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  TUESDAY 11th MAY 2021 - Term 2 Week 4 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
 
The working bee – so much fun! 

Energy and enthusiasm, creativity and teamwork! Stacks of newspapers, piles of 

cardboard, flour bags and sheets laid down while wheelbarrows filled with mulch 

and gravel pushed, tipped, spread and raked. The bed of the biodiversity garden is 

ready for planting! (The soccer goals were welded, rust-treated and painted too.) 

Thank you so much to all the families who could offer a helping hand - an absolutely 

incredible achievement in 2 hours on a Saturday! 

Boulders - heaps of fun! 

An offer too good to refuse, 5 tip trucks of granite boulders and rock, co-ordinated 

by parent and sculptor Ben Gilbert (Fela’s dad) and kindly delivered by a former 

parent, Ronnie Wilkinson (Taya and Caddison attended the kindergarten 20 years 

ago) along with a machine and operator, Ian, the rocks were carefully placed into 

the biodiversity garden.  

Natural play spaces 

A big thank you to this dynamic team, Ben, Ronnie and Ian, for moving tons of rocks 

over the weekend to help our school create some really beautiful natural play 

spaces. Boulders have been scattered, truckloads of sand delivered, an incredible 

giant sandpit constructed, and a story chair has found its home.  

It has been a phenomenally inspiring, energising and satisfying couple of weeks 

thanks to our wonderful parent and wider community. 

Enjoy the photos! 

 

Regards Susi 
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 2021 Term Dates: 

Term 1 29 January – 1 April 

Term 2 19 April – 25 June 

Term 3 12 July – 17 September 

Term 4 4 October – 14 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 – Cycle 2 News 

 Page 3 - 5 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 5 – Meet our Staff 

 Page 6 – Working Bee Photos 

  

     

 What’s on this term 

NAPLAN Tues 11 – Thurs 13 May 

Parent Education Evening – 
Follow the Child Monday 17 
May, 6 – 7pm 

Upper Hume Division Cross 
Country Friday 28 May 

Pupil Free Day Friday 4 June 

Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
Pupil Free Day Monday 14 June 

Fruit Fly Circus Incursion 
Wednesday 16 June, 10.30am 

Cycle 3 Camp Monday 21 – 
Wednesday 23 June 

Term 2 Ends Friday 25 June 
2.15pm 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms 

 

Cycle 2 has been delighted to welcome some new students to both classes this term and also a slightly different classroom 

member, a very special black Labrador, who is a service dog for one of our new students. We’ve all relished being able to 

make our Mother’s Day gifts and have continued to enjoy the excursions out and about to the Beechworth Library, as well 

as to the local Beechworth shops, for those students tasked with cooking that week. This term the Second Great Story is 

being presented across the two classrooms, which opens up the enormous scope of plant and animal evolution, both 

within our oceans and on land. New Montessori equipment has also now arrived, further enhancing our classrooms and 

offering students new and different ways to explore some of the core topics in Maths, Language and Grammar. 

 



Page 3 of 6 

Cycle 3 News 

 

From the Tigereye Room 

This week’s Tigereye news has come to you from Ruby Burns and Lilly. 

Social Enterprise - The year 6’s are cracking on with their Social Enterprises! The first week back this term we had Pete 

and Tom, from Social Enterprise Schools, come out to see how the students were going. Since then, product prototyping 

has gotten into full swing. In these photos Alta, Tayge, Mutethya and Rose are prototyping and designing logos.  

Remember to drop your clothing and accessory donations into the THRIFTY box in the foyer! It’s going to a good cause – 

World Hunger. 

 

Zoology & Science - The Year 6s and 5s have been learning about Phylum Chordata- focusing on fish. The Year 4s have 

been learning about atoms & molecules. Last week they made edible models of different molecules with lolly snakes. 

History – In history we have been learning about when Captain Cook came to Australia and the Aboriginal people how 

they felt about the Europeans. We are learning that the Aboriginal people got almost wiped out around Sydney by the 

small pox and how some of them fought back like Pemulwuy who was thought to not be able to be killed by bullets.  

Mother’s Day morning – On Thursday the 6th of May, mothers of some of the students came into the class for mother’s 

day and saw how we work in the class and got offered tea and a muffin .  

Monday afternoon fitness circuit 

On Mondays we do a fitness circuit in the hall where we do different activities for about a minute and the rotate. Some of 

the things we do are plank, mini hurdles, tuck jumps, sit ups and burpies. It is hard and fun. It gets your blood flowing! 

  

U3A Sustainability Talk at Memorial Hall –  

On Wednesday, Lilly, Charlie, Liana and Alta all went to the Memorial Hall to talk about recycling Lilly and Liana talked 

about soft plastics Charlie talked about our worms and Alta talked about paper and scrap paper.  

Feedback from Peggy McKinlay and Indigo U3A: 

“I want to say what a pleasure it was to have your students present at our recycling session yesterday.  

For a start, it's good to know that schools like yours are teaching and practicing good waste management habits. 

But even more importantly, it is so encouraging  to see young people who are well mannered, and also self 

confident and capable of speaking up in public. 

Please pass on our thanks to Lilly, Liana, Alta and Charlie for adding to the content of the afternoon so capably.” 
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 
Autumn Leaf Raking –  

On a Friday afternoon Sam, Lilly, Timmy, Tom, Charlie and about half the class raked leaves on the island. 

  

From the Topaz Room 

Science 
Chemical changes: I find it interesting how the cork flew out of the bottle, because the build-up of the pressure from the 

chemical reaction- Liana. 

Simple machines: They are very hard to make but they are fun to play with. We made some from special material. We 

also created some with paper towel, plasticine, cups, plates, paddle pop sticks, and tape- Lenny.  

Simple machines are not simple to make but are simple to use- Izzy. 

Geography 
Work of water: projects in progress.  

Calum, Rose and I are making a canyon for our work of water project. The hard thing is cardboard is think so we need lots 

of layers. The easy part is putting the glue on! -James.  

Water comes from lots of different sources, creates its own channels, valleys, canyons- Bryce. 

The river has its own source, tributaries, they finish in lakes or the ocean- Charlie.  

Blaike, Charlie, Rose and I are building a canyon out of Lego, because we all enjoy Lego and you don’t get glue everywhere!- 

Bryce.  

Work of wind.  

Wind chips away some pieces of rock to make different shapes- Minnie 

Making models is in-between easy and hard. Using the colours and making the wind chart are my favourite things- 

Summer. 

The wind sculpture was fun to make, because we used plasticine, which is easy to use- Taylor.  
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 

Literacy 
Noun chart: Choose two different nouns, then draw three of one noun and two of another 

noun- Frankie.  

It was fun drawing, I picked llamas because they are my favourite animal. We have four llamas 

living at our place for now!- Calum 

History 
Wanted posters: we have been learning about the first fleet, and that means convicts! The 

video games was fun (sea museum voyage) because we had to treat people and the fishing 

was good- Felix. 

For history we did our wanted posters, I found it very creative and fun way to do history. 

I used a real person and I learnt a lot about history this way- Liana. 

Cooking 
I cooked apple and cinnamon muffins. They were YUMMY! Summer was nice to work with (she was very helpful)- Archie. 

Liana and I cooked pretzels, everyone said they were undercooked, but they were hard to cook as they took a long time 

to cook- Charlie.  

We cooked crackers! It was fun, I enjoyed the mixing. We then ate them with different dips- Charles. 

We cooked Italian snack bread, because it was the only thing that didn’t have cheese, we picked it because we don’t like 

cheese that much! Blaike. 

 

 

The Playground 
The sandpit is very BIG, now you can have your own space to dig, which is very good- Hugo.  

 

Meet our Amazing Staff 
 

My name is Rob and whilst I am new to Beechworth Montessori, I have lived in Beechworth 

for the last five and half years with my wife Mary, our two boys, seven chickens, and our 

chocolate lab Mitta who is a more recent addition. I originally trained in Outdoor and 

Environmental Education at La Trobe University, and I have been lucky to teach in a range of 

settings in Australia, South Africa and New Zealand. Spending time in the outdoors is one of 

my favourite things to do, and I have completed expeditions in Greenland, Antarctica and the 

mountains of New Zealand. To me Physical Education needs to be enjoyable and it needs to 

cater to all abilities. You will find me incorporating a lot of my outdoor education skills and 

knowledge into our PE classes! 

When I am not teaching, I am kept busy with my business servicing and installing water pumps. 

I grew up on a farm in South Australia where we needed lots of pumps, and I am also practical, 

so this suits me.  I also enjoy spending time with my family and introducing our boys to a range 

of outdoor and physical activities. I look forward to meeting you all throughout the year.  
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Working Bee Photos 
 

 


