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                                                                                                       TUESDAY 31st MAY 2022 – Term 2 Week 6 

 

 

 

A Note from Ben 

 

Dear families, 

Reconciliation Week 

This week the school is celebrating Reconciliation Week as part of our Reconciliation 

Action Plan (RAP). As a school we recognise that reconciliation is important not just 

for Australia’s First Nations but for all Australians. During art, Kylie has been 

discussing Aboriginal culture and the Primary classrooms have created an artwork 

that helps the children recognise the great connection Australia’s First Nations have 

with the land due to the enormous length of time they have lived here in comparison 

to the short time since the first European colonists. 

Facebook and Sentral 

Please remember to check out our Facebook pages: ‘Beechworth Montessori School’ 

and ‘Beechworth Montessori Families’. The school is endeavouring to make more 

use of these pages with regular posts about what is happening around the school. 

We also have our new portal system, Sentral, up and running. Please make sure that 

you have created your Sentral account.  

eSafety 

With communication on my mind, many children are accessing the internet at some 

point. The eSafety Commissioner has a website with lots of information in regards to 

keeping children safe online. There are webinars for parents which may be of 

interest. A few years back I attended a police run course that was a real eye opener 

to what technology is out there. If your child is using the internet I highly recommend 

getting informed about eSafety. If there is demand, I will see about getting some 

parent education for this area. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

 

COVID/Influenza and Staffing 

We have been very fortunate to date, but not unaffected by COVID. Many schools in the region are closing classrooms 

due to staff shortages and the children are being asked to stay home. I am very hopeful that we will not have to do this 

but there are chronic teacher shortages in the region with virtually no available relief teachers. With the increasing number 

of cases of COVID at the school there is a strong likelihood that I may have to merge some classes for a day to get us 

through this awkward time. Please be assured we are all working hard to keep the school operating as normal. 

Best wishes and try to stay warm, 

Ben 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

 What’s on this term 

Reconciliation Week begins     
27 May – 3 June 

Pyjama Day – Cycle 2 & 3 
Thursday 2 June (Gold coin 
donation) 

PUPIL FREE DAY Report Writing 
Fri 10 June 

Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
Mon 13 June 

Cycle 1 Hungry Caterpillar 
Performance & Picnic      
Thursday 23 June - 11am 

Last Day of Term 2 Fri 24 June 
2.15pm 

 

 

 
 

2022 Term Dates: 

Term 1 31 January – 8 April 

Term 2 26 April – 24 June 

Term 3 11 July – 16 September 

Term 4 3 October – 9 December 

 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au
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Reconciliation Week Artwork 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years News 

 

SENSITIVE PERIODS 
Maria Montessori devoted her lifetime to the observation of children engaged in freely chosen activity. This allowed her 
to map the development of children in terms of the ebb and flow of intense interest in specific aspects of the environment 
(Feez: 2013:20). Montessori labelled these periods of intense interest as Sensitive Periods.   
They appear in a child as “an intense interest for repeating certain actions at length, for no obvious reason, until – because 
of this repetition – a fresh function suddenly appears with explosive force” (Montessori: 1964: 97).  
  

TINY TOTS PLAYGROUP   
Tiny Tots has been back and running since the middle of Term 1. Families have settled well into the routine of our 
playgroup and have enjoyed being able to connect with other families in a friendly space filled with beautiful activities. 
Both the indoor and outdoor environments have been popular, along with circle time inspired by the songs, stories and 
rhymes from the Mother Goose program.  
  
If you know a family who has young children, please let them know we welcome all families to experience the joy and 
beauty of our Beechworth Montessori Tiny Tots playgroup. Come and join us on Friday mornings from 9am to 11am. It is 
a great opportunity to meet families while spending time working with your child in an environment designed for young 
children. It is a great introduction to Montessori education.  
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 Early Years News 

 

Cycle 1 – Amethyst and Emerald Rooms 

New Outdoor Furniture  
This term we were lucky enough to access COVID ventilation funding to purchase new tables and chairs for our outdoor 
area. The tables are height adjustable, so the children can now happily eat at a perfect height. Some of the older furniture 
has been moved further along the verandah to provide spaces for quiet activities, art, and small group lessons.   

Clothing  
In line with COVID regulations, we will continue to play and eat outside as much as possible. Whilst your child may not be 
cold when you leave home, or when running around and playing, they certainly feel the cold when sitting still to eat their 
snack and lunch. As such, we would appreciate your support in layering your child's clothes to ensure maximum comfort 
both indoors and outdoors. We also suggest you check that your child has spare clothes in their bag as it can be quite wet 
and muddy at times and our spare clothes supply has dwindled.  
  

Performance  
Just a reminder that our play, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, is on Thursday 23rd of June at 11am in the school hall, followed 
by a BYO family lunch. The children are busy making props, and practising their songs and movements, and are very much 
looking forward to performing for their families. Unless we have spoken with you directly, there are no costume 
requirements.  
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Whole School News 
 

COVID-19 and Influenza A Infections 

In addition to high rates of COVID-19 infection, there has also been a large number of Influenza A infections detected in 

the community. Many of these have been in local school aged children or adults in contact with school children. 

Influenza can have similar symptoms to COVID and other respiratory viruses but often presents with fevers, chills, body 

and joint aches, headache sore throat and severe fatigue.  

In addition to staying home when you are unwell, plus using masks and social distancing in public, everyone can reduce 

their risk of both COVID-19 and influenza by getting vaccinated against BOTH viruses.  

Influenza vaccines are recommended for everyone over 6 months of age. They are available now through Beechworth 

Surgery for all age groups or from Beechworth Pharmacy for children and adults over 10 years of age (bookings are 

required for both). Beechworth Health Service also have a walk-in clinic for those eligible for a government funded 

influenza vaccine or COVID-19 vaccine every second Saturday.  

To find out more about influenza or if you are eligible for a funded influenza vaccine go to   

 https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/flu-influenza 
 
To find out more about COVID-19 go to https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/ or call the Coronavirus Hotline line on 1800 
675 398. 

For more information on vaccination clinics, please refer to the flyer in the Community Notices section of this newsletter. 

 
Did you know our school has an Automated Electrical Defibrillator (AED)?   

Cardiac arrest is when a person's heart suddenly stops 
pumping. Cardiac arrest can happen to anyone, regardless 
of age or health.  A person in cardiac arrest will fall 
unconscious and will not be breathing normally. This is 
because blood is not being pumped through the heart to the 
brain, lungs or other organs. 

Death from cardiac arrest will happen within minutes if a 
person is not treated. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
and defibrillation via an AED are proven interventions that 
can effectively treat cardiac arrest. 

What are AED’s?  CPR, or chest compressions, pushes blood and oxygen around a person’s body. In many cases of cardiac 
arrest, the heart is in a rapid, disorganised and irregular rhythm, called ventricular fibrillation. While the heart is still in 
this condition, its activity is disorganised (quivering) to the point that no effective contraction can occur. An AED sends a 
measured electric shock (defibrillation) through a person’s heart. When electrical activity resumes, the aim is for the heart 
to return back to the usual coordinated fashion and effective pumping can occur.  An AED will not administer a shock to a 
person’s heart if it is not needed. 
 
Who can use an AED?  Anyone can use an AED. You do not need specialised training.  The AED uses voice prompts and 
pictures to guide the operator to administer a shock if needed. It also tells you when to stop and restart CPR.  Very few 
people survive a cardiac arrest without immedicate assistance.  The use of an AED can improve the chances of a person’s 
survival dramatically.   

 
 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/flu-influenza
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
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Whole School News 
 

Pyjama Day – Cycle 2 & 3 
Cycle 2 Moonstone students, Stella, Pippa, Sophia and Wakana, have been enthusiastically organising a pyjama day for 
the Cycle 2 and 3 students to raise money to go towards planting more trees.  They are requesting a gold coin donation 
to come to school dressed in your pyjamas on Thursday 2nd June.   
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Whole School News 
 

Sentral Information 

Our (relatively) new school administration system Sentral is well and truly up and running. Have you been using it? 

By now you should have: 

 created an account for the Sentral parent portal 

 linked your student to your account using the Family Key 

 Installed the Sentral for Parents app on your phone and logged in 
 

If you are having trouble with any of these please let us know in the office so we can help. 

Invoices: The majority of term 2 invoicing is now done for Cycle 1, 2 and 3. You can see your account in the Invoices section 

of the portal. It will list your invoices and their payment status. To pay the invoice you can click Pay. You are able to view 

the details of an invoice by selecting Print Invoice, it will open the invoice in a new window so you can then print it. 

Absences: Did you know you can log your child absence using Sentral? Just go to the Absences section and click on Notify 

of an Absence.  In addition, any “Unauthorised Absences” – those that parents have not communicated with us about, 

will also be listed in this section. You can click on them to update the reason for the attendance. 

Keep an eye on this space, as we will provide further updates as we begin to slowly roll out the capabilities of the system.   

Community News 
 

 



Page 7 of 9 

Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Friendly Circus Show and FREE Juggling Lesson 

Running Times: 12.00 – 12.45pm Free Juggling Lessons 

1.00– 2.00pm Trash Test Dummies – Circus Show 

2.00 – 2.30pm Meet and Greet the Performers 
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Community News 
 

THE INDIGO FORMAL AND DEBUTANTE LIBRARY 

Do you have: 

 Formal Dress 

 Debutante Dress 

 Wedding Dress 

 Brides Maid Dresses 

 After Five Dress 

 Men’s or Youth Suits of any size 

in your wardrobe that you have not worn for years. 

Why not donate them to the Indigo Formal and Debutante Library. 

The object of the Library is to loan to anyone who wishes to attend their Formal or Debutante Balls – 

No questions asked.  All they have to do is dry clean the dress or suit before returning it. 

This makes the Formal and Debutante Balls accessible to all and not just those whose parents can 

afford to send them. 

The Dresses will also be available for Brides and Bridesmaids and suits for the men. 

They can also be used for fancy dress parties. 

 

THIS PROJECT IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROJECT 

OTHER DONATIONS WE ACCEPT- 

 costume jewellery, blingy/sparkly 

 Hair accessories /tiaras 

 Clutch Bags 

 High Heel Shoes and Men’s Dress Shoes all sizes 

 Men’s Vests 

 Cuff Links 

 Ties 

 Men’s dress shirts. 

 New Cosmetics 

 Hairspray 

 Deodorant 
 
We are also putting it out there that we are looking for somewhere to store the goods and also have 
room for them to be tried on. 
 
Also, a Community Club who is willing to accept the Project and Auspice so we can put in for grants to 
help day with the day to day running costs. 
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Community News 
 

 

 


