Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

TUESDAY 16th AUGUST 2022 – Term 3 Week 6

Newsletter
A Note from Ben

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2022 Term Dates:
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December
2023 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 6 April
Term 2 24 April – 23 June

Dear families
It is hard to fathom that we are well into Term 3 but when there is a lot going on time
does seem to fly. I am a big believer in giving the children at our school as many
opportunities as possible to be involved in their own and the wider community so
the children and staff are often very busy. Children have been taking or will have a
chance to take part in a number of community activities depending on their age such
as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public speaking with the Lions Club
The Premier’s Spelling Bee
The Premier’s Reading Challenge
District Athletics and Cross Country
Local library visits
Social Enterprise businesses

Other projects hopefully starting soon will be opportunities for children to do
gardening projects with the University of the Third Age in Beechworth and at the
school. If you see other opportunities for children at Beechworth Montessori School
to engage with the community please let me know.

What’s on this term
Cycle 2 & 3 Italian Fashion
Parade Wed 17 August
Book Week 22-28 August
Book Week Dress Up Day –
Cycle 2 & 3 Thur 25 August
Daffodil Day – Wear Yellow Gold Coin Donation Fri 26
August
Cycle 3 Student Led
Conferences Wed 31 Aug 2-3pm
Cycle 1 Father’s Day Morning
Tue 30, Wed 31 August & Thur 1
September – 8.30 – 9.30am

Next week some students at the school are organising a fundraising day for the
Cancer Council. This fundraiser was intrinsically motivated and the students did all
the work independently. They have put great effort into this project and I hope our
community can support them.

Cycle 2 & 3 Father’s Day
Morning Fri 2 Sept 8.30 – 9.15

Ben

District Athletics Wed 7 Sept

School Photos Mon 5 & Tue 6
September

Italian Day Wed 7 September
Cycle 1 Family Picnic Tuesday 13
September from 11.30am
Last Day of Term 3 Fri 16 Sept
2.15pm finish.
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Early Years News
The Prepared Environment
Montessori learning environments are prepared to enable infants, children and young people to learn through their own
activity. As much freedom and independence as possible is given for their age and stage, in other words a level of freedom
matched to their ability to regulate and discipline themselves. They are also provided with resources and activities that
capture their interest and initiate cycles of purposeful activity requiring concentration and judgement.
In the Montessori view the development of infants, children and young people is stimulated by action, and interaction,
within their environment. What is offered in the environment will, thus, largely determine how children develop
intellectually, emotionally and spiritually.
Montessori learning environments are prepared to nurture children’s natural tendency to work and their love of learning.
They provide opportunities for children to engage in spontaneous, purposeful activities under the guidance of a trained
adult. The design of a Montessori learning environment has four dimensions.
• The physical environment is characterised by furniture and implements, matched to the size and strength of the children,
and by distinctive educational materials designed to precise specifications and matched to developmental stage.
• The social environment comprises a multi-age peer group, a trained teacher and trained teaching assistants as required.
This dimension of the environment is designed so infants, children and young people can develop both as individuals and
as social beings. It includes real-life activities that link them in meaningful ways to their home, community and culture, as
well as activities that develop a concept of their place in the world and the wider Universe.
• The time environment is designed to give children the time they need to develop. Wherever possible the school day is
made up of unbroken three-hour work periods, so children are able to follow their interests and to achieve their learning
goals without being interrupted.
• The emotional environment is prepared so children always feel safe, secure and confident enough to follow their
interests and to engage in deep concentration.
Preparation of the learning environment is a fundamental task of the Montessori teacher. Montessori urged teachers not
to interfere with the child’s patterns and pace of learning. She thought it was the teacher’s job to prepare the environment,
provide appropriate materials, and then step back and allow time and space to experiment. Open ended scheduling, with
large blocks of time for free work and play, is part of Montessori’s legacy.

Tiny Tots Playgroup
We have welcomed many new families to Tiny Tots over the past few weeks. The children are really settling in and
becoming familiar with the activities and how the room works. The parents and carers are learning about some of the key
Montessori materials and enjoying the opportunity to explore the Montessori Method with their children.
If you have young children, you are welcome to come and join our playgroup facilitator, Tania, and the families on Friday
mornings in Ruby room.
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Early Years News
Educational Care Program – Ruby Room
In the afternoons in Ruby room, the children have been getting creative with Tania and Elli. The children have loved making
the mobiles hanging from the courtyard tree, adding a little bit of colour and fun to this space. They have also enjoyed
making the sun catchers displayed on the windows of our classroom. These and other activities coincide with upcoming
events:
Week 6 (15/8-19/8): Science Week; the theme is Glass. The children are making sun catchers on the windows, using the
light box with glass stones, and doing shadow drawing.
Week 7 (22/8-26/8): Is Book Week and we invite all children to bring their favourite book to read at circle time.

Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald
Upcoming dates to know about:
•
•
•

•

•

Week 6 (15/8-19/8): Science Week 2022 Glass – more than meets
the eye – the children will be exploring various activities relating to
glass, mirrors, recycling and First Nations use of glass and stone tools
Week 7 (22/8-26/8): Book Week Dreaming with eyes open – the
children in Cycle 1 will be invited to bring their favourite book to
share with their classmates.
Week 8: Fathers and other special people are invited to come to your
child’s classrooms from 8:30am to 9:30am on Tuesday 30/8,
Wednesday 31/8 and Thursday 1/9 to share their favourite activities
with them.
Week 9: School photos – Class photos will be taken on Tuesday 6th
September at 9.15am. If your child does not attend on a Tuesday
then you are invited to bring your child in on that day to be part of
the photo. Individual and sibling portraits will be taken on Monday
5th or Tuesday 6th September. If you order portraits of your child and
they do not attend on Mondays or Tuesdays then they will be taken
on Tuesday 6th September following the Cycle 1 class photos.
Week 10: We are planning another family picnic on Tuesday 13/9
from 11:30am. The children will showcase parts of our weekly music
lessons before the picnic.
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Early Years News
Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald
On Tuesday afternoons we have been cooking soup in the staff kitchen. The most recent soup we made, and
most children enjoyed, was:
Sweet Potato and Red Lentil Soup
Ingredients:
2 medium sweet potatoes
1 potato
½ cup dried red lentils, cooked
1 brown onion
2 cloves garlic, crushed
2½ cups (625ml) vegetable stock
3⁄

4

cup (180ml) coconut cream

2 teaspoons ground cumin
Preparation:
Dice vegetables. Crush garlic.
Add vegetables, garlic and cumin to pot and heat until aromatic.
Add lentils and stock and cook until vegetables are soft.
Use a stick blender to blend until smooth.
Add coconut cream and heat.
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New Victorian Child Safe Standards
Victoria’s Child Safe Standards are a set of mandatory requirements to protect children and young people from harm and
abuse. New Child Safe Standards came into force on 1 July 2022 to make the existing Child Safe Standards even stronger.
The new Standards set out minimum requirements and outline the actions organisations must take to keep children and
young people safe. The key changes include new requirements:
•
•
•
•

to involve families and communities in organisations’ efforts to keep children and young people safe
for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and young people
to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments
for greater clarity on the governance, systems and processes to keep children and young people safe.

Beechworth Montessori School will ensure that all children in our care are protected to the best of our ability and in line
with our duty of care and compliance with the eleven Child Safe Standards as specified by the Ministerial Order No. 1359
– Implementing the Child Safe Standards - Managing the risk of child abuse in schools and school boarding premises.
Copies of our updated Child Safe documents are provided on our website.

There are eleven new Child Safe Standards:
Child Safe Standard 1

Child Safe Standard 2
Child Safe Standard 3
Child Safe Standard 4
Child Safe Standard 5
Child Safe Standard 6
Child Safe Standard 7
Child Safe Standard 8

Child Safe Standard 9

Child Safe Standard 10
Child Safe Standard 11

Page 5 of 9

Organisations establish a culturally safe environment in which the
diverse and unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children
and young people are respected and valued
Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in organisational leadership,
governance and culture
Children and young people are empowered about their rights,
participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously
Families and communities are informed, and involved in promoting
child safety and wellbeing
Equity is upheld and diverse needs respected in policy and practice
People working with children and young people are suitable and
supported to reflect child safety and wellbeing values in practice
Processes for complaints and concerns are child focused
Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and
awareness to keep children and young people safe through ongoing
education and training
Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing
while minimising the opportunity for children and young people to
be harmed
Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed
and improved
Policies and procedures document how the organisation is safe for
children and young people

Whole School News
Soft Plastics
Hi, we are apart of the Sustainability Action Team (S.A.T for short). We wanted to
give you some information on soft plastics and how you can sort them. Did you know
you can do a scrunch test to check if an item is a ‘Soft’ or ‘Hard’ plastic? Some ‘foil’
wrappers are actually soft plastics printed silver, so make sure to check by scratching
the print to see if it is plastic underneath. Don’t put soft plastics in your regular bins
at home, you can recycle them at most Coles and Woolworths supermarkets. Just
make sure they’re dry and as empty as possible!
From Dellah and Leo
Poster By Sam

School Photos – 5th & 6th September
School photos are booked for Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September with Noble Photographic. Photos are available for
Cycle 1, 2 and 3 students only. An outline of the schedule will be forwarded to parents prior to the days that the photos
will be taken.
Orders are to be made online at www.noblebookings.com.au by Monday 29th August.
To order click on the link and there will be a tab at the top right for
Beechworth Montessori School which will take you to the page for
ordering.
Notes for Cycle 1 Parents:
Class Photos: Amethyst and Emerald class photos will be taken on
Tuesday 6th September at 9.15am. If your child does not attend on a
Tuesday then you are invited to bring your child in on that day to be part
of the photo.
Individual & Sibling Portraits: Will be taken on Monday 5th or Tuesday
6th September. If you order portraits of your cycle 1 child and they do not
attend on Mondays or Tuesdays then they will be taken on Tuesday 6th
September following the Cycle 1 class photos.

Fashion Parade – Italian Cycle 2 & Cycle 3
For the last half of term 2, students studied the topic of clothing. They have been learning the words for the most popular
items of clothing and how to say what they are wearing. All in Italian, of course. Students have also been encouraged to
include the different colours in their descriptions. To showcase what they have learnt, students will be holding a fashion
parade on Wednesday 17th August. Students in Cycle 2 & Cycle 3 are asked to wear their favourite clothing to school for
the day and then present it as part of the fashion parade. Please remind your child/children to organise their clothing and
to wear it on Wednesday 17th. We’ll take lots of photos which will be in the newsletter over the next few weeks.
Peg
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Community News
A message from Beechworth Secondary College….
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Community News
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Community News
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