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                                                                                                       TUESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2021 - Term 3 Week 10 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

Every year leading up to the United Nations International Day of Peace on 21 September 
Beechworth Montessori celebrates and raises our voice to recognise the importance of peace 
education. 
 
At the core of Montessori education is a vision of peace, harmony, love, justice, the pursuit of 
knowledge and co-operation of individuals and community. Maria Montessori believed that the 
key to a peaceful future lay with the child and the real path to peace was through education. She 
believed the goal of education is to foster the development of people who value themselves, who 
have respect for one another and who feel they can contribute positively to building a better world. 
  
This week the plans were to celebrate the inaugural school art exhibition, an amazing collection of 
student work created through explorations of environment, nature and sustainability as guided by 
art teachers Terie and Tania. Due to the current Covid restrictions we have rescheduled this event 
to Tuesday 16 – Friday 19 November, Term 4. 

The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering better for an equitable and 
sustainable world”. As the world heals from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are inspired to think 
creatively and collectively about how to help everyone recover better, how to build resilience, and 
how to transform our world into one that is more equal, more just, equitable, inclusive, sustainable, 
and healthier. 
 
We invite you to join the efforts of the United Nations and together celebrate peace in our daily 
lives by spreading compassion, kindness, and hope. 
With gratitude 
Susi 
 

Enjoy the photos, a snapshot of the incredible art work which will be on show next term! 
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 What’s on this term 

Term 3 Ends - 2.15pm finish 
Friday 17 September 

What’s on next term 

Term 4 starts Mon 4 October 

World Teacher’s Day Tues 5 Oct 

School Production Thurs 28 Oct 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
NO SCHOOL Tues 2 Nov   

PUPIL FREE DAY – Report 
Writing Mon 15 Nov 

Inaugural School Art Exhibition 
& Peace Celebrations Tues 16 
Nov – Fri 19 Nov 

Year 6 Graduation Fri 10 Dec 

Term 4 Ends – 3.15pm finish 
Tues 14 Dec 

   
 
 

2021 Term Dates: 

Term 1 29 January – 1 April 

Term 2 19 April – 25 June 

Term 3 12 July – 17 September 

Term 4 4 October – 14 December 

 

 

 “Eric Carle” Owl (Collage) by Oli – Cycle 2 

Still Life by Calum – Cycle 3 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.661402667204791.1073741828.146737572004639&type=1&l=9bbabb77fb
mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au
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Art Exhibition Photos 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Big Bang by Lucinda Cycle 2 (Oil pastel, food dye and salt) 

 

Seasons by Sadie, Cycle 1 (Collage with mixed media) 

Friedensreich Hundertwasser landscape by Nikita, Cycle 3 

(Watercolour and oil pastel) 

Lola and Alta working on their wire face sculptures 

 

Ruby Burns using soft chalks to create 

her observational drawing 

 

Fela and Zachary weaving nature looms 
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Cycle 2 Photos 

 

From the Moontone and Turquoise Rooms 
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Cycle 3 Photos 

 

From the Topaz and Tigereye Rooms 
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Cycle 3 Photos Continued… 
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Meet our Amazing Staff 
 

Nicola Bussell – Cycle 2 Director of Moonstone 

As someone who didn’t enjoy their own school experience, I finished school quietly 

determined never to return!  Instead, I savoured my decade studying and then working at 

the Australian National University before being asked to work overseas at a university in 

Austria, where I was able to utilise my interest in linguistics and my fluency in German. 

Holding double majors in Asian studies and History, I was fortunate in being able to travel 

freely around the world through what was then the Eastern Bloc countries and cities of East 

Germany, East Berlin, Hungary and Russia, as well as through Western nations such as 

Switzerland, West Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Austria, England, Scotland, Canada, America 

and Alaska, and then also through a number of the islands of Japan. Finally returning to 

Australia, I transitioned into the corporate Sydney scene with what was then a young, start-up company called Optus, 

before being head hunted to manage triple zero emergency call centres in Victoria.  

During this time I met and eventually married my husband of over 20 years now, Harry, a 4th generation farmer. Without 

any background in agriculture or science, I faced a steep learning curve, however I loved it. I became fascinated with 

genetics and the breeding of both plants and animals and with some agricultural sponsorship, I returned briefly to 

Canberra, this time to the CSIRO, to pursue a deeper understanding of these areas. Having 3 children through this period 

allowed me to return to study again. I completed post graduate studies in Agriculture, lectured at Monash University and 

began an advisory role to the state government on the electronic identification of sheep across Victoria and Australia. 

Then a very new technology that is today utilised throughout the industry in Victoria, with compliance required by law. 

Despite these many different adventures and experiences becoming a mother provided me with challenges, rewards, and 

great humility, ultimately leading me into even further university studies. I initially graduated as a teacher, teaching in 

both high school and primary school and then finally, with what is now my fourth degree, as a Montessori teacher. This is 

a truly privileged role that I am constantly humbled by and that I cherish. I know that “every accomplishment starts with 

the decision to try” (Michelangelo). I am also keenly aware that “we are the sowers – our children are those that reap. We 

labour so that future generations will be better and nobler than we are, as the greatest gifts we can give our children are 

the roots of responsibility and the wings of independence, preparing our children not for school, but for life” (Maria 

Montessori). 

Whole School News 
 

Hats 
As per our Sun and UV Protection Policy children are required to wear a broad brimmed hat for all outdoor activity from 

the beginning of September until the end of April.  Please ensure that your child has a labelled hat in their bag at all times.   

Examples of suitable hats are a legionnaire style, broad brimmed or bucket hat as these will protect the face, neck and 

ears.  Caps are visors and are not considered a suitable alternative.   

If you would like to purchase a hat embroidered with the Beechworth Montessori logo we  have some available to 

purchase from the Office.  Prices range from $19.00 - $23.00. 

 

 


