TUESDAY 26th OCTOBER 2021 - Term 4 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) progress
Beechworth Montessori School is committed to making a significant and positive
difference towards the National Reconciliation movement and is working on
reconciliation initiatives across the whole school supported by the framework of the
reconciliation action plan (RAP).
We are pleased to share our progress completing our first RAP action,
Acknowledgement of Country. Each Cycle has developed their own unique and
meaningful Acknowledgement of Country that is appropriate for the stage of
development of the students as follows:
Cycle 1 conducted before snack every morning
We would like to thank the First Nations people for sharing their land.
We promise to look after it, the animals, and the people too.
Hello land (rub the ground/floor)
Hello sky (reach for the sky)
Hello me (hug yourself) and hello friends (open arms)
Cycle 2 conducted before going home at the end of the day
We at Beechworth Montessori School would like to say thank you to the original
custodians of this land. We promise to look after it, the animals and each other.
Cycle 3 conducted at classroom meetings
Students have written their own Acknowledgement of Country. Here are 2 examples:
We pay respect to Duduroa Dargal, Dhuduroa Waywurru, Dalka Warra Mittang and
the Waywarru people. We thank you for caring for the land and keeping it healthy. I
love the rivers and the hills and when I go for a walk I realise how healthy and
beautiful it is. As I think this, I thank the custodians of this land. It was special land for
you and it is special land for me.
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What’s on this term
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
NO SCHOOL Tues 2 Nov
PUPIL FREE DAY – Report
Writing Mon 15 Nov
Inaugural School Art Exhibition
“Nature, Art & Peace” Tues 16
Nov – Wed 17 Nov
School Play “Unless” Thur 2 Dec
5.30pm
Year 6 Graduation Fri 10 Dec
5pm
Term 4 Ends – 3.15pm finish
Tues 14 Dec

We look forward to sharing Acknowledgement of Country with you at events throughout the year. For more information
visit Reconciliation Australia https://www.reconciliation.org.au/ and Reconciliation in Education
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
It has been a pleasure to welcome a number of Cycle 1 students who have transitioned from Cycle 1 this term and also
some new students to our Cycle 2 community. The playground is busy with lots of fun being had.
It has been a busy start to the term with lots of activity going. One of the highlights for Turquoise was watching some of
the Turquoise students perform a play that the children wrote and produced themselves.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz and Tigereye Rooms
It is lovely to see everyone back.
We had a chat about wearing masks, there was some
concern about the sustainability of using disposable ones.
PLEASE ensure your child brings a labelled cloth mask to
school.

WANTED for Lego Club:
We would appreciate any spare Lego you have at home to add to our selection. We are really enjoying all
challenges including working as a team.

Using the equipment is always popular.

Tigereye students
having their snack with
those students who
were still at home!
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Cycle 3 News

Here are some
examples of work
from finished
workbooks.

Rehearsals, prop and costume making are in full swing for the production

Whole School News
Lost Property – Cycle 2 & 3
Our collection of lost property is growing again. The students
have been asked to have a look through the items and collect
their belongings however there is still a lot of unclaimed items
remaining. If you recognise any items from the below photos
please remind your child to have a look through the unclaimed items. All lost property will be donated to charity at
the end of the school year.
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Meet Our Amazing Staff
Peg Halbwidl – Italian Teacher
With an Austrian father my interest in languages began at an early age. After visiting relatives
in Austria I soon knew how important it was to be able to speak a language/s other than one’s
mother tongue. Hands and feet won’t work forever. You may be wondering what language I
have been teaching at Montessori? Let me explain. While living and working near Innsbruck I
quickly developed a love for the Italian language and all things Italian. On weekends we would
regularly go over the Brenner Pass into Italy to buy delicious pasta and other goodies. My work
relied on my ability to communicate with the many Italians who visited. I have since studied
Italian and completed in country language courses. I’m looking forward to getting back to Italy
soon to pursue my language journey.
I began at Montessori this year and am enjoying the opportunity. I have never worked at a Montessori school which means
I have much to learn. For the past seven years I have been teaching Italian in the King Valley. Prior to this I have largely
worked in the secondary area teaching Italian, German, English and History from years 7-12. Teaching up to and including
year 12 has given me a valuable insight into the curriculum from P-1.2 I often draw on this when planning my Italian
program.
I live on a small farm with my son’s Tim (19) and Michael (16) at Molyullah. I grew up in East Gippsland near Omeo on a
farm. I enjoy anything to do with the outdoors. This year I was hoping to spend more time hiking, camping, 4WD and
skiing. Looks like I can make that my New Year’s resolution for 2022 too.
a presto (see you soon.)

Music News
Let’s Dance!
Last term and this term in Cycle 2 and 3 music classes we have been doing some fantastic online dance classes with Ezra
from Dance Curriculum Australia and New Zealand. As part of this package Ezra has started giving live online dance
workshops on Tuesdays, and these are really fun. The first workshop focused on dancing in Slow Motion and the second
on Boogaloo style. Today we will be learning how to dance like a Puppet.
It has been lovely to see so many students all together dancing, putting in their best effort and enjoying themselves.
The online resources are designed for use in the classroom as well as for students to be able to practice at home with their
families. If you would like to join in some fun with your child/children, or just help them to navigate their way through the
website, here are the login details:
Website: https://dancecurriculum.mykajabi.com/login
Email: amberv@bms.vic.edu.au
Password: BMSDancing
To access the dances, click the "View resources" link to the right of the screen.
We have only had time to learn the first dance, “Learning is Fun”, during class time. But there are two other big dances to
learn as well as loads of other shorter and easier fun dance activities such as learning how to do Wave and Robot dancing
(to be found under “Freestyling Eights Game”), and 2 minute copy cat dances. I really encourage you to log on, go to the
“Morning Wakeup”, select “Learning is fun” video and watch your kids move. I am sure your children would love to see
you up and dancing too. Ezra will also be posting a weekly “Dance Curriculum Brain Break” dance video on Youtube which
is free for anyone to access. The first one – “King Cobra” can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipUiitJkVAI
Amber
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Community News
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