TUESDAY 5th APRIL 2022 – Term 1 Week 10

Newsletter
A Note from Ben
Friday was a day of emotion for many at our school as Susi Allen spent her last day
here in Beechworth. Susi was highly respected and a source of inspiration for our
community. I have greatly enjoyed working with Susi over the last three and a bit
years as a Cycle 2 teacher and I am looking forward to and enjoying taking the reins
and helping guide our school in the direction that Susi has been taking it in.
For those of you who don’t know me; I have lived here in Beechworth for just under
four years. Previously, I lived in Sydney after moving to Australia with my wife from
England. I worked at the Inner Sydney Montessori School for fourteen years, across
the school in Cycles 1, 2 and 3. For the last four years I was the Deputy Principal of
the school.
I am passionate about education, in particular Montessori Education, and about the
importance of it in allowing our children to become citizens of the world, able to
make well-judged decisions and instilled with a love of learning and the skills for life.
I know many of our school’s families and I look forward to meeting the members of
our community who I have not yet had the pleasure to meet. My door is always open,
or at least ajar, so please do not hesitate coming to see me if you have questions.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au

2022 Term Dates:
Term 1 31 January – 8 April
Term 2 26 April – 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December

What’s on this term
Tigereye Parent/Teacher
Interviews Thur 31 March
3.30 – 5.00pm
Cycle 3 Culture Camp in
Melbourne Mon 4 April – Wed 6
April
Term 1 Ends – 2.15pm finish
Fri 8 April

What’s on next term
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Mon 25 April

I hope all our families have a very enjoyable Easter and if you are travelling a safe
journey.

Term 2 Starts Tues 26 April

Best wishes,

Mother’s Day Sunday 8 May

Ben

NAPLAN 10, 11, 12 May
PUPIL FREE DAY Fri 10 June
Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Mon 13 June
Last Day of Term 2 Fri 24 June
2.15pm

More Cultural Camp photos are on page 6 of this newsletter and the “Beechworth Montessori Families” Facebook page.
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
As first term draws to a close, our Cycle 2 classrooms have been hives of activity. Projects are being completed; our worm
farm has been rejuvenated; lessons continued; the fish and guinea pigs are requiring our care and attention; and we’ve
been baking cupcakes to say a big ‘thank you’ to all of our Cycle 3 reading buddies. Then, in the midst of this, we’ve had
the most wonderful excursion! Fifty three children travelled with great excitement to the Wangaratta Performing Arts
Centre where we all enjoyed the delightful interpretation of the 13 Storey Tree House, along with the energetic,
imaginative and slightly crazy, Andy and Terry. Since returning from this highly anticipated adventure, we’ve also relished
completing a few special ‘Tree House’ activities in each of the two classrooms.
It’s been fantastic to be back at school for an entire term without significant Covid interruptions or lockdowns. Thank you
to all of our families for the part you’ve all played in making this possible.
Finally, Turquoise has now farewelled Ben as their Director and welcomed him as their Principal! In the meantime,
Michelle, their new Director, has very much enjoyed working with all of the children through this transition period.
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Cycle 2 Photos

Page 3 of 8

Cycle 3 News
Topaz Student Led Conferences

It was amazing because I got
to see my Dad, I loved
showing him around! - Dellah

Student led conferencing was good,
because I had the chance to show
my parents how much I have
improved with my learning at this
school. - Jack

I liked it so much because I got to
show my mum everything in our class
and look at how much work I did!- Izzy

I was excited because I could show
them all my unique stuff. - Becca

It was good because it was fun and it
went well. – Minnie
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It was very, very good
because I got to show my
parents my work. - Frankie

Student led conferences were
good because my mum got to
look at my math work. - Summer

SLC went really well and fast! It was very
fun, I demonstrated some memo, showed
Dad the classroom and the lizard. - Ryder

I was really good because it wasn’t
as long as I expected, Mum and Dad
enjoyed looking and talking about
my work. – Charlie
I liked showing my mum my art and
finished workbook. It was great. Layla

It was really fun, because I
had my Grandma, she loved
looking at my work. - Hugo

It was good and fun because I
was showing mum all the great
work I have been doing. - Henry

It was good because I sat outside
with mum and my work.- Theo

It was good, I liked showing Dad my
math work. It was lovely having Dad
here. - Charles
It was good because I could show my
mum my work from this year. Lenny

Cycle 3 News
Student Sustainability Action Team Update
Introducing our SSATeam for this year!
Our year six SSAT (Student Sustainability Action Team) for this
year includes Ruby Burns, Ruby Brough, Oli, Lola, Leo, Dellah,
Freya, Alec and Sam. They are going to work alongside Asha,
Cath and the school leadership team to progress the school
through the Resource Smart Schools program.
When asked why they joined the team they said:
Ruby Burns - I am doing this for two reasons. One, because I
like putting my hand up for everything and two, because I
enjoy going around and helping people and things.
Oli – One, because I wanted to help the school and two, because I quite liked
what we were going to do.
Lola – One, I wanted to help with the environment and two, because all my
friends decided to join.
Ruby Brough - I love my silly world and I want it to be sillier. Because helping
the world will be fun.
Dellah – PLANTS!!!!!
Freya – Because I thought it would be a fun activity to do with my friends.
Alec – Because plants are cool.
(Sam and Leo were absent).
Biodiversity audit results are in!
The other week, our SSAT completed a Biodiversity Audit of the entire school
grounds to collect baseline data about our biodiversity.
From the team: We went around and observed all sorts of things like how
many weeds, trees and animals there were. We discovered that some areas
of the school need some work and other areas seemed pretty good.

Melbourne Cultural Camp
Our Cycle 3 students caught the train from Wangaratta to Melbourne on Monday for their three day Melbourne Cultural
camp. We have been posting photos from the camp onto the “Beechworth Montessori Families” Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/BeechworthMontessori/
This is a private group that has been created for Montessori families by parents of the Montessori community. All
members of the Beechworth Montessori community are invited to be part of this page. It is a closed group so only
approved members can view the page. We have also included some photos on the next page…
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Cycle 3 Melbourne Cultural Camp Photos
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Whole School News
Daily messages
To streamline processes and enabe clear communications, if you need to get a message to your child (such as a change to
plans as to how they getting home), please call the Office or email admin@bms.vic.edu.au to let us know BEFORE 3pm. If
there is no answer, please leave a message. Messages and emails are checked by 3pm, and all messages delivered to the
classrooms before the end of day.

Ride to School Day
National Ride to School day was a huge success with students walking, riding, scooting and even horse riding to school.
We enjoyed a delicious breakfast of crumpets, yogurt and fruit. Thank you to all of the parent volunteers who worked
together to help make the day such an enjoyable and successful event. Your help is greatly appreciated and many of the
children commented that it was one of their favourite days of the year.
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Community News
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