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A Note from Susi
Student leadership
Beechworth Montessori School supports all students to develop leadership skills, and as
such, students learn and build self-discipline, self-regulation, resilience and the ability to
work as part of a team. This is evident in not only the opportunities presented in a multiage classroom but initiatives across the school such as the school production, the student
sustainability action team and the social enterprise for schools program.
Each year I have the pleasure of facilitating the social enterprise journey with Year 6
students (and Asha). This year, despite multiple lockdowns and disruptions, the Year 6
students excelled in applying the skills, knowledge and capabilities they have learnt
during the program to drive their own social enterprises.
I invite you to take a moment to view their work by following this link to the 2021 Social
Enterprise Schools virtual awards https://view.genial.ly/615d6956279d230df17b9596

School production, ‘Unless’
Heart-warming, fun and a celebration of talent, the school production “Unless” written
by teacher Kat Beaton, was enjoyed by over 200 people across 2 sessions, matinee and
evening performance!
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding following the COVID health and
safety guidelines for events.

2021 Term Dates:
Term 4 4 October – 14 December
2022 Term Dates:
Term 1 31 January – 8 April
Term 2 26 April – 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 3 October – 9 December

In this edition
Page 2 – Early Years News
Page 4 – Meet our Staff
Page 6 – Whole School News
Page 7 – Community Notices

What’s on this term
Cycle 2 Wonga Wetlands
Excursion Wed 8 Dec
Year 6 Graduation Fri 10 Dec
Whole school assembly 2pm
Graduation Celebration 5pm

Term 4 Ends – 3.15pm finish
Tues 14 Dec
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
The education of the young child begins with the parent in the home at birth and educators work in collaboration between
the home and school to best support each child’s growth and development. In Ruby Room the prepared environment is
carefully designed with a variety of activities to support, guide and extend each child’s learning.
Throughout the year we have seen the growth of each child, guiding and encouraging their next steps in learning. Quite a
few of the children are now ready to transition into the kindergarten and we are very proud of each and every one of
them. We wish them all the best in their new classrooms.
We also wish all Ruby families a happy and restful holiday and look forward to seeing you all next year. 
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Meet Our Amazing Staff
Susi - Principal
I am the mother of 2 boys, and I discovered Montessori education when I enrolled
the boys, 3 and 5 years old, in the newly opened Beechworth Montessori
kindergarten in 1998.
My youngest son’s motivation to come to kindergarten was watching a gentle
water snail wandering around in a little tank in the classroom. He recently
completed a Diploma of Conservation and Land Management and is always out in
the bush.
My eldest son was like a young professor madly counting long bead chains and
hypothesising about the brains of early humans – he is now a paramedic and loves
academic learning.
And me, I was a secondary school art teacher, who found myself intrigued by what I was observing in this incredible
Montessori kindergarten. How did it work? How did it manage to cater so well to my two children who had such different
needs and interests? I just had to find out!
I began my Montessori studies when we moved to Western Australia for our family business, and I enrolled the boys at
the Margaret River Montessori School. I soon became a Cycle 1 teacher and learnt rapidly while on the job. It’s a small
world because I also met Asha there (Cycle 3 classroom assistant here) when she was 10 years old and in the same class
as my eldest son.
One night I received a phone call from 2 of the founders of Beechworth Montessori kindergarten, Michaela and Terie, who
asked if I would come back to help open the next cycle, a primary school. You guessed it, I came back and after 12 months
of work we registered and opened the school in 2007. I was the inaugural principal and teacher of 13 students.
Being a principal was not for me, my passion was teaching and the classroom. I enjoyed many years here as a Cycle 2
teacher. However, I also have itchy feet and love travelling so I taught at the international school in Vanuatu too. In fact, I
was on holiday from Vanuatu and visiting Beechworth in 2016 when I noticed that the school was needing a little bit of
nurturing, so I offered my help.
Here I am 5 years later, the incidental principal, who works from a place of passion and learns on the job! And you know
what? I like being a principal now especially in a school that is built on philosophy and guided by staff committed to the
Montessori way.
My feet are once again itchy and it’s time for me to head off. I will be back to start the new year and to proudly hand over
the leadership of a truly exceptional organisation which I hope many children and families will enjoy for years to come.
Thank you all for your trust and support of Beechworth Montessori.
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Whole School News
Lost Property Reminder
We have a large array of lost property from the Primary School. Please ask your child to check if they are missing any
items. Any unclaimed items will be donated to charity at the completion of the school year.

Return of Parent Packs
Parent packs were distributed last week. Please ensure you complete all details and return your forms to the Office before
Friday 10th December.

Production Photos

Page 4 of 6

Production Photos
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Community Notices
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