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2022 Term Dates:
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December
2023 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 6 April
Term 2 24 April – 23 June

Welcome back to Term 3
I hope everyone had a lovely winter break and it was great to see the children back
at school last week looking happy and enthusiastic. Please remember to keep your
child home if they are unwell as there is a lot of respiratory illnesses going around
right now. Please take note of the “Methods of Communication for Absences” article
on page 4 of this newsletter.
This is a very busy term and it all started in the very first week. The older primary
school children who chose to, took part in the Wodonga Primary Schools’ Winter
Sports Carnival. Beechworth Montessori entered a netball team and a soccer team
with success. The netball team should be very proud of their efforts; many of the
players had never played before and had been learning the rules and practising
during their lunchtimes. I understand they improved steadily over the day. The
soccer team won their trophy. This was a great effort but I was happiest to hear
about the team spirit that was being displayed with the players themselves focusing
on getting all their team mates involved. Healthy competition is a positive and is just
one way to develop teamwork skills, friendships and sportsmanship.
Fitness is for Everyone
The primary school also had a new event starting in Week One made possible by a
grant supporting health and well-being that we received from Beechworth
Pharmacy. Lindsey McLachlan from Active Func is delivering a programme over the
wintery Term 3, when often it can be hard to get as much exercise as we need. The
programme promotes exercising is for everyone and focuses on strength, flexibility
and cardio. The first week was a great success.

What’s on this term
Walking School Bus Commences
Tue 26 July
School Athletics Carnival
Fri 5 August
Pupil Free Day Mon 8 August
Book Week Dress Up Day
Thur 25 August
Father’s Day Morning Fri 2 Sept
School Photos Mon 5 & Tue 6
September
District Athletics Wed 7 Sept
Italian Day Wed 7 Sept
Last Day of Term 3 Fri 16 Sept
2.15pm finish.

Observation of classrooms and different Cycles
Just a reminder that parents and carers observing in classrooms is very welcome and encouraged; pre-Covid this was
common practice. The observations do not have to be for long but will give you more insight into why you have chosen a
Montessori education for your child. You will see children working with our fantastic Montessori materials, children
working independently without needing teacher instruction, children working in collaborative and cooperative groups and
children helping each other. These are just some of the reasons why I chose a Montessori education for my children.
If you are interested in seeing your own child’s class, or a different Cycle to the Cycle your own child is currently in, please
do not hesitate to be in touch with the school to organise a time and date. There are no longer any mandates about
having to be vaccinated to visit the school.
Wishing everyone a successful term.
Ben Sockett
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Early Years News
Montessori Principles and their Influence on Education
The ideas that underpin the learning outcomes, teaching and learning practices, assessment and evaluation found in
Montessori learning environments have been summarised in the following Eight Principles of Montessori Education,
identified in research published by Lillard (2005: 29):
1. Movement and cognition are closely entwined, and movement can enhance thinking and learning.
2. Learning and well-being are improved when children have a sense of control over their lives.
3. Children learn better when they are interested in what they are learning.
4. Tying extrinsic rewards to an activity, like money for reading or high grades for tests, negatively
impacts motivation to engage in that activity when the reward is withdrawn.
5. Collaborative arrangements can be very conducive to learning.
6. Learning situated in meaningful contexts is often deeper and richer than learning in abstract contexts.
7. Particular forms of adult interaction are associated with more optimal child outcomes.
8. Order in the environment is beneficial to children.
Note for Early Years families:
Due to our staffing arrangements, it is important that your child is picked up on time. Late pick-ups impact on our lunch
breaks, staff meetings and finishing time.
In the afternoon, across all three rooms, the children have circle time before pick-up time. We ask that families wait in the
courtyard for your child so as not to disturb the other children during this time. The children are practising important skills
such as listening, speaking, following instructions, turn taking, and respecting others. The current Department of Education
and Training COVIDSafe Guide encourages services to continue external drop-off and pick-up.

Tiny Tots Playgroup
We welcome all families to experience the joy and beauty of our Beechworth Montessori Tiny Tots playgroup for free. It
is facilitated by a staff member who has early years qualifications, is a Mother Goose facilitator and has been a parent at
the school for 20 years. Come and join us on Friday mornings from 9am to 11am. It is a great opportunity to meet families
and experience a Montessori environment.

Educational Care Program (Ruby Room)
Welcome to Term 3 Ruby families. Our new routines and staffing have been accepted with ease by the children. On
Mondays Elli works in the room by herself as our numbers are quite low. On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Jules
and Elli are together in the room, to greet all the families and move through our morning cycle. Then Tania comes across
to assist with afternoons, while Jules works in Cycle 1.
The exploration of independence, movement and art have been our focus of late. We also celebrate how much the
children have grown with their abilities over the break.
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Cycle 1 News
Cycle 1 (Amethyst and Emerald Rooms)
At the end of last term, the Cycle 1 children performed The Very Hungry Caterpillar for their families on the stage in our
school hall. Their term filled with practise and rehearsal all came together beautifully on the day; the children performed
with pride and confidence. It was magnificent to see so many families in one space, and the picnic afterwards was abuzz
with chatter and laughter. The children were very keen to show their families their classroom and their favourite
activities.
During the school holidays we had more work done in our playground. The most impressive and noisy installations are
the thongaphones and chimes under the oak tree. We also have astro turf on the three sets of steps that lead to the top
of the playground. Our playground is looking good and offers a variety of play experiences.

Last week, the children watched snippets of the Play School: Acknowledgement of County episode. We have added the
link for you to watch together as a family.
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/play-school-acknowledgement-of-country/video/CK1911H001S00
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Whole School News
METHOD OF COMMUNICATION FOR ABSENCES AND DAILY MESSAGES
To meet legislative requirements we are required to record student attendance and the reason for any absences. You can
notify us of your child/rens absence in one of the following ways:
-

Submit a parent notified absence through your Sentral account. Go to the absences section and click on Notify
of an absence.
Send an email to admin@bms.vic.edu.au (you may also copy in the classroom teacher).
Phone the Office on 03 5728 2940.

If you need to get a message to your child during the school day (such as a change to the plans as to how they are getting
home, please call the Office or email admin@bms.vic.edu.au to let us know BEFORE 3pm. All messages are delivered to
classrooms at 3pm.
The above methods of contacting us are the prefered options. If you email an individual staff member and they happen
to be absent from school the message may not be received.

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RATs) AND COVID NOTIFICATION
The Victorian Government has decided to continue the provision of Rapid Antigen Tests to schools during Terms 3 and 4.
This means we will be able to provide RATs to parents, carers, staff, and students on request, as there is no longer the
requirement for weekly/daily testing of students and staff. If you find yourself in short supply and you require additional
RATs please let us know.
As per Government requirements, we will continue to provide families with notification of COVID positive cases to affected
year level groups via email.

WALKING SCHOOL BUS
The Walking School Bus is set to recommence next week – Tuesday 26 July at 8.20am at the Old Post Office
The route:
- Meet at the Beechworth Post Office - 8:20am
- Depart to Beechworth Primary School, St Josephs & Montessori - 8:25am
- Children can meet the bus at any point along the way
- Parents are welcome to walk with the Bus.
What to do to join in:
- Collect registration and consent forms from the school office
- Complete forms and return to school
What happens if weather is inclement:
- A text message will be sent to all registered participants
What to do if your child is unwell and unable to attend:
- Please let us know if your child is unable to attend
- Text the WSB phone on 0428 607 391
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Winter Sport Carnival News
Netball
On Friday we played 8 games of netball in the Winter Sports Carnival. The games were only ten minutes each. We won a
game 3 - 0 and drew another. We had a lot of fun, we even had fun in the training during lunchtime. Some of us weren’t
so lucky and got some balls to their face like Ruby whose braces came out, but mostly it was just blood noses and sore
heads.
We saw lots of friends from other schools. We were pretty good at listening, but some kids ran off to play. We shot 6 goals
in the whole day. We played against lots of schools we didn’t know and some we did.
Quotes from students…...
Ruby - The hardest part was probably when my braces came out and
it was sticking in my gums, but I also found being against someone was
also hard.
Lola – What I found fun was versing other schools and people I know.
Alec – I enjoyed being in WD position.
Casey – Something I found hard was shooting goals.
Evie – What I found hard was trying to get in front of my opponent.
Frankie – I liked when I had free time to play on the playground.
Izzy – I enjoyed seeing my friends and playing centre.
Becca – I found defending very hard.
Taylor – I enjoyed playing netball it was fun.
Kailash – I enjoyed the netball in general.
Written by Ruby Brough and Lola Schultz

Soccer
Cycle 3 classrooms went to the Winter Sports Carnival in Wodonga. We went on the bus to Kelly Park to play soccer and
netball. It took us about 30 minutes to get there and there was a lot of chatting and people seemed happy to go.
The scores (before lunch):
Kiewa vs BMS A: 1-4
St Monica vs BMS B: 0-4
Melrose vs BMS A: 0-7
Mt Beauty vs BMS B: 1-1
St Joes vs BMS A: 0-5
After these games BMS had a 20 min break where everybody relaxed
and ate their lunch. There was still lots of energy, so people were able
to keep running around.
The scores (after lunch):
Kiewa vs BMS B: 0-4
St Monica vs BMS A: 3-1
After a 40-minute break for a quick drink of water, then there were two more matches.
Chiltern vs BMS B: 0-3
MT Beauty vs BMS A: 2-2
BMS A won three of their games and drew twice against Mount Beauty. BMS B won four and drew one match. We got to
sit and listen to the presentation. It was very exciting to hear that we (BMS B) won the trophy.
Thanks to Rob for organizing and Kat, Kim and Alison for coming and helping out. We are looking forward to Winter Sport
when it happens again.
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Wanted
Donations:
We are looking for donations of metal jam jar lids, unwanted cds, tin cans, old
metal cutlery and old metal cookie cutters. If you can help, please drop them
in to the collection box in the school reception area.

Parent Helpers:
We are having our Italian Day on Wednesday 7th September and we need
some parents to help out with the pizza oven. If you can help please let the
school reception know.

Community News
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Community News

All Aboard the Walking School Bus!
The Walking School Bus allows children to build more exercise into
their daily life and develop road safety skills. Children walk to
school with their peers supervised by volunteers who are
registered with the Beechworth Health Service Volunteer Program
and who have completed training and a Working with Children
Check. The Walking Bus is coordinated by Beechworth Health
Service as part of the Health Promotion program.
The Walking School Bus walks on Tuesday Mornings during school terms
starting Term 3 - 26 July 2022.
Please note the bus walks in the morning not home from school in the afternoon.
The Route:
Meet at the Beechworth Post Office - 8:20am
Depart to Beechworth Primary School, St Josephs & Montessori - 8:25am
Children can meet the bus at any point along the way
Parents are welcome to walk with the Bus.
Children need to be registered to join the Walking School Bus – please complete the attached forms
and return to the school office.
For more information call Beechworth Health Service: 03 5728 0200 or
hayley.jensen@beechworthhealth.org.au

Lessons are $43 for 30 minutes,
or $40 for 30 minutes if the invoice is paid on time.
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