked watching the production because it was interesting - Jenson 

I liked it when Cycle One came out - Zaan 

 

Australian Mathematics Competition 

Four students chose to participate in the Australian Mathematics 

Competition this year. This competition is an engaging 30-problem maths 

competition that demonstrates the importance and relevance of 

mathematics in students’ everyday lives. Well done to Zaan, Ruby, Oliver and 

Leo for giving it a go and all doing exceptionally well.  

 

 

 

Walking School Bus 

Final Walking School Bus – Tuesday 6 December 2022 

A big thank you to all our students and volunteers for joining in the Walking 

School Bus this year. It has been great to finally have the bus operating in 

Beechworth. 

Have a safe, healthy and happy holiday season. 

See you all on the bus in 2023!  Bring your friends. 
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Whole School News 

 

Lost Property 

We have a large array of lost property in the Primary School.  As these items are not named, we have not been able to 

return them to their owners.  Please ask your child to check if they are missing any items. Lost property has been moved 

to the foyer if you wish to have a look through it for any of your child/ren’s missing items. Unclaimed items will be donated 

to charity at the completion of the school year.  

 

 Farewell to our Year Six students 

On Thursday we will be celebrating the Year 6’s graduation.  We are very proud of our Grade 6 graduating students who 

have all been great ambassadors for the school. We wish them all the best for their secondary education and future 

careers. We look forward to hearing of their many and varied achievements in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Packs 

Information regarding your child/ren’s enrolment for 2023 was emailed to all Cycle 1, 2 and 3 students last week.   Please 

ensure you return the paperwork as soon as possible and before Friday 9th so we can make all necessary adjustments 

before the commencement of the new School year.  
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Whole School News 

 

School Reports 

School reports are now available through the Sentral Parent Portal.  Please let us know if you need help accessing the 

reports.  If you haven’t already, we recommend you download the Sentral for Parents app which is available through the 

App Store and Google Play.  

Cycle 2 Greener Grass Excursion 

Today we went on an excursion to Murmungee to Bernard’s farm. First we picked some vegetables, then we planted some 

broccoli and then we tried to feed some sheep but they were on the other side of the paddock and they did not want to 

leave their patch of grass. Then we cooked with the vegetables we picked and made a salad and also we made cordial with 

lavender leaves and we used cordial with butterfly flowers. We also learnt that plantain leaves can be crushed up and 

used on insects bites and it helps reduce pain, itchiness and swelling. Then we caught our bus and went to the Honeybee 

School. We pretended to be the different roles of bees and I got to be the Queen bee. We learnt about honeybees and 

how they make honey. They actually make honey by sucking nectar out of the flower, vomiting it into another bees mouth 

and this keeps going on and on until it reaches the hive. We also went around town to find what food is made in Australia. 

Heaps of stuff is made here. We had to be polite to the shop keepers. We get to find out who the winners of the scavenger 

hunt is tomorrow.  It would be amazing if we could do this excursion again.  

By Amber and Charlie 
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Whole School News 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 
 

Inspiration has come to me to create with others ‘something’ that is specifically for 
Beechworth Montessori School parents, carers and families.   

What is this ‘something’? Well, that’s a question I've been asking myself for most of this year!  

What is clear is that this ‘something’ is about nourishing and nurturing social, enjoyable and 
supportive connections between BMS parents, carers and families. This ‘something’ 
recognises that it truly “Takes a village to raise a child”. It further recognises that when we 
parents and carers feel well, connected and supported, everyone benefits - including our 
children and families.  

Thank you to those of you who supported and contributed to our evening gathering in the 
school hall on 5th December. At that gathering, our focus was on exploring the idea of 
“creating a new Parents & Friends group”. Our gathering has clarified for me that it’s not a 
‘Parents & Friends’ group (or committee) dedicated to school fundraising and promotional 
activities that I am truly inspired to create with others.  

The true inspiration is what I have shared with you here: to create a BMS parents, carers and 
families community group that nourishes and nurtures social, enjoyable and supportive 
connections amongst and between us.  

So, if what I’ve shared here resonates even a little with you as a BMS parent or carer, then 
you are invited to complete the following brief online survey. Your responses will help to 
decide our next step, to be taken in the new year.   

https://forms.gle/oAEUdQX2cHASATYS9 

Thank you! 

Sarah Mayes (BMS parent) 

A message from Layla (Topaz), Niyah (Turquoise) and Keiko (Emerald) 

Layla, Niyah and Keiko will be at the Quercus a Christmas Market selling their “Christmas Wishing 

Beans” these are magical jelly beans, in which you make a wish for with a friend/ family, someone 

in need or yourself.  All money raised is being donated to Quercus to give to a family in need in 

our community. Merry Christmas! 
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Community News 

 

Netball Victoria will be holding a Netball Clinic in Albury in January School Holidays 2023!  Netball Victoria and 

Albury Netball Association are working together to bring Netball Clinics to Albury this January for any eager 

netballers out there.  These clinics are for all abilities in Netball, if they are new to netball or have been playing 

for a while.  

Clinic Details: 

Date: Wednesday 18th January 2023 

Times & Age Groups: 

10am - 12pm - 7-11 year old's  

3pm-5pm - 12-16 year old's  

Cost: $30 

Registration Link: https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/userRegistration?organisationId=f5f80fd5-

4705-4810-8cef-790dc47abbbc&competitionId=8c75c3ad-a060-4d54-bbae-c6fb86db3f12 

OR 

Via Netball Victoria Website: https://vic.netball.com.au/community-clinics  

We also have a BOYS ONLY clinic happening on this day - This clinic is for any boys interested in learning more 

about netball! 

Clinic Details: 

Date: Wednesday 18th January 2023 

Times & Age Groups: 12:30pm - 2:30pm - 8-16 year old's  

Cost: Free 

Registration 

Link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9HkyNDYtiNVANsrw5VmwF4MFfvm4UrVYV6-

pfteg0CMwPHw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/userRegistration?organisationId=f5f80fd5-4705-4810-8cef-790dc47abbbc&competitionId=8c75c3ad-a060-4d54-bbae-c6fb86db3f12
https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/userRegistration?organisationId=f5f80fd5-4705-4810-8cef-790dc47abbbc&competitionId=8c75c3ad-a060-4d54-bbae-c6fb86db3f12
https://vic.netball.com.au/community-clinics
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9HkyNDYtiNVANsrw5VmwF4MFfvm4UrVYV6-pfteg0CMwPHw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9HkyNDYtiNVANsrw5VmwF4MFfvm4UrVYV6-pfteg0CMwPHw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Community News 

 

School Holiday activities @ your library 

The Big Summer Read is on again! 

This challenge aims to promote reading over the school holidays for all children 0-18 years of age. Participants read 

books and log them in the Beanstack app. For every 10 books read, there is an entry in the state wide prize draw as well 

as prizes offered at each library branch. To join up visit your local Indigo Shire Library or www.plv.beanstack.org    

Summer Grab and Go bags 

These packs are full of summer activities for keeping children busy over the holidays – collect these at your library 
branch! 

Halve Waste Christmas crafts 

Join the Compost Fairy and her friend Wriggly Worm to learn more about recycling food and waste. We will also make 

totally recyclable Christmas bon bons!  

Beechworth Library Tuesday 20 December            Rutherglen Library Wednesday 21 December Yackandandah Library 

Thursday 22 December      10.00-11.00 ages 5-12 

Amazing hats and bags 

Come to the library and decorate your own fabric hat or bag. You bring your designs and we provide materials and 

markers 

Yackandandah Library Tuesday 17 January 10.00-11.00am ages 5-12 

Dr Seuss Storytime 

We will have a special Dr Seuss Storytime celebrating the whimsical world of Dr Seuss. This is suitable for pre-schoolers 

and Lower Primary children and their carers. 

Yackandandah Library Thursday 19 January            Kiewa Sandy Creek Football Club Friday 20 January Beechworth Library 

23 January and 27 January      Rutherglen Library Wednesday 25 January           10.00-11.00am 

Lego Club 

Join us at for an afternoon of Lego construction with our 100s of Lego pieces. 

Beechworth Library Monday 16 January        Rutherglen Library Tuesday 17 January               Yackandandah Library Friday 

20 January        2.00pm ages 5-12 

Storytime @your library 

Storytime will be on a break from December 22 but we look forward to seeing pre-schoolers and their carers again for 

stories, songs and crafts commencing the week of 23 February 2023 

 

 

http://www.plv.beanstack.org/
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Lessons are $44 for $30 minutes, 
or $41 for 30 minutes if the invoice is paid on time. 
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