TUESDAY 9th MARCH 2021 - Term 1 Week 7

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
The Montessori botany curriculum and leaf shape mural
Have you wondered why our brilliant volunteer parent artists, Skye and Tania, are
painting leaf shapes on the wall?
If you look closely you will see that the top leaves depict the leaf shape, the middle
leaves highlight the margin of the leaf and the lower leaves detail the veins. These
leaf shapes are found within the Montessori botany cabinet, a great example of a
concrete Montessori material.
For the child, activities accompanying the botany cabinet include tracing and
naming leaf shapes, matching leaf cards and booklets with real leaf specimens,
going on nature walks through May Day Hills and collecting leaves for study, nature
journaling, art and craft activities such as drawing, making leaf rubbings, leaf
collages and prints, just to name a few.
The study of nature is a major focus in the Montessori curriculum. Children are
interested in observing the natural environment in which they play and live.
Beginning to classify the features of the world around them develops and refines
children’s powers of observation and sensory perception. It also provides children
with vocabulary for talking and writing about the world around them as well as
intellectual tools for ordering and relating information.
This knowledge continues to build with lessons about the plant kingdom such as:
 Observing and naming the parts of plants: - leaf, root, stem, flower, fruit,
seed
 Learning about the functions of the parts of plants eg: plants and the
nitrogen cycle, plants and the water cycle, roots and erosion, the role of
the leaf in photosynthesis
 Building knowledge of a simple plant classification system: non-vascular
and vascular, without and with seeds, non-flowering and flowering
 Comparing fungi and plants
 Dissecting plants and labelling parts, conducting experiments, drawing
and recording
 Gardening and horticultural activities, botanical drawing
 Research projects: a particular plant, plants endemic to the area, bizarre
plants etc
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What’s on this term
Restorative Practice Parent
Education Evening with David
Vinegrad Mon 15 March 6pm
National Ride to School day
Friday 19 March
Ride to School Day Breakfast
Friday 19 March 8am-9am
Harmony Day Sun 21 March
Term 1 ends Thurs 1 April
2.15pm finish
Good Friday Friday 2 April

The ultimate aim of this area of the curriculum is to present children with an ecological understanding of the
interdependency of all living things and give them the opportunity to develop a love of the natural world and a sense of
responsibility for the natural environment.
Enjoy the leaves and as our artists say they notice leaves and their distinctive shapes everywhere now!
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Botany Curriculum and Mural

MTB Race Event
A group of parents of keen bike riders checked out the Falls Creek MTB race event this year to see if it might be an event
that school could enter a team each year. By all accounts it sounded like a great event! Thank you to all of our volunteer
parents who transport and supervise children at sporting events such as district athletics, swimming and bike riding. Being
a small school we do not have the resources to cover all of the events throughout the year. Your time is very much
appreciated.
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Ruby’s little ones are learning how to navigate daily routines dependent of the dynamics from day to day, building new
relationships with other children and adults, leaving their primary care giver for the day, learning new skills to help with
becoming more independent, having to wait and taking turns, following instructions from adults; it can be a lot.
A vital aspect of our everyday routine within Ruby is ensuring our little ones have a sense of being their individual self;
belonging within the environment and themselves; and becoming the best they can be. We do this by creating a home
like environment with consistency, order, balance and respect.
With the new changes of the year, new faces both young and old, this aspect is as important as ever.
Children build trust and build relationships through their own individual ways and it is our job to ensure we provide an
environment where they feel comfortable enough to do this.
Montessori environments for infants and toddlers are prepared to be as homelike as possible, and to involve small children
in a round of daily activities including quiet times and rest periods. The characteristics of these environments include:


Continuity of care



An ordered physical environment



Consistency of activity and expectation

In environments with these characteristics infants build a sense of security, a sense of order and a sense of time. Continuity
of care lays the foundation for emotional and social wellbeing. If infants interact with the same people day after day, they
feel secure, and they have the opportunity to build lasting relationships and social bonds they can depend on.
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
INDEPENDENCE
Maria Montessori understood that in order to be free, one needs to be independent. Therefore, fostering independence
will lead the child toward a sense of freedom and self-esteem.
It is in the Children’s House (3-6 year olds, Cycle 1 classroom) where the foundations of independence are built. The
activities that encourage the child to “do for themselves” are the cornerstone of the Practical Life curriculum and foster
confidence and self-esteem. As a child learns to pour water, wash dishes, put on a coat, clean their workspace, prepare a
snack, and consider others in the classroom, independence takes root and grows.
“Help me to help myself.” Independence and the Montessori Philosophy by Jennifer Shields
Maria Montessori had an innovative perspective regarding education. She did not look at a set of skills or a body of
knowledge. Instead, she focused on the development of the whole person over the course of gaining maturity:
“Montessori saw education as a means whereby children might develop their personalities so as to eventually achieve a
mature and independent adulthood” (Mario Montessori, Education for Human Development). Isn’t that what each of us
wants? For our child to become an adult who can make good decisions, who feels confident and knows themselves? Who
can both accept their reality and work to make the world a better place? The fundamental foundation for this
independence is laid at the beginning of a child’s life.
Here is the link if you would like to read more: http://montessoriguide.org/help-me-to-help-myself/
As busy adults it is important to remind ourselves not to do for the child what they can
do for themselves. With this in mind, the children can carry their bag, walk to the
classroom and complete the morning set-up routine, they can get their hat and put it
on, and they can recognise their bodily needs. In the classroom we provide a prepared
environment to allow the children to be as independent as possible. To ensure
independence develops over time we provide guidance, support and lessons as
needed. When making purchases such as shoes, bags, containers and lunchboxes it is
helpful to consider your child’s independence.

SMARTCENTRAL
Thank you to everyone for ensuring you sign your child in each morning and out at pick-up time. We use this information
to ensure our numbers and ratios are correct, and also for emergency evacuation purposes. It is therefore important that
all children are signed in and out correctly. In light of this, if your Cycle 1 child also goes to Ruby, please only sign your
child into either Amethyst or Emerald rooms. When they transition to Ruby, staff will sign them out of the Cycle 1 rooms
and into Ruby.
PICK-UP TIME
Pick up is at 3pm unless prior arrangements are made due to older siblings attending C2 and/or C3, and then pick up is
3:15pm. Please ensure you collect your child from C1 before collecting others.
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Cycle 1 Photos
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Italian News
The term began with tasks and games to learn the names of new class members. Students have been sharing information
about activities that they enjoy and least enjoy. Expressing preferences, in Italian, has provided a great opportunity for
me to get to know students on a deeper level and for students to get to know each other even more. Playing electronic
games, swimming and horse riding were the most popular with going grocery shopping and reading being the least
favourite.
Students have been studying the map of Italy and where it is in relation to Australia. They have enjoyed presenting their
own maps. Mapping tasks have included locating and marking in famous locations throughout Italy. Senior students also
included significant geographic features such as, major rivers, mountains, neighbours, capital city and active volcanos.
Students were asked to consider which sight in Italy they would visit first and to justify why. It came as no surprise that
volcanos were the most popular choice.
This week students will begin learning about family. They will make a family tree using a template. Cycle 1 and cycle 2
students will learn the words and actions to, ‘the finger family” song and cycle 3 will complete online quizzes using Quizlet
to consolidate vocabulary and phrases. You might like to ask junior students to name the finger family members using
their fingers.
The term will conclude investigating Easter in Italy. The majority of Italians are Christian and Easter is a very religious
period with many traditions. Students will be decorating a card and writing an Easter message. I encourage parents to ask
their child/children to read the message and then translate it. This will provide an authentic use of Italian and a chance
for students to show case their knowledge of Italian.
Buona Pasqua.
Signora Peg
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Whole School News
School grounds update
Biodiversity Landcare Grant $5000





Site preparation commenced, old shed and fencing removed, concrete slab to be lifted and removed
Students measured area, area to be mulched and pathways defined
Low growing shrubs, flowers and grasses indigenous to the area to be planted, connection made with the
Beechworth Urban Landcare Group
Interpretative signs to be designed with student input

This project highlighted the need to replace the old bike shed, an eye sore and obstructs the flow of pedestrian traffic
entering and leaving the school.
Bike shed plans
Thank you very much to parent Juliet Plowman for working on a series of plans for the bike shed. Included are 2 parts of
the 8 page design.




Location of bike shed to be confirmed, includes rainwater tank and shelter for bus waiting area with raised
garden bed feature and seating
Building permit to be submitted once quotes finalised
Grant application submitted for the build

International Women’s Day
Marked annually on Monday 8th March, International Women’s Day celebrates women’s achievements and equality. We
pay tribute to all strong female educators and role models in both our school and our community. Thank you for all of the
work that you do.
Despite facing many obstacles due to her gender Maria Montessori was a doctor, educator and innovator. The notion of
social reform became a strong theme throughout Maria's life, whether it was for gender roles, or advocacy for children.
Maria was a revolutionary and we thank her for providing light and hope for women and children. If you would like to
read more about the life of Maria Montessori have a look at https://montessori.org.au/biography-dr-maria-montessori
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Get To Know Our Amazing Staff
Asha Dilkes-Hoffman
Hello, I'm Asha from Cycle 3, Tigereye, and here's a little bit about me:
I have been working in Montessori schools for over 13 years, with this being my
fourth year at Beechworth Montessori. Prior to pursuing a career in education, I
studied to be a Landscape Architect and worked in this field (briefly) in both Perth
and Melbourne. At this point in the story, you are probably thinking that the
maths doesn't add up, or that I'm in fact a lot older than you previously thought!
To resolve this conundrum, I should tell you that I first began working in
Montessori Schools at the ripe old age of three, when my parents enrolled me in
the newly founded Margaret River Montessori School, in Western Australia. For
the next ten years I worked in the Montessori environment before finishing my
schooling at Margaret River Senior High School. As a child and teenager, I loved all
things creative and 'outdoorsy' - The house would perpetually be full of projects
and I'd spend great lengths of time in the garden, traipsing around the bush or
swimming in the ocean. I was drawn to Perth to study Landscape Architecture
because of my love of all things photosynthetic, the creative element and a desire
to positively shape the built environment around me. Upon transferring to Melbourne to complete my studies and work
as a Landscape Architect, I volunteered with Cultivating Community's school food garden program and enjoyed the
dynamic and lively nature of working with children. Coupled with a yearning to live, once again, in the country, I applied
for the job of cycle 3 assistant at Beechworth Montessori. Three years have flown by and I still can't quite believe that I've
ended up working at a Montessori school! Being able to help young people grow and develop is a privilege, and I feel
fortunate that I will get to touch the lives of so many. Also, being able to help with landscape design around the school
grounds and start up a gardening program have been bonuses!

Lisa O’Connor
Hi I'm Lisa. My early career started by earning pocket money babysitting for a
wonderful Melbourne family. At the completion of VCE they offered me an
exciting position as a live-in nanny. After a busy few years my life needed direction
and I decided to study a Diploma in Social Science with Children at Swinburne
University in Prahran. Work followed in a variety of mainstream settings including
long daycare, kindergarten and occasional care in 0-5 age groups. After several
years my husband and I made a dream a reality and purchased a beautiful farm in
Wooragee as expectant parents with our first son Jack. With large acreage we
were able to follow our other passions, mine was to breed a quality commercial
herd of Angus cattle and my husband to train racehorses, which we continue to
expand. Our farm soon grew with chooks, dogs, peacocks, goats and a very large
garden……. a few local committees were joined and our second child, Lucy was
born. I was unexpectedly offered work in an Interior Design shop in Beechworth.
During this time I met Heather Gerrard, whilst sitting on the Beechworth Toy
Library Committee. Heather was then Principal of BMS in Mayday and invited me
to observe a Montessori classroom. Immediately I was in awe by the calm,
thoughtful rooms brimming with purposeful and tactile materials. My career and passion in education was immediately
reignited by what I observed and the unique Montessori philosophy. Since 2010 I have remained working at BMS in
different roles, but primarily as Amethyst Cycle 1 Assistant as I love the vibrancy and interactions of this age group.
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During this time I have completed my Assistants training through AMI and
continue increasing knowledge through Professional Development and
training. My role and purpose each day is to guide and nurture your children
through a carefully planned program implemented by our knowledgeable
Cycle 1 Directors, Melissa and Tameeka. Together our team and I set up safe
and attractive learning spaces to encourage your children to be confident and
independent learners. Presently I am feeling slightly unsettled as my husband
and are “empty nesters” with our children now navigating their own paths.
Hence I will immerse myself with farm commitments, the renovation of my
local tennis club and my work whilst satisfying myself playing tennis, horse
riding, gardening, kayaking and travel (hopefully!).
It is and always will be a delight for me to witness children past and present
thrive and journey through BMS and I am thankful to be part of the
Beechworth Montessori School team.

Community Notices
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A message from Beechworth Bus Lines
Beechworth Bus Lines has received advice that we should recommence collecting fares from students travelling on our
buses. The collection of fares has been waivered for sometime due to the Covid restrictions.
Any student who travels on a bus and who has not been approved for Conveyance by Public Transport Victoria (PTV) is
required to pay a fare. We will continue to waive fees for a short time, with drivers collecting fees again from Monday 15
March - students who are still in the process of applying/being approved for Conveyance will be allowed to travel
without paying a fare until the outcome of their application is finalised.
At this time PTV has not provided us with an updated schedule of fees for the 2021 year, so we will continue with the
2020 fare schedule until we receive further advice. I have attached a copy for your information.
Fares can be purchased directly from the bus driver. It will be greatly appreciated if students can have the correct money
on hand.
All drivers will advise students of this change on their bus runs over the coming week.
Should schools or parents have any questions, please contact Lawrie at Beechworth Bus Lines on 0401 147 152 or email
to contact@beechworthbuslines.com.au
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