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                                                                                                       TUESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2021 - Term 4 Week 6 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

‘Nature, Art and Peace’ - the inaugural school art exhibition 

- a collection of work by our Prep to Year 6 students 
 

Absolutely stunning, awe-inspiring and exceptional creativity! This art exhibition is a 

must see! (all Prep – Year 6 students have between 1 - 3 art works in the exhibition) 

When:  Tuesday 16 November, 5pm 

Wednesday 17 November, 9am and 1.30pm (if there is demand an 

evening session) 

Where: The school multi-purpose hall. 

Bookings are essential as numbers are capped at 60 including children over the age 

of 12 months. Please phone or email Feona or Sharelle admin@bms.vic.edu.au to 

register your attendance. 

To hold this indoor event we must follow the current COVID safe advice for 

community settings of:  

 1:4 density allocation 

 Check evidence that adults are vaccinated 

 QR Code check in 

 Wear a face mask  

 Ensure physical distancing between adults 

 Stay at home if unwell  

We thank you for your support and we really look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending Beechworth 

Montessori 

1. Parents and carers who enter school buildings must have had at least one dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 
November 2021 or have a valid medical exception with the following limited 
exceptions:  

 when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be 
administered by the school 

 when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by 
their parent/carer. 

 when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, 
for example, to collect a completed art project or similar. 

 
2. Parents and carers attending any event or activity inside a school building including, but not limited to tours, 

graduations, kindergarten transition, whole of school events are required to show evidence of vaccination.  
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 What’s on this term 

PUPIL FREE DAY – Report 
Writing Mon 15 Nov 

Inaugural School Art Exhibition 
“Nature, Art & Peace” Tues 16 
Nov – Wed 17 Nov 

School Play “Unless” Thur 2 Dec 
5.30pm 

Year 6 Graduation Fri 10 Dec 
5pm 

Term 4 Ends – 3.15pm finish 
Tues 14 Dec 

   

 
 

2021 Term Dates: 

Term 4 4 October – 14 December 

2022 Term Dates: 

Term 1 31 January – 8 April 

Term 2 26 April – 24 June 

Term 3 11 July – 16 September 

Term 4 3 October – 13 December 
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A note from Susi continued… 

 
 

3. Meetings and other discussions with parents and carers who do not meet vaccination requirements should be held 
virtually.   
 

4. Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school buildings do not need to 
comply with vaccination requirements. 

 
5. Any parent/carer who needs to access the education and care program in Ruby Room  via the main entrance of the 

school building is required to check in using the QR Code but do not need to show their vaccination status.  

Early Years News 

 

From the Ruby Room 

Half way through Term 4 already, wow! How Ruby children have grown, demonstrating their enthusiastic manner in which 

they learn and independently complete each task at hand.  

With the environment demonstrating a calm almost hum, with the children completing tasks and moving through the 

routine, we as teachers are able observe the children and picki up on each child’s little quirks, it is beautiful to see.    

Also a reminder to ensure your child has a sunhat in their bag as our spares have dwindled…. 
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Cycle 1 News 

 

From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms 

On the 21st October our Early Years Service had a ‘spot-check’ from the Quality Assessment and Regulation Division of the 

Department of Education and Training. I am very pleased to inform our community that we continue to maintain our 

EXCEEDING rating. 

One test of the correctness of educational procedure is the happiness of the child – Maria Montessori. 

On Monday afternoons the children are engaged in activities focused on mindfulness, co-operative learning, and self-
esteem. 
  
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday afternoons the children are working like a famous artist, making smoothies, and germinating seeds. 
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Cycle 1 News Continued… 

 

 
On Wednesday afternoons the children are engrossed with the STEM challenges. 
 

 

The children are also really enjoying playing in our playground in the sunshine. 
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Whole School News 
 

“The Fundraiser” 

 
On Monday three of our students from Turquoise, 

Lyla, Louisa and Eliza, planned a fundraising event to 

raise money for the Kangaloola Wildlife Shelter.  It 

was a huge success with them raising $128.  They 

would like to thank Beechworth Berries for the kind 

donation of strawberries which were used in their 

fruit kebabs.   
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Meet Our Amazing Staff 
 

Jackie Hayden – Ruby Room Assistant  

I was born and raised in Beechworth and moved to Melbourne to pursue a career in Primary Teaching. I have taught in 

Primary and Early Years settings in Victoria, PNG, Kuwait, England and New South Wales. I returned to Beechworth to care 

for my elderly father in 2013. When my father moved into care I worked as a Disability Support Worker before taking on 

my position as the Early Years Assistant in Ruby room at BMS at the start of 2021.  I have worked with children from a 

broad range of backgrounds and cultures, some of whom had English as a second or third language. Whilst working in 

London I worked in a new department for 3-7 year olds in a Preparatory school before moving to Wiltshire to create a 

similar Pre-Prep department for 4-7 year olds. As the  Head of Pre-Prep I initially taught all of the age groups. Three years 

later it was a department with 3 classes, 3 teachers and 2 assistants. My young son and I returned to Australia in 1998 and 

I began working casually in the Early and Primary Years of Castlemaine Steiner School. I then worked as a Steiner class 

teacher in Melbourne and on the Central Coast of NSW. I enjoy reading and gardening and I have a passion for Children's 

Literature. I am hoping to one day be able to return to PNG to visit an orphanage opened by a friend of mine and to reunite 

with some of my ex pupils who are still living in that beautiful part of the world. Through Facebook I have been able to 

maintain contact with many of my past pupils and it has been a delight to have watched them develop and grow into the 

successful and varied adults they have become. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italian News 
 

The focus for term 3 was numbers and telling the time. Younger students focused on the hour times and to express time 

in the morning or afternoon.  Older students studied digital time. They also learnt about the 24 hour clock and that it is 

used in Italy. Students in C1 and C2 made laminated clocks that they decorated to support their learning. They were able 

to take them home to continue to reinforce their knowledge of time. There should be no excuses for  being late now!  

Students across all levels made number flash cards in both English and Italian. C1 were introduced to numbers to 10, C2 

revised to 10 and then progressed to 20 and C3 revised to 20 and learnt numbers to 100. However the main aim was to 

learn to 60. Students have enjoyed playing a range of card games in either small groups or as a class. These have included 

snap, memory or go fish.  

Term 3 began studying words and phrases related to vegetables. C1 and C2 enjoyed reading Strega Nona’s Harvest and 

singing All Around the World. A popular song for Italian children. C3 have worked hard creating their own board games 

incorporating their knowledge of words and phrases of Italian vegetables. The pupils are looking forward to finally being 

able to play them.  

We will conclude the year with the story of Pinocchio and Christmas in Italy. C1 and C2 will be making puppets and C3 will 

be presenting short parts of Pinocchio. The aim is for students to present their skits to the other classes across the school.  
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Italian News Continued… 
 

The year wouldn’t be complete without including Christmas. It is a very religious time for Italians. Students will be learning 

about the Christmas witch – La Befana and the many traditions associated with Christmas in Italy. Students will be 

encouraged to consider the similarities and differences of their Christmas traditions. They are always envious that many 

children in Italy receive two lots of presents.   

I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a restful and enjoyable break.  

Buon natale.  

Signora Peg  

Community News 
 

 


