TUESDAY 20th JULY 2021 - Term 3 Week 2

Newsletter
A Note from Susi

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

In this edition
There are a variety of ways in which you can be involved in the school and early years
service, such as:
•
•
•

Reading with children in the classroom
Sharing skills - cooking, wood working, sewing or a particular profession
Working in the garden

Or you may wish to contribute to the governance of the organisation and nominate
to be a member of the Committee of Management.
This term I would like to seek your support to a long term commitment, the
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). Our RAP aims to support our school and early years
in developing an educational environment that fosters higher levels of knowledge
and pride in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories cultures and contributions.
Within our community, there is unique knowledge and valuable experience that we
would love to see reflected in the actions that we commit to in our RAP. If you would
like to be involved in any way with the development and ongoing implementation of
our RAP, including being part of the RAP Working Group (to meet 1 or 2 times a
term) please get in touch with myself via email or phone to discuss further.
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What’s on this term
National Tree Planting Day
Friday 30 July
Maria Montessori’s Birthday
Tues 31 August
Parent Education Evening
Monday 2 August
Fruit Fly Circus Incursion
Tues 3 August
PUPIL FREE DAY Mon 9 August

To learn more about Reconciliation Australia’s Narragunnawali program and RAP
development process, you may also like to visit:
www.reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali
As well, if you have an hour or so free, we would love some help to plant 60 trees on
Schools National Tree Planting Day on Friday 30 July! We would welcome
assistance whether pointing in the right direction or helping on the day to conduct a
biodiversity audit for the collection of baseline data as part of Resource Smart
Schools Sustainability Certification.
Warm regards
Susi

School Athletics Carnival
Wed 18 August
Cycle 2 & 3 Book Week Dress Up
Day Thursday 26 August
Cycle 2 Wonga Wetlands
Excursion Thurs 2 September
Cycle 3 District Athletics
Carnival Thurs 9 September
Inaugural School Art Exhibition
(Celebrating International Peace
Day) Mon 13 – Fri 17 September
Term 3 Ends - 2.15pm finish
Friday 17 September
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Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
Brief though it was, it was still lovely to have everyone back from holidays last week. Cycle 2 quickly swung into routines
with children cooking, enjoying lessons and exploring new concepts and ideas. As soon as this current lockdown is finished,
we will be returning to the Library as well. Moonstone has welcomed some fish into our classroom and we’ve also begun
a worm farm that will be looked after by the children across both Moonstone and Turquoise rooms, (as worms can eat a
lot of food scraps!)

Cooking up a delicious storm during our first week back

Exploring the differences between when something is
congruent, similar or equivalent in maths and geometry.

Quiet reading
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Preparing the worm farm

Cycle 2 News Continued…
The 2 Boys & The Whale
By George & Kai
Once upon a time there were two boys called Jacob and Harry.
Harry sailed on a boat to Jacob's house which was in an
underground city. At lunchtime, Harry and Jacob got to ride the pet
whale, Nick. The underground city had heaps and heaps of rooms.
The underground city was made out of wood so it would soon rot
away. But they were turning it into iron soon so it was ok. The next
day Nick the whale was caught in a fishing net. That day Harry
and Jacob went to ride Nick, but he wasn't there. Jacob and Harry
ran into the city yelling to their mum and dad “He’s gone! Nick is
GONE!”. So Harry and Jacob came up with a plan involving Nick’s
ocean friends. They caught some crabs, but they didn't kill them.
They told them to help set Nick free. Harry, Jacob and the crabs
got out on Harry's boat and looked for Nick. While sailing, the team
spotted fishing next with something colossal caught inside it. “It
looks like Nick!” said Harry. Jacob said to the crabs, “Go and free
Nick!”. The crabs used their pincers to destroy a bit of the net,
allowing it to be ripped open. What a relief! Harry and Jacob’s pet
was finally free. They sailed home to the underground city, with
Nick (and the crabs on his back) beside the boat.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz and Tigereye Rooms

Sovereign Hill Camp Memories - 21st to 23rd June 2021
Best Things
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Being able to go around the town with my friends and buy stuff.
AURA and the mine tour.
Going into the mine on a tram, we were in the dark for a minute.
The mine tour was Awesome!
The costumed school.
The horse and cart.
Riding in the horse and cart.
The mine tour.
The war between the Wesleyans and the Raggeds. The Wesleyans
had the tower and the Raggeds had the boat, then there was a big
all-out war and the Raggeds conquered the tower. It was so
fun because the playground was so HUGE
How everyone ended up getting along after the war.
Dipping candles.
The apple pies from the Hope bakery.
Checking out the blacksmiths.
Looking at the jewellery they made at Sovereign Hill.
The light and sound show was great.

Hardest Things
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Writing on a slope and writing with an ink pen.
Trying to write a ‘J’ in ink.
Leaving.
Zipping my suitcase.
The backwards alphabet.
The 16 times tables.
Writing on the slates because it kept squeaking and writing in ink.
The writing part because we had to write in copperplate and in ink
and I’m left-handed. I blotted the writing after each letter.
Getting back to school for 1o’clock when you don’t have a watch.
Going to sleep was the hardest thing.
Getting changed into school clothes was hard.
Learning our 12 times tables.
Going to sleep was the hardest thing.
Finding some dinner when we stopped on the way home.
Doing up the neckerchief.
Going down steps whilst wearing the giant dress and petticoat.
You get lots of exercise just walking around because your clothes
are so heavy.
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Cycle 3 News Continued…
Funniest Things
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

When M’am started singing. She was dreadful!
When we said ‘um’ and M’am said ‘Oh arms again! If I get any more ‘arms’
I’ll have more than an octopus’
When our M’am said she likes us being punctual and then she was 5 or 10
minutes late!
When we lost someone because she wandered off trying to find a place to
wash her lollypop.
When one of the boys dropped his hat off the big tower and nearly lost it.
When a girl nearly fell off her chair.
When the doctor came to the Ragged School he said that some of the boys
had to shave their heads to get rid of the lice and burn their clothes. He
told a couple of people they had to have a cow pat poultice on their
chests.
When I slept talked at night.
When one of the boys spoke about burgers in his sleep.
When someone said he was bus sick whilst sitting on his bed.
When a teacher walked with the book on her head and it kept dropping.
The doctor!
The doctor’s weird cures.
Seeing dad dressed up and calling him sir.
Seeing the teacher laugh when she didn’t want to!
We made up our own jokes.

Quotes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness”- M’am
“Children should be seen but not heard”- M’am
“It’s hard to tell what my sister is feeling because she’s an actor”
“Wesleyans do not have anything to do with swearing, alcohol and
violence”- M’am
“Remember children you may be Ragged children but you don’t have
Ragged manners”- M’am
“Manners maketh the man”- M’am
“The devil finds work for idle hands”- on the chalkboard in the Wesleyan
school
To a child, who is left-handed: “Have you found a reason for writing with
your left hand yet? Did you burn it when you were cooking with your
mama?”- Wesleyan M’am
“Charlie, there’s no need to take off your cap! Are you proposing?”Wesleyan M’am
“We dip the pen into the ink well. We do not stir, we are not baking a
cake!”- Wesleyan M’am
“Dip, wipe, blot, write!” M’am on how to write with the ink pens
“Don’t marry a miner, marry a man who has a windowsill because if he has
a windowsill he has roof and walls.”- Ragged School M’am
Children should be seen and not heard”.
“Master Niall stand”.
“Arms? If I have any more arms, I’ll be an octopus”.
“Students stand, students sit.”

Page 5 of 7

Cycle 3 News Continued…
What I learnt
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How hard cursive is.
My 16 times tables.
That they judge by your height not your age!
It was very hard in the 1850s.
Our students can be very quiet when the teacher is wielding a large stick.
That the Wesleyans lived up the hill at Mt Pleasant.
Luckily the Wesleyan school has modern day heating.
It must have been really boring when it was raining.
Reciting the alphabet backwards is harder than it looks.
They had to dig deeper than just 20 metres to get the gold.
How to make a gold bar.
That children were expected to be seen and not heard.
Never be late.
People lived in tents, they had their own flag so they could find them.
I learned to write with a feather and ink.
If you worked down the mine you can die from lack of oxygen.
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Meet our Amazing Staff
Hi, I’m Sharelle and I work in the Office and also occasionally help out in the
classrooms.
I completed a teaching degree at Uni when I left Secondary school, however
widespread education cuts at the time meant that permanent teaching jobs were
hard to come by. Wanting stable employment I changed my career path, completed
a retail management traineeship, and began working in various management roles
and then a retail buying position in Melbourne. I really enjoyed the overseas travel,
sourcing new products and the variety and creativity that came with the buying role.
I would have quite happily stayed, however I had reached the point where I was
ready to have kids and I wanted to dedicate the time to being a Mum rather than
try to juggle travel and heavy work commitments that came with the buying role.
When our first born was 4 months old my husband and I left Melbourne and moved
to NE Victoria to be closer to family. We then went on to have 2 more children. I
feel privileged to have such a wonderful family and a good life. I enjoy cooking,
reading, crocheting and spending time outdoors- walking, kayaking, gardening and
bike riding. I love listening to live music, visiting the beach and travelling.
When our children reached school age I decided that it was time to put my teaching degree to use. After a few years of
doing a combination of teaching and school administration the position at Beechworth Montessori came up. I have now
been working at BMS for almost 5 years. I am continually inspired by the professionalism and investment in the children’s
learning by our teachers and staff. Working at BMS has helped me to understand the depth of commitment needed to
provide a quality education that the manuals don’t prepare you for at Uni. I am grateful to be working in such a positive
learning environment where all staff members are held to high professional standards and relationships are based on
trust, respect and appreciation.

Community News
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