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                                                                                                       TUESDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2021 - Term 4 Week 8 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

Early Years Grant 
 

I am delighted to announce that our application for the Early Years Building Blocks 

Improvement Minor Infrastructure Grant has been successful and we will receive $42 

370 for ‘The Pathway to Play’ Cycle 1 landscaping project. 

This project will include the construction of a gradient pathway and terracing across 

the steep sloping bank which will provide more options for interest and challenge for 

the children such as sensory gardens/vegetable gardens/nature play and safe 

movement up and down the slope. 

Play is a fundamental part of a child’s physical, social and emotional wellbeing. It 

helps children to build social skills, independence and emotional resilience. Sensory 

play is crucial to their brain development; creative play helps them unleash their 

imagination; and physical play aids in the development of their motor skills, balance 

and spatial awareness.  

We look forward to sharing the plans with you for your perusal and comment. 

Art Show 

The inaugural art exhibition was a tremendous success, well-attended, appreciated 

for quality, variety of media and connection to contemporary artists. If you weren’t 

able to get there enjoy the photos! 

Warm regards 

Susi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

In this edition 
 Page 2-3 – Cycle 2 News 

 Page 4-7 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 8 - Whole School News 

 Page 9 – Meet our staff 

 Page 10-11 - Art Exhibition Photos 

 Page 12 – Community News 

       

 What’s on this term 

School Play “Unless” Thur 2 Dec 
Matinee 1.30pm Evening 5.30pm 

Year 6 Social Enterprise Awards 
Day - ACRE Thur 25 Nov 

Cycle 2 Wonga Wetlands 
Excursion Wed 8 Dec 

Year 6 Graduation Fri 10 Dec 
Whole school assembly 2pm 
Graduation Celebration 5pm 

Term 4 Ends – 3.15pm finish 
Tues 14 Dec 

   

 
 

2021 Term Dates: 

Term 4 4 October – 14 December 

2022 Term Dates: 

Term 1 31 January – 8 April 

Term 2 26 April – 24 June 

Term 3 11 July – 16 September 

Term 4 3 October – 9 December 
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 Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms 

It was with a lot excitement that Cycle 2 now has some guinea pigs. They live in Turquoise but the children of Moonstone 

are most welcome to see them and help look after them. They offer opportunities in many areas: the responsibility of 

looking after an animal, understanding the basic needs of an animal and also an opportunity to hold and care for a pet. 

They join the fish we also have in both classrooms for the children. 

If any household has leafy scraps such as the outer leaves from a cauliflower, lettuce (but not iceberg) and especially the 

husks and the silvery threads from sweetcorn they would be most welcome. 

This last fortnight also saw the Cycle 3 student sustainability team visit Cycle 2 and deliver a fantastic lesson on recycling. 

The children enjoyed it and learnt a lot about using the correct bins for their rubbish and recycling. 

Cooking has continued with some produce now being able to be picked from our own vegie garden! We have also been 

focused on completing work for projects, preparing for our end of year production and planning for some Christmas craft 

and fun as the end of the year approaches all too rapidly. 

  



Page 3 of 12 

Cycle 2 News Continued… 
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Cycle 3 News 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Something I 

really enjoyed 

this semester at 

school is A+ 

spelling and 

handwriting.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

is friends and 

space projects.  

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school is 

exiting lockdown.  

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

is art because it is 

nice things to do. 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

are zoology and 

language lessons.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school is 

making a PowerPoint 

on homo sapiens.  

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is doing art 

and sport.  

 

Something I really enjoyed 

this semester at school is 

reading with Karen.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is Respectful 

Relationships and 

Wellbeing.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

is finishing work.   
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is maths, 

pegboard and square 

root.   

Something I really enjoyed 

this semester at school is 

writing my Acknowledgement 

to Country.  

 

Something I really enjoyed 

this semester at school is 

friends and music. 

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is making a 

PowerPoint on the 

Neanderthals. 

 

Something I really enjoyed 

this semester at school is 

the satisfaction of 

completing my 

underground stems project.  

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is quiet 

reading, it gave me 

time to rest and 

recover. 

 Something I really 

enjoyed this year at 

school is Sovereign 

Hill Camp.   

 
Something I 

really enjoyed 

this semester at 

school is spelling.  

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

is friends and sport.  

 
Something I 

really enjoyed 

this semester 

at school is 

friends, art 

and sport.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this year 

at school is my 

project on Venus.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this semester 

at school is friends, 

making my South 

America project.   

 

Something I really 

enjoyed this 

semester at school 

is art.   
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 
This term we have been trying to get the Social Enterprises going again. In these photos you can see Liana, Lilly, Mutethya 

and Tayge doing hot chocolates at lunchtime for cycle 2’s and 3’s. It has gone really well so far – happy customers and lots 

of money raised for the NBCF (National Breast Cancer Foundation). Some of the other social enterprises are: Tayge and 

Mutethya’s ‘Thrifty’ which is where they fix and improve old clothes to sell with profits going to Fight Against Hunger. 

Covid unfortunately threw a spanner in the works for many of our enterprises, but we’ve all learned lots of things about 

running a social enterprises, designing and creating  products.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Student Sustainability Action Team (SSAT) has been working hard on the Waste unit of the Resource Smart schools 

program. In these photos Lilly, Liana, Bryce, Charlie, Alta and Liana are delivering a ‘waste education’ session to cycle 2 

students. 

Remember that in the foyer of school we have collection buckets for bottle tops (numbers 2 and 4 only) and used markers 

and pens. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Puberty Education rounded off with a session exploring menstruation. Students had some fun with pads and tampons! 

 

 

 

 

Cycle 3 News 
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 
The production ‘UNLESS’ is travelling at full steam! Costumes… props… backstage… lighting and sound… It’s all 

happening! Including testing the whisper ma phone… To the students’ delight it actually ‘works’! 

A big thanks to Susan Reid for doing an outstanding job with costumes and to Elroy Bos for helping with sound and 

lights. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you at the performance. 
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Whole School News 
 

Kangaloola Visit 
 

Lyla, Eliza and Louisa (Turquoise) visited the Kangaloola Widlife Shelter to present them with the money they had raised 

from their food stall.  The donation was much appreciated.  Thank you to everyone who supported their fundraising effort. 

 
Remembrance Day 
 
Thank you to our school representatives, Sam (Tigereye) and Liana (Topaz), who laid a wreath on behalf of Beechworth 
Montessori at the Remembrance Day commemoration at the cenotaph in the Town Hall gardens. 

 

 
Exciting news regarding a former student of Beechworth Montessori School 
(Article taken from Beechworth Senior Secondary College) 

 

Year 11 student, Amelia Leach, had not even heard of the Victorian Youth Congress at the 

beginning of August.  However, in 2022 she will be one of 22 young Victorians, aged 12 to 21 

years, who will meet monthly to discuss any legislation or changes to legislation that impact 

young people.  “I first got interested in politics when I was just six years old and Julia Gillard 

was elected PM,” Amelia explains.  “My understanding and interest has just grown and grown 

and I’m now planning to study politics at Uni.”  Amelia’s passion to push for greater respect 

for the opinions of Victoria’s young people is obvious and we wish her well as she takes on 

this responsibility. 
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Whole School News Continued… 
 

Ritchie’s Community Benefit Program 
 
Did you know that Ritchies IGA run a community benefit program?  If you nominate Beechworth Montessori School as 
your preferred charity we will receive money from the program which is calculated as a percentage of sales. To qualify for 
a payment, $2000 must be spent in one month between all customers who nominate our school (excluding tobacco, gift 
cards, and phone recharges). The minimum payment is $10. There is no maximum, so the more people who nominate our 
school the better.   
 
To date our school has received payments totalling $515 through the Ritchies’s Community Benefit Program.  This 
represents 0.5% of purchases made by customers who have selected our school as their preferred charity.  It is easy to 
join by either downloading the Ritchies Card App from the App store or Google Play, or by going online to 

www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty   
 
The funds we receive though your participation are used to purchase material and equipment for the children’s use.   
 
 
 

Meet Our Amazing Staff 
 

Cycle 1 Directors Tameeka and Melissa - Our parallel lives 

I grew up in Deniliquin, New South Wales, and Melissa grew up on a farm near Swan Hill in 

Victoria. My mother’s family is from Swan Hill and we visited them regularly when I was 

young. 

Melissa went to La Trobe University in Bendigo in 1991 and I went to La Trobe University in 

Bendigo in 1992. We were both enrolled in the same teaching degree and we had the same 

lectures, but we never crossed paths. 

Melissa went to The Top End when she graduated. I went to Central Australia. We both 

worked as teachers in remote Indigenous communities and at one point we both worked with 

secondary aged students and had to attend a moderation meeting in Darwin. We were sitting 

in the same room but still did not meet each other. 

Robert and I moved to north east Victoria in 2009, Melissa and Nathan moved to north east 

Victoria in 2013. I began working at Beechworth Montessori School in 2013, first as a relief 

teacher and then as the Amethyst Director. In Term 3, 2013 Melissa was at Beechworth 

Montessori School as a relief teacher and on that day our paths finally crossed. Once we got 

talking, we realised that we knew so many people in common and had very similar stories to 

tell. We couldn’t believe we had never met each other before this. 

In 2014 and 2015 we worked together in Amethyst room and in 2016 I moved to Emerald 

room. We have so much in common and a working relationship that I have never experienced 

before. If it was not for Melissa, I could not have returned to work after Robert’s death. She 

is one in a million and I am so fortunate that our paths did finally cross. 

 

 

 

http://www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty
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Art Exhibition Photos 
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Art Exhibition Photos 
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Community News 
 

 


