TUESDAY 30th AUGUST 2022 – Term 3 Week 8

Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

Newsletter
A Note from Ben

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2022 Term Dates:
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December
2023 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 6 April
Term 2 24 April – 23 June

Dear families,

What’s on this term

Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing Program
As part of Beechworth Montessori’s Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing Program
that is run across the primary school it was a pleasure today to host Emma Mackie
from Wodonga police station. Emma presented two excellent age-appropriate
lessons, one for the Year 5 and 6 children and another to the Year 3 and 4 children
on eSafety in the school hall. eSafety is an important issue for all people, especially
vulnerable people like children and the elderly, and it is important that all people,
especially our children are aware of the risks of using the internet. Emma used the
‘Think U Know’ program developed by the Federal Police. If you would like more
information about eSafety please use the links below:

Cycle 1 Father’s Day Morning
Tue 30, Wed 31 August & Thur 1
September – 8.30 – 9.30am
Cycle 3 Student Led
Conferences Wed 31 Aug 2-3pm
Cycle 2 & 3 Father’s Day
Morning Fri 2 Sept 8.30 – 9.15

https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/about/our-program

School Photos Mon 5 & Tue 6
September

https://www.esafety.gov.au/

District Athletics Wed 7 Sept

If you have any questions about our program please do not hesitate to ask.

Italian Day Wed 7 September –
wear something in the colours
of the Italian flag (green, white
and red)

Fathers Day
I hope to see lots of fathers at the school this week to celebrate Fathers Day this
coming weekend. If you cannot visit your child’s classroom to celebrate this day
another family member is welcome or you are welcome to arrange a visit on another
day.
Best wishes,

Cycle 1 Family Picnic Tuesday 13
September from 11.30am
Last Day of Term 3 Fri 16 Sept
2.15pm finish.

Ben

Mobile Phones/Electronic Devices
We have noticed an increase in Mobile phones being brought to
school, which is understandable especially children who walk home
by themselves but a reminder: All phones must be handed in at the
Office at the beginning of the day where the device will be securely
stored. Our aim is to provide a safe environment to learn without
distractions. In emergencies, parents can contact their child through
the school office.
We ask that students with wearable devices switch off all notifications
during the school day. Mobile phones and electronic devices owned
by students are brought to school at the owner’s risk.
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Cycle 2 News
Moonstone and Turquoise
There has been plenty happening in Cycle 2 over these last weeks: from our exploration and telling of the 3rd Great Story,
The Coming of Humans; to our weekly library visits; to cooking up delicious meals; celebrating Book Week, Daffodil Day &
our Italian Fashion Parade; to enjoying our wonderful exercise start to every Tuesday!
Monday afternoon provides us with an opportunity to send a group of children to the Beechworth Library where they can
borrow books, listen to stories being read, ask and answer questions about books and investigate topics they are
interested in. This is proving to be a lovely time of the week, both for the children who attend the Library that day and
also for those who remain behind in a very quiet classroom! Anne, our wonderful teacher/librarian has also been able to
come up to the school to deliver the program on some of our ‘wetter’ days which has been just fantastic and really
appreciated!
We are so fortunate to also have professional, willing and able parents who have also been working with the Cycle 2
children throughout this term. Whether it be through organising our weekly Tuesday exercise, stretch and movement
groups, or through trialing some new, easy and nutritious recipes that we can cook together. Thank you! Your work,
commitment, time and enthusiasm have always added to the enjoyment of being and learning in Cycle 2!
Book Week provided another excellent excuse to dress up and celebrate reading and the magnificent characters children
discover in so many diverse and interesting books! We invite you to share some of our fun and amusement in the pictures
we have for you this week.
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Cycle 2 News
Moonstone
Moonstone enjoyed an afternoon of lateral thinking and problem solving in which the class was divided into two equal
teams of mixed ages, each team then given the problem of navigating their entire team from one end of the classroom to
the other using only a single mat, 3 hoops and a small rubber dot to stand on. If anyone from the team placed a part of
their body outside these ‘safe’ areas, the whole team had to begin the challenge again from the start.
It took a little while for everyone to digest what was being asked of them and to appreciate that this was a team event.
No individual could ‘win’. It was either all or none! Once the lateral thinkers began to come to the fore the students were
on a roll. The next lesson came as each team slowly realised they made greater progress by being careful and helping one
another to succeed, rather than by rushing.
Sure enough, after some time, a little guidance and a lot of collaboration, they had it mastered! Both teams managed to
finish successfully and they had so much fun the whole challenge was repeated a number of times at the children’s
request.

Turquoise
Turquoise Room have been very busy and productive in the last few weeks. The Third Great Story, The Coming of Humans,
has been a particular highlight, with students now choosing an area of focus for project work. Daniel Boyd, our new
classroom staff member, has been welcomed with an enthusiastic response from all! The Cycle 2 children are greatly
enjoying working with Anna Fogarty on Thursdays, cooking nutritious, delicious, and easy recipes. Thank you Anna! Dressup day for book week was a lot of fun, with various wonderful and diverse characters represented, to celebrate reading
and children’s literature. With the warmer Spring days ahead, we look forward to enjoying more outdoor explorations.
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Cycle 3 News
Topaz
Daffodil Day by Izzy, Layla, and Summer. Thank you to everyone who donated to out fundraiser. It felt like everyone at
school really cared. We raised $303.55 for cancer research. It took a lot of hard work to organise this event, but it was
well worth the efforts of everyone involved. We would love to do this again next year; we might even have more things
to sell! Thank you all.
I really love football at lunchtime because I get to run around and play with my friends by Jacob.
Cooking by Taylor and Minnie. We cooked cinnamon and apple muffins. Some were undercooked! The others tasted
really good. We cleaned the kitchen well after we finished cooking. We enjoyed working together, measuring, following
the recipe. The cleaning was not as much fun.
I learned that in the Iron Age they heated up the iron to shape it, then eventually tun the iron into tools. By Isaac.
I am writing a children’s picture book for cycle 1. I haven’t finished yet. It is slow and you have to be creative. It has been
very challenging. By Hugo.
I have been writing a story but I’m still working on the story board. The difficult part is the drawing. I am learning how to
write a proper story. By Max.
For the last while I have been doing divided by, times, plus and minus decimals. Decimals have been quite hard, but I have
finally finished which was a relief. By Henry.
I enjoy putting up and taking down the flags. It is fun and satisfying, to see the flags flying in front of our school. I like that
we have all three flags to fly. By Felix.
I am really enjoying learning about fractions. They are fun and sometimes easy, but sometimes challenging. I don’t need
the box of fractions to work them out now! By Becca.
We are learning about magnets, I enjoy seeing the magnets, today we saw how a compass reacts to a magnet, it went in
the direction of where the magnet went. By Charlie.
My diorama was about the Stone Age, the easiest things to make were the snakes. The most difficult were the people. We
made ‘cave people’, we made cave drawings for the backdrop. It was easy, hard, and fun! By Otis.
Did you know that PM stands for post-meridian and AM stands for ante-meridian? Meridian is midday. Also, if the earth
stopped spinning, one side would be burnt by the sun the other side would be frozen. The best place to be would be the
Equator. Thankfully this will never happen! by Theo.
I love playing Capture the Flag in sport. By Charles
I have been enjoying working with a friend to do some very complicated math. By Leo.
Botany by Frankie and Dellah. We are learning about bush food. There is a bush food that tastes like sherbet. We now
know what we can eat if we are out in the bush.
I am working on a Woolly Mammoth project, I am making a model with plasticine. Did you know we used their bones to
scaffold building. By Ryder.
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Cycle 3 News
Tigereye
In cycle 3 we have been working on our Children’s books. Tigereye would love to show you some front covers and tell
you a little bit about them!

Alex – My book is about a
boy that when he turns
sixteen he should be able to
fly but can’t, so he takes up
flying lessons.

Lola – My
book is about
clouds being
sucked up by
evil robots!

Reuben – The adventurous
Quokka and Curlew
adventuring over the seven
lands.

Zaan – My book is about a person in
Japan and their regular day-today life.

Ruby Br – My book is about a fish who
wants to get back to her family.
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Whole School News
SAT Waste Management News
The Sustainability Action Team (SATeam) are on a mission to make our world a cleaner place.
This week the SATeam went around classrooms in the school to deliver an important message on waste. They showed
the children how the new bin system works and spoke about how to minimise our waste in society. If we start instilling
habits in our small school community, then the children will continue to educate their communities further afield.

Daffodil Day Fundraiser
Thank you to Izzy, Summer and Layla who organised the Daffodil Day fundraiser.
The girls were very enthusiastic in raising awareness of cancer. Izzy wrote a letter to the school suggesting the fundraiser
and then contacted the Cancer Council directly to arrange the badges and supplies for the event.
The girls raised $303.55 which has been sent to the Cancer Council to help with research and finding a cure!
A message from The Cancer Council Victoria:
Thank you for your email, and a huge thank you to Izzy and all the students at Beechworth
Montessori School for your terrific fundraising efforts and contribution to Daffodil Day!
Please pass on our gratitude to Izzy and the students for their participation and efforts!
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Italian News
Kids on the Catwalk
High fashion isn’t just in Italy. On Wednesday 17th August students concluded their study of clothing in Italian with a
fashion parade. They had organised an outfit from home to wear. This involved drawing, labelling and writing about the
clothing they would present. All in Italian, of course. Before the show could begin, a change of clothes followed by a quick
rehearsal was necessary. Everyone enjoyed seeing and hearing all about the many wonderful and sometimes weird
clothing that was on show. Students should be very proud of their achievements. It’s not easy to stand up and speak in
front of others. Let alone in Italian!
Buon lavoro ragazzi. Signora Acca.
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Community News
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Community News

Page 9 of 10

Community News
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