TUESDAY 22nd MARCH 2022 – Term 1 Week 8

Newsletter
A Note from Susi

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au

2022 Term Dates:
Term 1 31 January – 8 April
Term 2 26 April – 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December

I have a long association with Beechworth Montessori > 23 years and what drives
this connection for me is the big picture of Montessori education - learning and
citizenship.
At Beechworth Montessori, children are learning about the world, they are learning
to form local and global connections, they are learning how to successfully handle
the issues that we face in our community and the world in a peaceful way, through
restorative practice. It is about being part of our community and choosing to
contribute to making the world a better place.
I am often asked how such a large, well-established Montessori school ended up in
this small regional town of Beechworth? Originating from a small group of
passionate parents and families, Beechworth Montessori continues to offer choice
in education, playing an important role in our community. We welcome all families;
we work hard to meet the needs of every student and the organisation continues to
grow.
As we emerge from the impact of COVID, reconnecting with community is foremost
in our minds. Last Thursday, the parent engagement session was well-attended,
informative, and an opportunity to ask questions and engage in discussion. This
Friday it is the National Ride to School Day community breakfast. We hope you can
drop in, enjoy, and meet others in our community.
Finally, a big thank you to:
The Committee of Management (CoM), and the president, Dean Cleave-Smith, for
supporting me in this role over the past 5 years.
The staff for your professionalism, talents, and strength in collaboration.
Our families for trusting us with your most precious assets, your children.
The children and students, you are the inspiration!
Welcome to Ben Sockett, it is an exciting time for Beechworth Montessori!
Warm regards,
Susi
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What’s on this term
Topaz Student Led Conferences
Wed 23 March 2.00-3.45pm
Tigereye Parent/Teacher
Interviews Wed 23, Thur 24 &
Thur 31 March 3.30 – 5.00pm
National Ride to School Day
Fri 25 March (with breakfast
from 8.30am)
13 Storey Treehouse
Performance Excursion (Years 1,
2, 3 & 4) Tue 29 March
Webinar with Dr Andrew Fuller
Tue 29 March, 8.00-9.00pm
Cycle 3 Culture Camp in
Melbourne Mon 4 April – Wed 6
April
Term 1 Ends – 2.15pm finish
Fri 8 April

Early Years News
INDEPENDENCE
Maria Montessori understood that in order to be free, one needs to be independent. Therefore, fostering independence
will lead the child toward a sense of freedom and self-esteem.
It is in the Children’s House (3-6 year old, Cycle 1 classroom) where the foundations of independence are built. The
activities that encourage the child to “do for themselves” are the cornerstones of the Practical Life curriculum and foster
confidence and self-esteem. As a child learns to pour water, wash dishes, put on a coat, clean their workspace, prepare a
snack, and consider others in the classroom, independence takes root and grows.
“Help me to help myself.” Independence and the Montessori
Philosophy by Jennifer Shields
Maria Montessori had an innovative perspective regarding education.
She did not look at a set of skills or a body of knowledge. Instead, she
focused on the development of the whole person over the course of
gaining maturity: “Montessori saw education as a means whereby
children might develop their personalities so as to eventually achieve a
mature and independent adulthood.” (Maria Montessori, Education for
Human Development) Isn’t that what each of us wants? For our child to
become an adult who can make good decisions, who feels confident and
knows themselves? Who can both accept their reality and work to make
the world a better place? The fundamental foundation for this
independence is laid at the beginning of a child’s life. Here is the link if
you would like to read more: http://montessoriguide.org/help-me-to-help-myself/

Educational Care Program - Ruby Room
What does independence look like in the Educational Care Program
In the Ruby room staff guide children, dependent on their developmental skills, to independently fulfill their daily routine.
Staff prepare an environment where this independence is achievable for children; staff will assist children a little more in
the Ruby room as the children consolidate their physical development. We ask that families help assist this independence
by ensuring clothing, shoes, bags, lunchboxes and water bottles are considered in your child’s independence.
We ask that during toilet training for young children that pulling down pants/shorts/skirts/ underwear/pull-ups be
practiced at home as this step assists in the independence of the child.
At pick-up we would like to remind families to wait in the courtyard for staff to bring your child through the room to you.
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Early Years News Continued…
Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald
What does independence look like in Cycle 1?
As busy adults it is important to remind ourselves not to do for the child what they can do for themselves. When making
purchases such as shoes, bags, containers, water bottles, and lunchboxes it is helpful to consider your child’s
independence. Please support your child by encouraging them to independently:






dress themselves;
carry their bag;
walk to the Cycle 1 entry;
sanitise their hands; and
walk to the bag area.

Staff will support the children to get their hat and put it on before going off to play. In the classroom we provide a prepared
environment to allow the children to be as independent as possible; to ensure independence develops over time we
provide guidance, support and lessons as needed.

HALVEWASTE INCURSION
Penny from HalveWaste came to visit with her three small wheelie bins. She spoke to us about landfill, recycling, and
composting, and the items that go in the red, yellow and green-lidded bins. Penny showed us a piece of polystyrene, what
it looks like when it is melted down, and a photo frame that was made from this product. She also showed us a soft toy
that was made from recycled plastic bottles. The highlight of the incursion for the children was selecting a piece of waste
and deciding which bin to put it in. Many of the children looked at the pictures on the top of the bin to help with their
decision.

SCHOOL READINESS FUNDING
This year the priority for our School Readiness funding is Communication
(Language Development). We have identified professional development
based around using music as a way to support language development. We
have also employed a speech therapist to work across both Cycle 1
classrooms focusing particularly on social skills, co-operative learning and
articulation. We welcome this expert support for the children and staff.
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Whole School News

We’re looking forward to seeing as many families as possible ride, walk or scoot to school on Friday 25 March.
Unaccompanied: If your child already rides to school unaccompanied or you're happy for them to do so on the day, then
we’ll see them at school.
Accompanied:
Option 1 - You ride with your kids, ensuring they arrive and return safely. There’ll be breakfast waiting for you when you
arrive! If you’d like to join the riding groups (option two below), that’d be great.
Option 2 - We will have parent volunteers leading groups of children to and from the destinations shown on this map. If
you are happy for your child/ren to ride with the group without you then:
- In the morning the three groups will leave from the red circles at 8.15 am sharp. Before riding up the hill, all three groups
will meet up at the orange square (start of the rail trail, on the croquet club side of the road). Some children will struggle
up the Albert Road hill; walking it is fine and the parents will ensure that everyone arrives safely for breakfast.
- In the afternoon, the three groups will leave school by 3.30 pm and arrive at the pick-up points (the red circles) by 3.50
pm. Due care will be taken to ensure the children descend the Albert Road hill safely. You must be at your pick-up point
by 3.45 pm - the parent leaders cannot stay to look after your child if you are not there.

Meet at the red spots at 8:15 am
- Corner of Last and Williams St
- Corner of Balaclava and High St
- Corner of Bridge Rd and Gorge Rd
Pick up from the red spots at 3:45 pm

Everyone is invited for breakfast from 8:30am at school,
no matter how you get there! We’d love to see you.
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Community News
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Community News
From March 1st – 31st Lisa and Aimee are making a splash in the Laps for Life challenge. If you would like to help support
their goals with a donation, visit
https://www.lapsforlife.com.au/fundraisers/aimeeshea
https://www.lapsforlife.com.au/fundraisers/lisaoconnor
All monies raised will help support youth mental health providing vital funds for the Reach Out organisation. Reach Out
is the most accessed online mental health service for young people in Australia.
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Music News
Guitar/bass/ukulele/voice/flute/tin-whistle lessons with Kirsty Pittman
I offer instrumental lessons to students of all ages, utilising holistic approaches which enable young students to
learn quickly and naturally, as they do their mother tongue. The method is a ground-breaking teaching approach
that focuses on the fundamental elements of learning the instrument. Drawing on the philosophies of Maria
Montessori, it uses tactile objects and visuals to teach beginners how to play the instrument.
This method teaches students to recognise and play intervals all along their instrument, play fun pieces quickly
and easily, and read independently, using alternative notation.
Once the student has mastered the physical aspect of playing, I then introduce conventional notation. For
students who show adequate capacity and dedication I also offer the AMEB exam program guitar, ukulele, bass
guitar, voice and flute.
My lessons are always fun and engaging, teach good technique and practise habits, and are individually tailored
to inspire students. Students will have the opportunity to perform in concerts.
For more information or for expressions of interest, please contact me via email:
kirstyelizapittmanmusic@gmail.com as soon as possible.
I am a Melbourne Conservatorium trained jazz, contemporary and classical guitarist, and composer (BMusic
with Hons, Melbourne University) and an instrumental teacher with 17 years of teaching experience.
Phone: 0467448903

“ Kirsty will be demonstrating all of the instruments available in the music classes this Friday 25th March.”
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