TUESDAY 22nd JUNE 2021 - Term 2 Week 10

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
With Covid regulations changing sometimes by the day it can be hard to keep up!
Please know parents are welcome to come into the school, just remember to
check in with the QRcode and wear a facemask inside unless exempt.
NAIDOC Week 2021 is held from Sunday 4 July to Sunday 11 July (which is in the
middle of school holidays). This year’s theme is ‘Heal Country!’ and calls for
stronger measures to recognise, protect, and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage. We are signing up to
Narragunnawali program which supports schools and early learning services to
provide practical ways to introduce meaningful reconciliation initiatives in the
classroom, around the school and with the community. To celebrate NAIDOC Week
and to acknowledge the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples we will be:
 Developing a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) - a formal statement of
commitment to promoting reconciliation between the wider Australian
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. A RAP
demonstrates to the community that a school or early learning service is
forward thinking about reconciliation and committed to making positive
change.
 Purchasing curriculum resources to promote reconciliation and to
strengthen children and students’ knowledge and understanding of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and contributions.
Social Enterprise One of my great joys each week is connecting with the Year 6
students to work on social enterprises. Two things to share:
 Beechworth Montessori School has been invited by ACRE to participate in a
trial to connect two schools from Scotland and Australia around the Social
Enterprise in Education/Schools program – it’s like going on an adventure!
 Lilly, Liana & Archie’s social enterprise CCC – Coffee, Cakes to help cure Cancer
will be donating over 50% of their profit to the Breast Cancer Foundation.
After training with Craig (Snowy) from the Old Beechworth Gaol Café they
are ready to launch their first trading event!
Friday Hot Chocolate!
This Friday at lunchtime 12.15pm – 1pm
Hot chocolate $2 if you bring your own
cup
$2.50 cup supplied.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December
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What’s on this term
Cycle 3 Camp Monday 21 –
Wednesday 23 June
Term 2 Ends Friday 25 June
2.15pm finish

What’s on next term
NAIDOC Week 4-11 July
Term 3 commences Mon 12 July
Winter Sports Carnival Friday 16
July
National Tree Planting Day
Friday 30 July
Maria Montessori’s Birthday
Tues 31 August
Parent Education Evening
Monday 2 August
Fruit Fly Circus Incursion
Tues 3 August
PUPIL FREE DAY Mon 9 August
School Athletics Carnival
Wed 18 August
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More to come….

Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
As we near the end of our final week of Term 2 we’d like to aknowledge just how the children have melded into the daily
routine, and independently so.
Ruby Room would like to welcome new families for Term 3, asking that new families and preexisting please ensure that
you let us know of any new routines or email Michaela/Elli dependant on when your child is enroled within the room.
We hope everyone has a restful holiday ready for Term 3!

A note from Michaela
Hello everyone,
Just a short word about our Thursday sessions.
The children - all 8 of them who attend on Thursdays- are very busy and are enjoying the program that Elli has set out for
them.
The children arrive and settle very quickly and then are happy to start ‘doing’. Some of the children choose their activities
straight away while some look around or watch other children and then decide. Some children are happy for a lesson
presentation to show them how a new activity works.
The children are now spending a good hour busy with activities before having their morning snack.
After snack, the toileting routine starts and then the children get their coats on and we head outside for a run around and
play weather permitting.
Before lunch, we come in and have a circle time involving some singing and /or movement, use of musical instruments
and then a story.
At 12pm some children go home while others stay and have lunch. The children have become more independent with this
routine and appear very comfortable.
It is encouraging to see what these little ones are able to achieve and there is a great sense of peace present in the room
throughout the day.
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
Work
Montessori educators describe the spontaneous activity of infants, children and young people as work. When their activity
is freely chosen and purposeful, children focus their attention on the activity in order to repeat and perfect what they are
doing. As they work, they build their powers of concentration and judgement. Work of this type does not result from
external direction; instead it arises out of children’s interest, often linked to a sensitive period. This type of activity was
described by Dr Montessori as ‘work’ in recognition of the sense of purpose infants, children and young people display
during the activity and to lend dignity to the enormous task of creative self-construction that infants, children and young
people are undertaking as they work. Montessori learning environments provide motives for purposeful work that
engages and supports development. (Montessori National Curriculum p6)
Cycle 1 children at work
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Cycle 1 News Continued…
Cycle 1 children at work

NAIDOC activities
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Cycle 1 News Continued…
Over the past month, the prep children have engaged in NAIDOC activities around the theme Heal Country, heal our
nation. They have viewed the Indigenous languages of Australia map (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odFHrTFrgAI)
and discussed what the term Country means for First Nations people. They participated in a discussion about the
difference between Welcome to Country and Acknowledgement of Country and watched a video of a Wurundjeri Welcome
to Country. They also discussed the importance of Country, and how we can proactively care for Country. Yesterday, the
children listened to the story of Bunjil and Waa, acted it out using puppets, watched the clip Bunjil Eagle and Waa Crow
on youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRewHlsN04s) and then drew their own story using symbols.

Next term the Early Years team will be developing and implementing the Reconciliation Policy.

A message from Tameeka:
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Montessori School staff and parent community for the support and
understanding this term. It has been a very sad time for me and my two boys, but we are getting some routine and a sense
of our new normal. I feel very fortunate to be a part of such a caring community. Thank you and enjoy a restful winter
break.
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Whole School News
Jenson’s Garden Report
At the school we have 120 plants to go into the new nature garden. During lockdown
myself, Stanley, Theo, Hugh and Micah dug 30 holes with the new hole digger and our
spades. We then planted nearly 30 trees and shrubs. It is going to look amazing!
At the front door of the school there is a tally board to show how many holes have been
dug. Hopefully we can dig some more holes, but we might need some help!
Jenson Rivers (Turquoise)

Meet our Amazing Staff
Hi there, I am Kim and I am the Education Support Assistant in Topaz with the Cycle 3
students. This is my second full year in Cycle 3, I started in Early Years in July 2019 two
days a week.
I live in the King Valley on 200 acres with my husband Andrew. My daugther Steph (25)
got married last year and is a High School teacher at Mansfield and my son Daniel (22)
has five months left of his Bachleor of Education degree, educators all round in my
family.
Before I started my journey in Education I was dairy farming with Andrew on our farm. When we retired from dairy farming
I started voluteering at my children’s primary school. I have always loved reading and playing schools even roping my
cousins in when we were little.
In 2010 I did my Certificate 3 in Education Support and started working in a grade 5/6 class at my
children’s primary as well as working as the Director in the After School and Vactation Care
Program. In July 2010 I started working as a Education Support Assistant at a primary school in
Wangaratta I stayed there for ten years. In 2015 at started my Batchleor of Education Early
Childhood Primary with the encouragement from my principal. This is where I came across Maria
Montesorri and I was drawn to her philosphy, and I realised that I had used a lot of her methods
with my own children.
My hobbies include reading for enjoyment when I am not reading uni textbooks cross stitching and playing the piano. You
will also see me in Ruby Room at lunchtime putting the little poppets to sleep.
I feel very blessed to be a part of this amazing school and community.
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Music News
Peter and the Wolf
Earlier this term we were priviliged to watch the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s fabulous performance of Peter and
the Wolf, brought to life by large puppets. This was made available for regional schools via streaming. The Cycle 2 classes
enjoyed the performance so much, they actually watched it twice. Since then we have had a lot of fun learning to
recognize the different melodies and instruments that represent each character: the string section for Peter, the bassoon
for Grandfather, the oboe for the duck, the clarinet for the cat, the flute for the bird, three French horns for the wolf, and
the timpani for the hunters.
I would like to encourage you to put the music on in the background for your
children, or even better, let them watch this excellent performance of Peter
and the wolf which shows close ups of the instruments being played:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2QIzHA3hVE&t=55s.
For students who would prefer to look at an illustrated version of the story,
follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ueGfjBKbiE

Work on rhythm
Over the last few weeks, students have learnt that a humble plastic cup can be used effectively as a percussion instrument,
and that writing rhythms is fun and easy. They have also learnt that trying to maintain a steady pulse while taking it in
turns to give a one bar percussion solo on the cups, is not so easy!
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Cycle 3 Camp photos
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Cycle 3 Camp photos
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Community News
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