TUESDAY 3rd MAY 2022 – Term 2 Week 2

Newsletter
A Note from Ben

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
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2022 Term Dates:
Term 1 31 January – 8 April
Term 2 26 April – 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December

Welcome back to Term 2, I hope you are enjoying this magnificent autumn weather.
As most of you know one of our students, Jack, is in Melbourne bravely trying to
recover from severe burns. There has been a huge amount of compassion shown by
the community for Jack and his family I know many people have gone out of their
way to help support the family as they go through this challenging time. I can report
that Jack is making optimistic but slow progress in his recovery; he faces a tough few
months. As a school we are working on ways to support Jack and his family and
currently his friends and classmates are sending him video messages of support.
Some of Jack’s friends called him today while they ate their morning snack. I know
our thoughts are with him and wish Jack as speedy a recovery as possible. The family
really appreciates our support.
In other school news, we welcome new members of staff. Michelle Percy is the Cycle
2 Turquoise classroom director and Kylie Giltrap is teaching art in the Primary School,
STEM in Cycle 1 and also teaching in Cycle 3 on Mondays.
Over the holidays ANZAC Day was commemorated and BMS was proudly
represented by two students who laid a wreath on our behalf. There was also the
Beechworth Golden Horseshoe Parade; an event that I think would great fun for our
school to participate in next year. Obviously a long way off, but for this to happen we
will need parent volunteers to organise so please consider putting your hand up to
help coordinate if you are interested in being involved.
Mother’s Day
On Friday, mothers or another significant person are invited to come into the school
from 8.30 to 9.30 to work with your child, enjoy a cup of tea and possibly something
tasty to eat!
All are welcome, please sign in at the front desk, Covid vaccinations are not required
but if you have any Covid symptoms you are welcome to visit on another day.
NAPLAN
Next week the Year 3 and 5 children will be participating in the NAPLAN tests
(National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy). I do not consider these
exams as being particularly significant for the children, but they can be considered as
a practical life exercise; exams, tests and assessments are a fact of life in high school
and university.
Wishing you all the best, Ben.
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What’s on this term
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 4 May
Mother’s Day Morning
Friday 6 May 8.30 – 9.30am
NAPLAN 10, 11, 12 May
Reconciliation Week begins
27 May – 3 June
PUPIL FREE DAY Fri 10 June
Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Mon 13 June
Cycle 1 Hungry Caterpillar
Performance & Picnic
Thursday 23 June - 11am
Last Day of Term 2 Fri 24 June
2.15pm

Early Years News
Welcome to Term 2 and a big welcome to the new families in our rooms.
A reminder to all families that we request parents do not send nuts or apple in lunch boxes, this is to help manage
current food allergies.
PLANES OF DEVELOPMENT
The horizontal line is the line of life indicating chronological age. Each triangle represents a plane of development in sixyear periods. The left-hand line in each plane represents a period of progression and the right-hand line represents a period
of consolidation. The red triangles are the creative periods of infancy and adolescence where the greatest growth and
development to the body and the mind occurs. The blue triangles are calm periods of uniform growth within childhood and
maturity.
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The first six years of life is a period of profound transformation, from apparently helpless newborn to capable, active and
articulate six-year-old. This period of life lays down the foundation on which is built the future adult’s potential.
From birth to three years of age the physical development of infants is remarkable, inspiring the attention and care of
both family and community. In tandem with their physical development, infants are developing psychologically, socially,
intellectually and spiritually. During this time, they acquire the culture and language of the community into which they are
born. This multi-faceted development is accommodated in the Montessori environments prepared for children of this age.
Specifically, Montessori learning environments for this age group are designed to foster independence, psycho-sensorymotor development and language development.
Between the ages of three to six years children continue the process of self-construction, consolidating, refining and
adding to the skills and knowledge they accumulated before the age of three. From the age of three children become
conscious of what they are learning through their own freely chosen activity, especially activity with their hands.
Montessori environments prepared for this age group provide children with motives for activity through which they refine
their perception, movement and language, and become independent in everyday life. The extensive repertoire of
meticulously designed Montessori materials and exercises offered to the children represent a learning programme
organised as an incremental progression of activities. Within this framework children are free to choose their own work,
once they have been shown how to use the materials and how to do the exercises.
(Montessori National Curriculum, p19)
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Early Years News
Educational Care Program - Ruby Room
CLOTHES
Outdoors and indoors, the children have been engrossed in discovering new aspects of their work and engaged in both
environments. The care of their clothing can often be forgotten when eating a delicious meal prepared by you or reaching
just that little bit further into the mud/dirt to reach that snail; Ruby Room asks that you bring enough appropriate changes
of clothes for your children as we reach the cooler weather and the children discover more of the environment.
INDEPENDENCE
We have been focusing on more independence with Ruby’s little ones in completing tasks independently with the
consolidation of skills acquired in Term 1 such as:
 Toileting skills: dressing oneself, flushing the toilet
 Washing of hands: turning on the tap, squirting soap on our hands and drying hands appropriately
 Helping ourselves in decision making of tasks uninterrupted
 Packing up after ourselves independently
 Grace and courtesy: waiting our turn (talking and completing tasks), walking around others, talking to others about
ours and their feelings in tricky situations, etc

CIRCLE TIME
Ruby holds two circle times a day to assist little ones in a break between routine to regroup.
During our circle time before lunch, we acknowledge the First Nations Peoples of our land which is enthusiastically
replicated by all. Depending on the day and what discussions arise throughout the morning we will discuss topics between
ourselves, read stories and sing songs.
During circle time, Jules has been introducing some Yoga with the children in the afternoons to assist in the wind down
before home time. The children have been enthusiastically joining, ensuring they watch and replicate every move.
Throughout these sessions, discussions of feelings within our body and mind have been explored allowing the children to
look at those feelings in various aspects of their day.
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Early Years News
Cycle 1 - Amethyst and Emerald Rooms
OUTDOORS
The trees in our playground dropped a lot of leaves over the holidays. The children are working co-operatively each day
with rakes and wheelbarrows to undertake the long, but enjoyable, task of cleaning up the leaves. This is a seemingly
never-ending task, which will no doubt keep us busy for much of the term.

JACKETS
As the weather is quickly getting chillier and chillier, it is important that your child has a warm jumper and/or jacket packed
each day. This is particularly important for those who do not live in Beechworth, as it is significantly colder here than in
the surrounding areas. Whilst it may seem mild in the mornings, it is often bitterly cold whilst we sit and eat lunch.
Unfortunately, we do not have enough spare jumpers or jackets to rug up all of the children who become cold throughout
the day, so your assistance is greatly appreciated.
COOKING
Last week, some of the children harvested strawberry guavas from our playground and were very keen to use them as
part of our cooking program. Most of the children thought the muffins were quite tasty!
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Early Years News
Strawberry Guava Choc Chip Banana Muffins
Ingredients
2 ripe bananas
½ - 1 cup strawberry guava

1.
2.
3.

1 egg
½ cup brown sugar
¾ cup soy milk

4.
5.

¾ cup oil
1 cup SR flour
½ cup choc chips (optional)

6.

Method
Preheat oven to 180oC.
Mash banana then mix in brown sugar.
Lightly beat egg, then mix in soy milk and oil. Add
to bananas.
In a separate bowl, sift flour.
Make a well and add the banana mixture to the
dry ingredients. Quickly mix with a fork, then add
in strawberry guava and choc chips. Mix quickly
but gently.
Put in muffin tins and bake for 25 minutes.

Whole School News
Tolley Family Fundraiser – A note from Emma Matthews
To support the Tolley family, I thought I would raffle off a 60 min massage voucher. Tickets are $5 and all the money will
go straight to the Gofund fundraiser for this wonderful family in this very difficult time in their lives.
Raffle drawn next Friday 6th May ( just in time for Mother’s Day).
Also $10 from every massage I give over the next couple of weeks will be donated to “gofund” as well.
If you would like to buy a ticket or two in the raffle they will be for sale at the School Office. Please see Feona or Sharelle
at the Office to purchase.
Thanks so much. I’m so grateful to live in this community of so much kindness and support.

Thank You Messages
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Community News
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Community News
POSITION VACANT – COME AND WORK WITH US!
The Old Beechworth Gaol is seeking two awesome hospitality legends to join our café / bike hub crew! This opportunity is great if you
want to be able to drop off and pick up the kids with the hours being predominantly within school hours.
Not only is the Old Beechworth Gaol a historical site right in the centre of Beechworth, it is also a growing community of individuals
working under the one roof. In addition to the organisations who work onsite, we have many local patrons frequenting the site daily
for their morning coffee and tourists going on guided tours and getting happy snaps outside the gates. We are programming more
and more onsite with local talent focusing on some arts and cultural events.
While the daily historical tours and café offerings are some of our core businesses, we also have a growing bike hub with e-mountain
bike hire, a meeting place to start and end a bike ride around the region and development in the pipeline to grow this space.
Should you want more, this opportunity has room to grow and develop your hospitality skills with more arts and cultural events, night
tours, tour guiding etc.
Please check out the attached Job Description HERE for more information.
Get in touch today as we’d love to hear from YOU!
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Community News
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