Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

TUESDAY 2nd AUGUST 2022 – Term 3 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Ben

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2022 Term Dates:
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December
2023 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 6 April
Term 2 24 April – 23 June

Dear families
I hope all are well and staying healthy as we enter the last month of winter. After
almost two and half years I found myself in isolation last week which unfortunately
meant that I missed the Kerford Oration on Sunday. The theme this year was
“Australian Education: How did we get here and where are we going?” presented by
Peter Hutton, the renowned principal who quite famously salvaged Templestowe
College in Melbourne from being a struggling secondary college with just a few
students to a thriving school of over a thousand students by introducing a
Montessori programme and using Montessori philosophy throughout the school.
If you are in any doubt about why you chose Montessori education for your child/ren
please have a listen and remember that the things Peter talks about are what we at
Beechworth Montessori School do as we strive towards helping develop freethinking and independent learners and people.

What’s on this term
Pupil Free Day – Staff PD Day
Mon 8 August
School Athletics Carnival
Fri 12 August
Book Week Dress Up Day
Thur 25 August
Daffodil Day Fri 26 August
Father’s Day Morning Fri 2 Sept

Here is the link to the oration https://kerferdoration.org/

School Photos Mon 5 & Tue 6
September

Volunteers:

District Athletics Wed 7 Sept

Now that most Covid linked restrictions to visiting the school have been lifted we
welcome any parents, carers or grandparents that wish to volunteer to help at the
school for a few minutes. This could range from helping on a weekly basis, to once a
month to once a term and could be anything from helping in the garden to reading
with some children. It’s a lovely way to see the school in action.

Italian Day Wed 7 Sept
Last Day of Term 3 Fri 16 Sept
2.15pm finish.

Walking School Bus:
Just a reminder of the Walking School Bus. The children leave the Post Office at 8.25 for a pleasant walk to school. Children
can wait for the bus on its route up Albert Ride and hitch a ride! Parents are welcome to walk along with the bus. It’s a
great chance for some fresh air and exercise before school. The more aboard the merrier.
Best wishes, Ben
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Cycle 2 News
Moonstone Room
The Importance of Punctuation!
Cycle 2 has been learning all about using punctuation. Why was the coma, the colon and the full stop ever invented? How
long have we had these punctuation marks? Do you know?
One use of an apostrophe ‘ is when a letter is missing. Today we call this a contraction. For example, they are = they’re
& is not = isn’t. The word apostrophe comes from Ancient Greece and was originally used in Ancient Greek plays when the
actor turned away from the audience to address someone who wasn’t there. In this way the word became associated with
the idea of standing in when something was missing!
Your punctuation is powerful. The same words can mean completely different things when you make one simple
punctuation change.
Try reading:
Let’s eat, Grandma!
Let’s eat Grandma!
(Are we eating with Grandma? Or are we eating Grandma herself!)
Dear Sam, will you let me be? Yours Julia.
Dear Sam, will you let me be yours? Julia.
(Sam, leave me alone! Or Sam, let’s get together!)
Just like in Cycle 2, make sure you pay attention to your punctuation! Are you saying what you mean to be?
There won’t be a single delicious ice-cream here which will disappoint you.
There won’t be a single delicious ice-cream here, which will disappoint you.
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Cycle 2 News
Turquoise Room
Turquoise children have been learning about the importance of celebrating NAIDOC week. They were excited to explore
various children’s books on First Nations Peoples, histories and Cultures. An interactive reading of ‘Tiddalick the Frog’,
complete with puppets, was greatly enjoyed.
Some beautiful First Nations People’s paintings and their meanings were shared, as well as having an introduction into
learning about Songlines and Traditional stories. A class reading of ‘You and Me, Murrawee’ lead to many curious and
enquiring letters written to the main character, Murrawee.
Here is Tom’s wonderful letter to Murrawee!

Dear Murrawee
My name is Tom, and I am 8 years old. I go to Beechworth Montessori School. I live in
Beechworth in Victoria. Beechworth is a historic town and famous for gold mining and Ned Kelly.
Dhudhuroa Language is one of the First Nations People’s languages spoken in the North East
Victoria Region.
My family cares for nature a lot. Sometimes we like to go camping. We like to explore nature
and enjoy riding our bikes for fun.
I have been wondering about what life is like for you, living in Australia in the 17 th Century?
Where did you get seeds to grow food and how did you get the seeds to produce again? Where
did you get water for these seeds to grow? Also, how did you take care of the Country in such a
way that it could keep on providing resources?
Who taught you to respect the laws of your Community? How did you get a cure if you became
sick? How did you know what is safe to eat? How did you know where to fish for food?
Last but not least, can you tell me what you liked to do for fun?
I can’t wait to hear from you!
From Tom.
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Cycle 3 News
Topaz Room
In botany, some groups are working on flowers. After learning all the parts, they used cloth and paper to make craft
flowers with all parts (complete) and missing some parts (incomplete). Another group are exploring bush foods, making
small cards about the food, where to find it and (most importantly) how you can cook it to make something delicious.
There is some marvellous work being done in the study of fundamental needs and how they changed over time – many
have chosen to look into defence, putting heaps of work into their detailed drawings of defensive equipment.
Others are researching prehistoric animals, such as the sabre toothed tiger, and the Stone Age: diaromas are proliferating
around the classroom, as the inventions of one group inspires another group. Some children are enjoying introducing
their plasticine Stone Age people to plasticine doughnuts and pizza (they do note on their research that Stone Age people
sadly did not have these delicious adjuncts to their diet).
This term, we have been catching up on some of the language and geometry work missed during the past 2 years of COVID
interruptions by doing games in the afternoon – Pronoun Games in Week 2 and Moods of the Verb Games in Week 3. This
way, the class is introduced to some basic concepts without being overloaded with written work. Among other things, we
have done memory games, pulling the slip games, relays to match pronouns to persons, and online Jeopardy with quiz
show buzzers for analysing mood.
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Cycle 3 News
Tigereye Room

Colossal Squids
In Tiger-eye year 4 we have been learning about Phylum-Mollusca, and I did a project on Colossal Squids. It is the largest
squid discovered and can grow up to 14 metres long while others are super small, about 1 inch in length. Despite their
size they only live about 2 years. Most of the squids we have found are in whale carcasses.

Their tentacles are covered with suckers that are equipped with strong, sharp hooks, used to capture prey, and fight off
predators. They live in Antarctic waters but may come as far as the southern waters of New Zealand. They live at depths
of a thousand metres or more.
I like the colossal squid because they are so mysterious!
By James Mogg

Story Writing
Year 4, 5 and 6 are making children stories at the moment.
I love it, and my favourite part of it is the drawing part my (ruby) book is
called Fishalina’s Story. It is about a fish that can walk and breathe air
and is trying to get back to her family. It is so much fun and I can’t wait
until it’s finished.
By Ruby Brough

Meditation
On a Wednesday afternoon we do some meditation for five minutes. We do it to just slow down and relax. We normally
have some calming music and our teacher Kat will say some stuff like let your thoughts just float by like a cloud and relax
your breath. It is a great end to the day!
By Alex Sockett
Page 5 of 11

Cycle 3 News Continued…
Tigereye Room

SNAILS
This term we have been learning about gastropods. Snails have been our favorite so far. We’ve learnt that snails move
with a single muscly foot. Snails have one two little tentacles. At first sight of danger, snails retreat into their shells. They
need to stay moist to survive, that’s why they like to come out when its cloudy and rainy.
We found a snail at school and took it home. But Ollie left it out for an hour and a half, and when he came back the snail
trail stopped suddenly. So, we think he’s been picked up by a bird.
PS. His name was SHANGEE!
By Ollie and Gabe

Whole School News
Morning Snack
We are noticing at morning snack time that some children are eating all of the food from their lunch box by 10.30am. An
easy way to help your child figure out their snack is to place their snack into a small container that is separate to their
lunch. We encourage healthy snack options such as fruit, vegetables, grains, yoghurt and cheese. Don’t forget to bring
your drink bottle everyday as it is important to stay hydrated. Water is the best option. Remember to label your
containers and drink bottles so they can be returned to the correct owner if they are misplaced.

Athletics Carnival
The athletics carnival that was scheduled for this Friday has been postponed due to the forecast wet weather. We have
decided to reschedule it to the following Friday 12th August.

Volunteering at BMS
We have a small number of regular volunteers who donate their time to help out at our school. Our volunteers are
amazing and we appreciate them and all they do. If you have some spare time and are interested in volunteering at our
School see us in the Office to pick up a volunteer pack. All you need is a current Working With Children Check Card
(WWCC).
It is easy to apply for a card, and there is no cost.
You can apply for a WWCC at
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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Whole School News Continued…
Chess and Checkers Club – Friday Lunchtimes, 12.30pm to 1pm
The Chess and Checkers Club, which was started by Ben last year, has been flourishing during these winter months. On
Friday lunchtimes, a bell is rung outside at 12.30pm to let students know the Club is open, and those who wish to play
turn up at the hall, fetch their own boards and pieces, and sit in twos or small groups to play. We might start out with
only 2 players at 12.30pm, but more keep trickling in, till all the boards have been spoken for. Offering this Club gives a
different option for those students who aren’t interested in the outside playtime games, as well as engaging those who
just love sharpening their wits by practising chess and checkers strategies.

Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022
The Premiers Reading Challenge (PRC) is on again this year and BMS has 12 students, with ages ranging from Prep to Year
6, enrolled for the Challenge so far. If you hadn’t thought about entering before, now is your chance!
The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
•
•
•
•

a huge book list (including book images and blurbs)
access to record the books read using your own individual login
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or make a book review for them by
drawing, writing or filming a video.
the chance to win prizes for your book reviews.

Recognising how important reading is for literacy development, the Challenge organisers have opened it to Victorian
children from birth to Year 10. It is not a competition; instead, it’s a personal challenge for children to read a set number
of books (or more) by 2 September 2022.
•
•

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers.
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former
Premiers. To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
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Whole School News
Daffodil Day
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