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  TUESDAY 23rd MARCH 2021 - Term 1 Week 9 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 

From the concrete to the abstract ς the Montessori Maths Curriculum 
Yesterday I had the pleasure of observing small group maths lessons in the primary 

school. Some lessons were the same year level and others were mixed year levels.  

Each lesson a different mathematical concept and demonstrated using different 

Montessori maths materials. It was great to see the students so engaged and the 

concepts so clearly presented. 

In our classrooms you will see an incredible range of concrete Montessori maths 

materials, each with a purpose, visually beautiful and designed to help the children 

learn and build solid mathematical skills.  

²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ŏŀƴ ΨǎŜŜΩ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ǘhey experience 

the visual representations of mathematical concepts such as number and quantity, 

place value, operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), 

fractions, measurement and problem solving.  

In Cycle 1 the children gain an incredibly strong foundation of mathematical 

concepts through their work with the concrete materials. In the primary school the 

children continue to work on more advanced mathematical understandings with 

concrete materials. They learn to make connections between concepts and move 

at their own pace toward abstraction. They are able to extend their knowledge 

into more advanced maths such as squaring and cubing numbers and solving 

algebraic equations when ready. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŜǎǎƻǊƛ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛƴd work together, with 

concrete materials, they internalise concepts at a deeper, more lasting level. 

On another note, on behalf of our school community I would like to thank all of 

the parents who worked together to make National Ride to School Day such an 

enjoyable and successful event. From preparing and serving breakfast to 

supervising students to safely ride to and from school your time, energy and 

enthusiasm is very much appreciated.  I have received such positive feedback from 

students, parents and staff.  We also doubled the record from last year and had 

over 60 students riding or scooting to school! 

With gratitude, Susi 
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2021 Term Dates: 

Term 1 29 January ς 1 April 

Term 2 19 April ς 25 June 

Term 3 12 July ς 17 September 

Term 4 4 October ς 14 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 ς Cycle 2 News 

 Page 3 ς Cycle 3 News 

 Page 4 ς Cycle 3 News 

 Page 5, 6  ς General News  

 Page 7 ς Get to know our Staff 

 Page 8, 9 ς Community Notices 

  

    

 ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ 

Beechworth Secondary Open 
Night  Tues 30 March 6-8pm                               

AGM Tue 30 March 6-7pm 

Term 1 ends Thurs 1 April 
2.15pm finish 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳ 

Term 2 Commences Mon 19 April 

Anzac Day Sunday 25 April 

School Photos Week of 26 April  

Cross Country Wed 28 April 

District Cross Country Fri 30 April 

NAPLAN Tues 11 ς Thurs 13 May 

Parent Education Evening ς 
Follow the Child Monday 17 May 

Upper Hume Division Cross 
Country Friday 28 May 

Pupil Free Day Friday 4 May 

Cycle 3 Camp 21-23 June 

Term 3 Ends Friday 25 June 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ȅŎƭŜ н ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳme after the restrictions of Covid last year. This year 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ȅŎƭŜ н ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

work out what they require from the shops to cook their recipe. They then write out a shopping list, take some money 

and go shopping! Students need to ask for things from the butchers and others, work out what money they need and what 

change should be expected. They then spend Thursdays cooking for us all! 

  

Cycle 2 went to the oval on the 4th of March to experience the comparative size of the planets to one another. Planets 
were different sized fruits ranging from our smallest planet, Mercury (which was a peppercorn), to our largest planet, 
Jupiter (a watermelon). We used all sorts of fruits including a blueberry, cherry tomatoes, an apple, orange and a small 
rockmelon. The students measured how far apart each planet was in relation to our sun and then groups of children 
ΨƻǊōƛǘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨƻǊōƛǘǎΩ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ 
to how long it took for our dwarf planet, Pluto students, to orbit the sun just once, way out towards the edge of the oval! 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
have an umbrella big 
enough for the sun, as 
this umbrella needed 
to be as big as a large 
shade umbrella, or one 
million times bigger 
than our cherry 
tomato sized Earth!  
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  Cycle 3 News 
 

From the Tigereye Students (by Lilly, Matilda and Sam) 

Maths 
In maths lately some students have been doing square roots using the peg boards and abstractly. Some have been doing 

dividing fractions using materials and abstractly, and others have been doing factors and divisibility. 

 

 

 

 

Art 
Terie and Tanya have been doing art with the class. We have been doing art inspired by Hundertwasser and we have been 

using oil pastels and watercolour and this week we are doing ink painting.  

Clean Up Australia Day 
On Clean-Up Australia Day our class went to Mayday oval and around the old school to pick up all of the rubbish all 

afternoon. Adrian gave us a tour of the winery and we got to smell some of the wine it was soooooooo much fun and then 

we went back to school.  

 

  Gardening 
Many students have been out in the garden, including Lilly, Mutethya, Tayge and Matilda who picked some carrots, 

tomatoes, eggplants, cucumbers and some sunflowers. They also planted some more carrots and sunflowers. They washed 

the carrots, they chopped them up and then gave them to the class and the staff. Then they washed the tomatoes and 

they were given to the class and to some of the staff. 

ON SOME FRIDAYS WE WILL BE SELLING OUR PRODUCE OUT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL FOR A GOLD COIN DONATION.    


