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TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER 2022 – Term 4 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Ben

03 5728 2940
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www.bms.vic.edu.au
2022 Term Dates:
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December
2023 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 6 April
Term 2 24 April – 23 June

Dear Families,
When I walk around the school and the playgrounds I am constantly reminded of the
wonderful community we have within our school. Some examples that jump to mind
from the last couple of days are children from different stages working together as
reading buddies, Cycle 3 children reading picture books they have been writing to
Cycle 1 children, Cycle 3 maths buddies helping younger students and amazing
collaborative and cooperative construction work going on in the sand pit.
We are excited to be able to share the following upcoming events with our families:
Grandparent’s Day
On Thursday 10 November Grandparents or other significant family members are
invited to visit our classrooms. In Cycle 1 from 1 to 2pm and in Cycle 2 and 3 between
2 – 3pm. We hope to see you there. If you cannot make this date or time you are
more than welcome to visit on another day.
School Performance/concert
Our school performance on Thursday 1 December is fast approaching. We would
like to invite all families to bring a picnic to enjoy in the playground at the conclusion
of the concert. The concert will commence at 6.00pm.
Golden Horseshoe Parade
As the term quickly speeds by, my thoughts turn to a popular community event
coming up in the new year, the Beechworth Golden Horseshoe Parade. It is a great
opportunity for our school to be involved in the Beechworth community, showcase
our school and for those involved to have a lot of fun. If you think that this is
something you may like to be involved in helping to organise in the new year please
let us know so that we can put a small committee together. I think when running
these sorts of events the saying ‘many hands make light work’ applies.

What’s on this term
Cycle 1 & 2 Music Performance
Fri 28 October 2.30 – 3.00pm
Melbourne Cup Day Public
Holiday Tues 1 Nov
Cycle 3 Music Performance Fri 4
November 9.00 – 9.30am
Grandparents Day Thursday 10
November. Cycle 1 from 1-2pm
Cycle 2 &3 from 2-3pm
Remembrance Day Friday 11
November
Pupil Free Day (Report Writing)
Monday 14 November
School Concert and Family
Picnic Thurs 1 December 6pm
Year 6 Graduation Thurs 8
December 5.30pm
Last Day of Term 4
Fri 9 December 3.15pm finish

Ben
WANTED: Eggshells for Cycle 1.
We are looking for some donations of eggshells to be used as a “possible” deterrent for slugs and snails in our newly
planted veggie patch. We can observe if it is an effective method or a myth!
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Early Years News
Children from birth are interested in the world around them. They observe the natural world and absorb the culture of
the society into which they are born. Children are fascinated by the way the world works, by the life of plants and animals,
by the features of the places they find themselves in and by the customs and stories of the people around them.
This term the Early Years programs will focus on botany and learning in the outdoor environment.

Tiny Tots Playgroup
Our numbers are continuing to grow, with each week bringing new families. The art table has been a hive of activity with
many enjoying painting with stamps, brushes and hands. Some children are also enjoying some basic monoprinting
activities. It is great to see families still coming out on wet days, we are looking forward to some drier Fridays so we can
enjoy spring and explore the outdoor environment and engage in some season-based activities.

Educational Care Program - Ruby
With the change in weather comes new opportunities for the children in Ruby room to discover and explore the outdoor
environment. Recently, our veggie patch has bloomed and the children are helping to care for the new herbs and
vegetables. A few children have enjoyed removing snails and slugs and relocating them to different parts of the garden.
Exploring the vegetable patch has given the children an opportunity to develop and explore their sense of smell, taste and
sight. In the coming weeks we will do some cooking with our produce. We would love some suggestions of some simple
yet loved recipes that your family enjoys at home.

Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald
This term, the Cycle 1 children are participating in either a nature walk, gardening, or art activity on Thursday afternoons.
The activity is the same for three weeks, and all children get to experience each activity as they rotate through on a threeweekly cycle.
Nature walks to Mayday Hills
The weather has been against us on two out of three occasions, but we have braved the wind and rain (and enjoyed our
one day of sunshine) to go traipsing around the grounds of Mayday Hills. Not only have we observed many birds and leaf
shapes, but the children have been fascinated by the gardens and “broken” old buildings. We have also practised road
safety through STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, and THINK.
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Early Years News
Gardening in our playground
The children have enjoyed planting various seedlings in the garden, spreading crushed eggshells around the snow peas,
mulching, watering, and pruning. Please bring us your eggshells so we can add more to our vegetable garden to keep the
insects from eating our plants.

Studying Georgia O’Keeffe’s oil pastel flowers
The children watched a short video on Georgia O’Keeffe’s life and a slideshow of her works representing flowers that filled
the page. The children started by sketching with a pencil before using oil pastels to “Fill a space in a beautiful way”.
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Whole School News
Indigo Shire Youth Ambassadors Program
Beechworth Montessori is involved in the program for the fourth consecutive year. This year we have two children
representing the school and it is wonderful that we have this opportunity to engage with other children from different
schools in the area. Youth ambassadors are given the opportunity to become the youth voice and youth representative
for their community, gain skills and mentoring in leadership and effective communication, discuss and explore youth and
community issues, have a say about the future of their community and create actions for positive change.

Write 4 Fun Competition
Students at Beechworth Montessori, along with students all over Australia, were invited to write a short story or poem in
the Write 4 Fun competition.
Many students enthusiastically and independently spent time in class drafting and completing their final pieces.
We have some budding authors out there with a number of our students being shortlisted in the competition. They now
have a unique opportunity to have their writing published in a book of poems and short stories.
Congratulations to all of our students who entered the competition. We also look forward to reading the winning students’
work when they become published authors.

Mobile Phones
We have noticed an increase in the number of mobile phones being brought to school. Where students bring a mobile
phone to school they are required to hand it into the office at the beginning of the day. The phone will be securely
stored and students may collect their phone at the end of the school day.
Mobile phones owned by students are considered valuable items and are brought to school at the owner’s risk. If you
need to contact your child during school hours, this can be done through the office.
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Whole School News
Water Week Competition
Recently our school entered a North East Water poster
competition for National Water Week. We received $500 to
use towards a sustainable project. We have decided to put
the money towards improving the front of the school and the
Cycle 2 playground with the planting of some native shrubs.

Students working together across the Cycles
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