TUESDAY 27th APRIL 2021 - Term 2 Week 2

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Welcome to Term 2 and to all of our new students and their families. We also
welcome Rob Rymil, Sports teacher and Bec Watson, Early Years assistant.
It’s a busy term ahead. I hope you can join us for one or more events!
Celebrating Mother’s Day Thursday 6 May 8.30am – 9.30am
This year we thought we would try something a little different. Mothers or
significant adults are invited to visit the classroom in the morning and share with
your child/ren their first work choice for the day!
First Working Bee for the year This Saturday 1 May 10 am – 12 noon.
Come along and have some fun while we lay the newspaper and wheelbarrow
mulch and gravel ready for planting the biodiversity garden. We might even get
time to arrange some boulders! Followed by pizza for lunch. Please RSVP.
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info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
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Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
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Term 4 4 October – 14 December
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What’s on this term
School Photos 26 & 29 April
Cross Country Wed 28 April

Parent Education Evening Monday 17 May 6pm – 7pm.
Discover the world of geometry in a Montessori classroom! Within the context of
geometry, how does the Montessori term ‘follow the child’ apply to learning?
Guided by our classroom directors, this evening introduces the geometric solids beautiful wooden forms - the sphere, cube, rectangular prism, a square-based
pyramid, ovoid and more! A great example of hands on learning. How is the child
introduced to geometry? How are geometric concepts further developed and
expanded throughout the cycles across the school? How do we ‘follow the child’?
Allows time for Q & A. Highly recommended for parents of children from 2 years
to 12 years old. Babysitting provided. Please RSVP.
The Fruit Fly Circus is coming to town! In fact it is coming to our hall!
Smack. Bam. Wham. Splat! is a circus and musical show that encourages children
to look back on their own childhood and dream ahead to their future, featuring
songs written and performed by the Fruit Fly Circus students. It will explore themes
of friendship, trust, taking risks, dealing with conflict, breaking gender stereotypes,
and team work. Especially for kids from ages 6 – 12.
Cycle 3 Camp Sovereign Hill Costume School 3 day camp the last week of term 2.

District Cross Country Fri 30 April
Working Bee Sat 1 May 10-12pm
Mother’s Day Morning Thurs 6
May 8.30 – 9.30am
NAPLAN Tues 11 – Thurs 13 May
Parent Education Evening –
Follow the Child Monday 17
May, 6 – 7pm
Upper Hume Division Cross
Country Friday 28 May
Pupil Free Day Friday 4 June
Fruit Fly Circus Incursion Wed 16
June (TBC)
Cycle 3 Camp Mon 21 - 23 June

Inaugural Beechworth Montessori Art Exhibition (Term 3)
Term 2 Ends Friday 25 June
Preparations are afoot for our first art exhibition! Art teacher Terie Quealy and
2.15pm
assistant local artist Tania Sutton are presenting a range of art media and concepts
to the primary students each week. These fabulous works of art will be revealed at
the art exhibition in the hall as our way of celebrating UN International Peace Day in September 2021.
Warm regards, Susi.
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Welcome back to Term 2!
Ruby room would like to welcome new families to the room this term into our evergrowing group of little ones.
With the start of the new term there have been a couple of changes as seasons
change and our room reviews the routine and what works and what does not.
The first to change is the position of the mini iPad to the brown desk in front of
Susi’s office due to reception problems in the courtyard. The Cycle 1 mini iPad
should be in front of their room at the end of the day. If you have any queries feel
free to ask Susi, Feona, Sharelle or Ruby room staff.
As the weather cools we ask that you pack some warmer clothes for your children
and still pack a sun hat as we are still abiding by sun smart rules until the end of
April.
Ruby has also incorporated more independence with entering the room for those
of capable age to do so; for instance putting their own lunch on the shelf, drink
bottle in the basket next to the shelf, putting their own bag away in the bag area,
name tag up and now putting their own hand towel up in the bathroom as well as
nappies if the child has any.
Montessori environments are prepared to reflect the understanding that
movement is necessary for learning. From birth children strive to construct and
refine two types of movement:


Whole body movement and gross motor equilibrium



Refinement of movement of the hand and fine motor hand-eye
coordination.

The goal for young children is to bring both types of movement gradually under the
control of the mind. Bringing movement under control of the mind is the foundation
stone of the independence children and young people continue to develop
throughout their formative years.
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Cycle 1 Photos
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
FAMILY PICNIC
What a great turn-out we had last term for our first family picnic in over twelve months. It was lovely to see so many
parents and the children were excited to show off their playground, classroom, and learning journals. Let’s hope that
COVID plays nicely, and we can once again schedule these on a regular basis.

OUTDOORS
We were greeted with a thick carpet of autumn leaves after the break, which has kept the children entertained. There has
been never-ending raking each day and filling up of the old tractor tyre and the organics bin. The tractor tyre has become
a ‘swimming pool’ with the children sitting amongst the leaves. Other children have been industriously doing ‘roadworks’
by raking the gravel path, which is starting to look in much better condition. Our sandpits had a top up with softfall sand
over the holidays and are now the site of lots of sculpting as the sand holds its shape well. A big thank you to Nathan and
Tricia, who spent a number of hours on the weekend erecting the cubby and weeding amongst the irises and rock path.
We are always on the lookout for helping hands, you just need a current Working with Children Check. There are a number
of children who would love to get out into the garden with a helpful parent.

JACKETS
As the weather is quickly getting chillier and chillier, it is important that your child has a warm jumper and/or jacket packed
each day. Whilst they may think they are warm enough in the morning, it can get bitterly cold whilst we sit and eat lunch.
Unfortunately, we do not have enough spares to rug up all of the children who become cold throughout the day, so your
assistance is greatly appreciated.

SMARTCENTRAL
Just a reminder to ensure you sign your child in each morning and out at pick-up time. We use this information to ensure
our numbers and ratios are correct, and also for emergency evacuation purposes. It is also important that you put the first
name (and surname if you like) of the person who is going to collect your child at the end of their session. The children
often ask us who is going to collect them, and if it is left blank we are unable to reassure them. The daily sign-in/out
information is also a legal document and as such needs to be filled out correctly each day.

General News
SCHOOL AND LIBRARY BAGS
We have added two new items to our uniform range.
 School Bag - $55
 Library Bag - $25
Also included in this price is the option to have your child’s name embroidered onto
the item.
If you are interested in purchasing either of the bags, or any other uniform items,
please contact the Office.

LOST AND FOUND
Has your child lost a wallet? In the last week of term 1 a wallet with a Velcro opening was found. If you think this might
be yours please contact the Office.
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Community Notices
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