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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School                                              TUESDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2022 – Term 4 Week 8 

 

 

 

A Note from the Committee of Management 

 

Dear families, 

After many years of service, Dean Cleave-Smith will be stepping down from the 

position of President of the Committee of Management on 23 December. Dean has 

made a tremendous contribution to our school and we thank him very much.  

Jarrod Maine will also be leaving the CoM as the family moves away. We thank Jarrod 

for the passion he brought to the role and wish him and his family well in Geelong. 

We now have two positions vacant on the Committee of Management. Having 

committed, informed and responsible members of the Committee of Management 

is essential to the running of our independent school. We are now seeking 

nominations. The commitment is approximately 4 hours per month, with monthly 

meetings, reading and project work. Topics include child safety, finance, risk 

management, school policies, marketing and development of our strategic plan. 

Positions are for a period of three years. A working with children check must be 

provided. 

Alison Lloyd will be stepping into the role of Acting President when Dean retires. We 

will seek to elect a new president at the annual general meeting in March, 2023. 

We urge you to consider making a contribution to the school as a member of the 

Committee of Management. Expressions of interest are invited to 

secretary@bms.vic.edu.au by 10 December 2022. 

 

A Note from Ben 

 
Dear families, 

Transitioning from one cycle to the next is a big moment in a child’s school life. At Beechworth Montessori we believe in 

following the child and allowing the transition from one cycle to the next to happen when a child is emotionally ready for 

the move. We also transition the children form one cycle to the next in a manner that suits each individual. Some children 

transition early, as in they may move from Cycle 1 to Cycle 2 half-way or three-quarters of the way through their Prep 

year, if through our observations we realise that the child is ready for the move. The same may happen in Cycle 2 when a 

child starts to approach the date for transitioning to Cycle 3. Transitions can happen quickly or it can be a much more 

gradual process depending on the needs of each child. Presently I am enjoying seeing the Prep children in Cycle 1 returning 

from Cycle 2 after their daily visit during the morning work cycle and after lunch and playtime. 
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  What’s on this term 

Full Dress Rehearsal for Concert 
Tues 29 November 

School Concert and Family 
Picnic Thurs 1 December 6pm 

Parents and Friends Gathering 
Mon 5 December, 7-8pm 

Year 6 Graduation Thurs 8 
December 5.30pm 

Last Day of Term 4                     
Fri 9 December 3.15pm finish 

 

 
 

2022 Term Dates: 

Term 4 3 October – 9 December 

2023 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 6 April 

Term 2 24 April – 23 June 

Term 3 10 July – 15 September 

Term 4 2 October – 12 December 
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A Note from Ben  
 

Social Enterprise 

Last week a few of our Year 6 students were invited to take part in a 

webinar with students from around our area of NE Victoria and also with 

students from Malaysia. It was an interesting and worthwhile experience 

for those involved as they shared their social enterprise stories about 

the product they are creating and the cause they are supporting. 

Please support the student’s social enterprise businesses if you can. 

There are some products for sale in the foyer and you can use a QR code 

to purchase. 

Athletics Day 

The forecast was not great on the morning and there were a few spots of rain but we finally managed it! The long-awaited 

athletics carnival was first planned for the start of Term 2 but had been postponed every week due to bad weather. 

Anyway, the day turned out fine and everyone had a great time. There were many events and races which the children 

took part in. At our school athletics carnival we do not have individual champions or winners for particular events; we 

encourage participation, supporting each other, trying our best and having fun. 

A big thank you to Rob, the teachers and the parents who helped on the day, I hope you enjoyed yourself!  Enjoy the 

action shots on page 6. 

Remembrance Day 

It was an honour for the school to be involved in commemorating servicemen and women, past and present, at the 

Remembrance Day ceremony in the Memorial Gardens. Two Cycle 3 children laid a wreath on behalf of the school and did 

a great job. 

Best wishes, Ben  
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Early Years News 

 

A Message from Tameeka 

I would like to thank all our families for working with us this year to deliver the best possible outcomes for each and every 

child in our classrooms; we could not do our work as well as we do without your partnership. I would also like to 

acknowledge the incredible commitment of the educators in our Early Years program, they work extremely hard every 

day to make our service the EXCEEDING service it is. 

Tiny Tots Playgroup 

We continue to welcome new families to Tiny Tots. Many families are coming to Tots to help their child transition into our 

care program and/or Cycle 1 classrooms next year.  

Educational Care Program - Ruby 

The children in Ruby room have been humming with excitement as they learn and explore the indoor and outdoor learning 

environment. The children have thoroughly enjoyed making egg carton caterpillars and watching the grass grow. They 

have also been investigating many of the insects that they find. Hopefully some more sunshine in our final last weeks will 

enable us to explore more! 

 

Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald 

AFL Kinder Play  

AFL Kinder Play came to Montessori and provided a free session with our 4-year-old kinder children. It actively supports 

child development through teamwork, cross-body motor skills, spatial awareness, balance and coordination.  
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Early Years News 

 

Yarning Circles 

We would like to thank Tarun’s grandma, for donating two yarning circle mats to our Cycle 1 classrooms.  

 

 

Grandparents Day 

It is always special when grandparents come to visit. The children thoroughly enjoyed showing their grandparents activities 

indoors and in the playground.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outside 

The playground has been a hive of activity, especially with the weather warming up. Of particular interest are the snails 

that inhabit the irises along the fence line. A big thank you to Rob for replacing the seals in the water feature pump, making 

it work like new again. 
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Whole School News 

 

Design a Youth Space by Henry 

We met Rebecca from Quercus. We wrote some ideas that we think should be in a youth space in Beechworth. Some of 

the ideas people came up with were having Lego and lots of books to read. Cooking groups would be good too. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Remembrance Day by Ryder 

Ben, Izzy and I walked down the hill to the Memorial Park for Remembrance 

Day. When we got there, we were 15 minutes early so we took a picture with 

our wreath and went to the library. When it was time for the ceremony, they 

read out poems written by soldiers and played Waltzing Matilda and then we 

laid our wreath. 

 

 

Premiers Reading Challenge by Lyla 

The Premiers Reading Challenge was fun.  I read lots of books.  I got a 

certificate for completing the challenge.  I can’t wait to do it again next year.   

 

 

 

 

Doggo to the Rescue – A game by Alec Schultz 

Doggo to the rescue is a platformer game in which the power goes 

out and your mission is to connect the new green power network 

even with the obstacles in your way and enemies that could kill you. 

All the drawings and coding are done by me (with a bit of help). For 

this game I made it to Round 2 of the Australian STEM Video Game 

Challenge 2022. If you want to play the game just search for Doggo 

to the Rescue in Scratch. 
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Whole School News 

 
Grandparents/Special Persons Day 

It was wonderful to see so many grandparents and special persons visit our school last week.  The students enjoyed 

showing their grandparents and special persons around the classrooms, taking them on tours of the school and showing 

off the work they have been doing throughout the term.   
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Whole School News 

 

Snakes Alive 
 
The Year 1 and 2 students received a special invitation from Anne at Indigo Libraries, to listen to Shannon Boland read the 
book she illustrated called “Snakes Alive”. 
 
After reading the book, Shannon talked to the students about snake safety and they all created their own special collage 
snake. 
 
What a lovely opportunity for our students to be able to hear all about creating illustrations for books. 

 

Come to our School Concert “The Biggish Bang Theory” – Thursday 1st December 
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Sport News  

 
After many weeks of postponements due to bad weather, the Athletics Carnival finally went ahead.  The students enjoyed 

a fun-filled day with a range of games and races to participate in. 

 

Community 
Dear Beechworth Montessori Parents and Friends, 

You are warmly invited to an informal gathering to explore the idea of creating a 

new Parents & Friends group. 

Date: Monday 5th December 

Time:  7pm to 8pm  

Venue: School Hall 
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Community News 

 

 

It’s Your Time to Dance!!! 
Saturday Dance Fever workshops for kids, teens & adults in 2022.  
Starts this Saturday the 19th, 26th of November through to December 3rd & 10th!  
Preparation classes for 2023!  

Lead by Franja Bailey  
Qualifications: Bachelor of Human Movement Science, Diploma in Dance & Post graduate qualification in k-12 Education and 
Teaching.  

Dance timetable:  

Junior Dance, movement & rhythm.   
9- 9.45am 3-4 yr olds (guardian advised)  
10-10.45am 4-5yr olds (guardian advised) 
11-11.45am 5-7yr olds  

Middle years  
12.30-1.15pm 8-10yr olds Hip Hop & Street      
1.15pm - 2pm 8-10yr olds Contemporary Ballet 

2-3pm 11-13yr olds Hip Hop & Contemporary   

Senior years  
3-4pm 14yrs + Hip Hop & Contemporary dance  
4-5.15pm Women’s Dance & Movement course  
African, contemporary, ballet & jazz & final class is Go - Go dancing with a special guest!  
(Different genre per class, listed in order of content being taught!) 

Cost:  
4 classes @ $50 payable at commencement of first class per person or $15 per class. (Family concessions available).  

Venue: Salvation Army Hall - Enter by Ford St, front door.  

Contact: Franja Bailey, 0421 024 998   See you there!        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


