TUESDAY 17th AUGUST 2021 - Term 3 Week 6

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
This week I am excited to share the sustainability work that is occurring across the
school as part of being a ResourceSmart School.

The Student Sustainability Action Team (SSAT Team) recently completed a
week-long waste audit of the ENTIRE SCHOOL to kick off the ‘Waste’ module
of the Resource Smart Schools Program. Grade 5 and 6 students weighed
classroom bins and checked to see if the waste was correctly sorted. No bin
was spared! The staffroom bin was meticulously inspected, and infractions
duly noted…
The next stage of the Waste module will involve the SSAT Team brainstorming
ways to reduce landfill across the school and make sure we are sorting our
rubbish correctly.
A big thanks to our SSAT core team comprising of Alta, Lilly, Liana, Bryce, River
and Charlie who led the audit and totalled the data.
Check out the photos of our amazing auditors in action and the data for the
whole school! It was a big job!
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2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

In this edition
Page 2 – Sustainability News
Page 3 – Cycle 2 News
Page 4-6 – Cycle 3 News
Page 7 – Meet our Staff
Page 7-10 – Whole School News

What’s on this term
School Athletics Carnival
Wed 18 August
National Tree Planting Day
Friday 20 August
Cycle 2 & 3 Book Week Dress Up
Day Thursday 26 August
Wellbeing & The Family Parent
Education Evening
Monday 30 September
Maria Montessori’s Birthday
Tues 31 August
Father’s Day
Sunday 5 September
Cycle 3 District Athletics
Carnival Thurs 9 September
Inaugural School Art Exhibition
(Celebrating International Peace
Day) Mon 13 – Fri 17 September
Term 3 Ends - 2.15pm finish
Friday 17 September
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Sustainability News
Whole School Waste in 1 week

Landfill

Recycling

Paper Towel

Bin

Compost

Photocopier

Amount (kg) in 1 week

Landfill

2.971kg

Recycling

6.563kg

Paper Towels

1.087kg

Soft Plastics

0.93kg

Compost
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Soft Plastics

12.875kg

Photocopier

0.36kg

Worm/Chook Buckets

0.823kg

Total

25.609kg

Worm/Chook Buckets

Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
Cycle 2 have heard the 3rd Great Story on the coming of humans to the earth. We’ve been exploring the fundamental
needs of people over time and also how humans have evolved over millions of years and how they have moved through
the different continents. Children have been exploring the many ice ages, the changes to clothing, food, shelter and tools,
and how transport has evolved.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye Room
One of the things that happens throughout the week in Tigereye is our reading groups. We have four different groups who
are each reading different books. Currently these are ‘Call of the Wild’, ‘The Silver Sword’, ‘Nanberry’ and ‘Wonder’. Each
group has two reading groups a week and as well as doing a bit of reading we also do various activities connected with
the text, depending on what goals we have decided on. For example, last week the ‘Wonder’ group plotted the rising
narrative tension in the book and the ‘Call of the Wild’ group wrote down any tricky words from the part they had just
read. One of our groups runs as a ‘book club’ where each member of the group has a different role each week (such as
discussion director, summariser, illustrator, passage picker and connector). It is terrific to see the students so open to
reading books that they might not usually choose to read and Asha and I really enjoy helping to run these groups.
Kat & Asha
Reading groups

Lilly and Mutethya
tracing Ruby and then
labelling all the bones

River learning the
bones of the
human body
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Cycle 3 News Continued…
From the Topaz Room
What I am proud of:

Archie: I am proud of my
Mars project.

Becca: my black-out poem
is called ’the Lizard’. I like it
because it looks good and
its fiction.

Blaike: My Jupiter project, I
like the picture on the
front, it took a while, I drew
a lot of the moons as well.

Bryce: the black-out poem,
it has explosion in it so I
used it for the poem!

Charlie: my black-out
poem, because I got to
write about bugs.

Elena: My black-out poem
is about animals. I am
proud of it because it is the
only thing I have finished so
far!

Frankie: my black out
poem, it is cool how you
make it.

Isaac: I am writing to
explain how a car works, I
am going to draw and
publish my work for my
finished workbook.

Izzy: This is my
Acknowledgement of
Country, I like that we can
say thank you for the
things around is.

Felix: I like pegboard
because the pegs remind
me of litle mushrooms and
it is also fun putting them
in the holes.

Leo: I am most proud of the
tweets I did for vocab club,
and my Acknowledgement
of Country.
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Hugo: I am proud of my
work on galaxies. This
project took over a week.

Cycle 3 News Continued…

Charles: my letter is still
my favourite work.

Lenny and Henry: We have
spent two or three weeks
on our South America
project, and we are still not
finished!

James: my black-out poem,
it was really fun and I
enjoyed doing it.

Lenny and Henry: We have
spent two or three weeks
on our South America
project, and we are still not
finished!

Taylor: I did Neptune, I
worked hard on this
project.

Rose: my black-out poem, I
think it’s cool.

Layla: my Acknowledgement of Country, I found it important
to write this, because it is important to remember the
people on the land before us. Also my South America
project. I enjoyed tracing the map and making the flags for
it. I used a laptop to find some of the information, I used
books as well.

Hugo: In Lego club I built a ‘mushroom man’, because why not?
I LOVE Lego club: building with friends, thinking about what to
build and making it happen. I am really proud of the house we
built together.
James: I reckon Lego club is quite good. It’s a good reason to
get your work done. I made a throne for a chicken, he is so rich
he has a server. The server likes giving pineapples to the
chicken.
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Meet our Amazing Staff
Hello Montessori community, I’m Karen and I’m the Education Support Teacher. I love spending my days helping children
master the skills they find most challenging.
My education journey has been long and varied. I commenced teaching way back in 1995 after training as a secondary
physical education and science teacher. In 2003, a medical diagnosis turned my life upside down and I could no longer go
for a walk, let alone teach PE, so my teaching diverged to include more maths. Meanwhile, my own children attended
BMS and it was expanding. The principal of BMS asked me to consider retraining as a Montessori teacher and my new
direction began. I commenced as the director of Turquoise where I remained for 8 wonderful years before transitioning
into my current role; I love the work so much that I started my own tutoring business so I could help more children.
On a personal note...









I have two adult children and have been married for 26 years
I’m an introvert, a perfectionist, a twin, a minimalist, efficient, early to bed and early to
rise
I enjoy teaching, learning, exercise, reading, jigsaw puzzles, board games, music, baking,
piano, op shopping
I don’t like loud noises, podcasts, talking books, parties, shopping in December, being late
I’m terrible at splitting wood
I admire people who overcome adversity
The best thing about my job is helping students to believe in themselves
I wish that every child could experience a Montessori education.

Whole School News
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Whole School News Continued…
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Whole School News Continued…
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Whole School News Continued…
MSCA is presenting a webinar in two weeks' time on Tuesday 31st August (to coincide with & celebrate Maria
Montessori's birthday). Alfie Kohn will be presenting the session on 'The (progressive) schools our children deserve.'
Alfie is a world renowned author and speaker. He will explore the alternatives to conventional educational practices,
explaining why progressive education isn’t just a realistic alternative but one that’s far more likely to help kids become
critical thinkers and lifelong learners.
You can either attend the live presentation at 10am AEST or the re-broadcast at 8.00pm AEST.
The unique event access code for Beechworth Montessori School is: BEECHWORTHMS
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