TUESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2021 - Term 1 Week 5

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
I wish to invite all parents and carers of children of all ages from Cycle 1, Cycle 2,
Cycle 3 and Ruby Room to the first parent education evening for the year:
Restorative Practice at Home with David Vinegrad.
Monday 15 March at 6pm in the hall.
Learning how to work and play together with others is an important life skill.
Allowing children time to work out emotional or social issues and to understand
and accept that we all have responsibilities to each other is just as much a
respected part of the Montessori curriculum as the academic work.
Imagine how complex it is for a child to work within the freedom of the Montessori
classroom, abide by the classroom community rules and manage social
relationships. Even more challenging in the playground!
Inevitably conflicts arise. Children will have their fair share of disagreements and
sometimes conflicts occur where harm is caused. Families often confront similar
issues at home.
At Beechworth Montessori School, restorative practice is at the core of our
behaviour management philosophy and practice. Children learn problem solving
skills to resolve conflict and repair harm that may have been caused. Restorative
practice makes it clear that harmful behaviours are unacceptable and addresses
the needs of those harmed and those who caused the harm.
Children are guided through skills which support the development of self-discipline
and self-responsibility. They are empowered to navigate their social and emotional
sensitivities and to take agency of their own development of moral self.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
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Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December
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What’s on this term
MTB Race at Falls Creek (for
experienced riders) Friday 26
February
Cycle 1 Walking Group
Commences Wed 3 March
Labour Day Public Holiday – NO
SCHOOL Monday 8 March
Restorative Practice Parent
Education Evening with David
Vinegrad Mon 15 March 6pm
National Ride to School day
Friday 19 March

As parents/carers … Have you ever wondered how to manage siblings who fight?
How to instill family values such as the importance of listening to each other? How
to navigate taking turns and following the rules of a game? How to support your
child to feel confident to navigate friendships?

Ride to School Day Breakfast
Friday 19 March 8am-9am

Come along and learn more. I can guarantee it will be a great evening. David brings
a wealth of experience and is a good story teller too.

Good Friday Friday 2 April

Term 1 ends Thurs 1 April
2.15pm finish

Child-minding will be available at school by booking only. Please email admin@bms.vic.edu.au by Thursday 11 March if
you would like to make a booking.
Warm regards, Susi
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Meet the Student Sustainability Action Team (SSAT)
Year 6 students Liana, Alta, Charlie, Bryce - the core team.
Meeting Monday lunchtimes
More interested students to come on board soon!
At our first meeting we shared our thoughts and ideas:
We joined this group because…
-

It’s important to take a role in improving our environment and working space, and it’s our future.
To help preserve this planet for future generations.
So I can get some teaching experience and migrate to other age levels.
I would like students to know they can make a difference.
To help the fight against climate change.
The ongoing problem of climate change; I decided to help stop it.
I think that to respect the school we have to take good care of it as well.
Lots of students have great ideas and projects about sustainability and it will be good to coordinate it all in one
program.
To help with improving the school’s sustainability.
I believe we know how to live sustainably; we just have to do it.
To channel the caring and constructive energy of our students to make positive change.
I would like to see the school really make a positive impact on the world.

We want to…
-

Make sure that we have a nice amount of wild and plant life and help the wild and plant life live.
Teach the younger students about sustainability.
Have more habitat spaces for birds, bees, insects (and students) at school.
Plant trees in our play-ground.
Use recycled toilet paper.
Use less resources at school eg: paper, paper towel, water, glue, pens etc.
Create an amazingly biodiverse outdoor environment for children to learn in and about.
Help the problems with waste and encourage others to use scrap paper more often.
Make the school more eco-conscious and sustainable.
Write letters to important people to try to make a difference.
Teach others how important sustainability is.
Plant more gardens and more trees.
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
After a few days of lockdown we’re back in to the swing of things participating in many activities. Turquoise have enjoyed
an excursion to Mayday Hills to collect leaves in their study of botany and the parts, function and many different types of
leaves that you can also see appearing on our wall (Thank you Skye and Tania). Moonstone have enjoyed listening to the
first Great Story about the creation of the universe. Our reading groups are up and running. Thank you to the volunteers
who have covered our new books and are helping with reading in the classrooms.
We’re looking forward to our Going out shopping expeditions starting today. Students will shop for their cooking
ingredients, work out their money and change before cooking up a storm later in the week.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
Welcome to all our families for 2021 – thank you for coping so well during our snap lockdown. We really enjoyed hearing
from the students over those three days and seeing their photos. During week 3 we had our swimming program every
afternoon, which was terrific because the weather was quite warm. In Topaz, the children are starting to choose some
research projects: either finding out about atoms, light or simple machines. Across both rooms, students have enjoyed
the presentations about the work on air, water or sun.
We’ve also recommenced our cooking program – it’s wonderful to see how independent many of the children have
become with their cooking! It’s also wonderful to be able to cook after not being able to for almost a year. The garden is
looking amazing and the children are beginning to harvest lots of vegetables.
Congratulations to Ruby Brough, Lilly Dodds, Matilda Armstrong and Liana France who competed in the Upper Hume
Swimming Carnival last Friday in Wodonga.

Photos from the snap lockdown
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Cycle 3 News
Photos from the Cycle 3 Swimming Lessons

Photos from Upper Hume Division Swimming Carnival
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Cycle 3 Learning Photos

Music News
For the past three years, the focus in Term 1 has been learning songs, musical
games and dances from around the world to share on Harmony Day. This has
always been a joyous and fun occasion. The benefit of not working towards a
performance this term (too much uncertainty) means that we have plenty of
time to revisit all the highlights from the past Harmony Days. Apart from being
great fun, these songs, games and dances help develop skills in coordination,
concentration, teamwork and rhythm as well as encourage students to sing
freely without inhibitions. Feel free to ask your children to teach you some of
their favourites.
The students and I are excited about the arrival of 10 beautiful new instruments:
4 alto xylophones, 2 soprano xylophones, 2 chromatic xylophone extensions, 1
soprano metallophone and 1 alto metallophone. We also have a handful of new
hand percussion instruments such as agogo bells, castanets and quality triangles.
It is a real privilege to have such beautiful instruments to play, and I look forward
to the many years of pleasure these will bring BMS students, as well as the
expanded possibilities these will provide in the music classroom for ensembles.
Amber
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Whole School News
Working with Children’s Check (WWCC) and Child Safe

Ride2School Day – Can you help?

Code of Conduct for Volunteers
If you would like to help out in anyway at the school it is
a legal requirement that you have a valid WWCC. This
includes activities such as reading, attending excursions,
giving a presentation, gardening, etc. In addition you will
need to read and sign our Child Safe Code of Conduct. If
you do not have a WWCC it is easy to apply online at:
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
A copy of your WWCC and Child Safe Code of Conduct
agreement will be kept on file at the Office.

On Friday 19 March our school will be taking part
in National Ride2School Day, a great opportunity for us
to enjoy or explore active travel to school.
On this day each year, we organise parent-supervised
routes to school and a delicious, healthy breakfast to
share.
We’d love a few helping hands to bring these activities
together, including:






Parent riders, from different spots around town
Students to help chop fruit from 7:30am on the
day
A parent cook to operate the BBQ for
crumpets from 7:30am on the day
Someone to pick up strawberries from
Wooragee
Someone to pick up apples from Stanley

If you can volunteer to help on the day, please contact
Lynn Frerichs on 0475 063 203 or Alison Lloyd on
0402 081 232.
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Get To Know Our Amazing Staff
Terie Quealy
Art was always my favourite subject in school and I began my working life as a
graphic designer and illustrator working in Sydney and Melbourne, before we
settled in Beechworth with our young family. It was here at a Mother Goose
Playgroup get-together that I met my future ‘partner in crime’ Michaela Rouch
who was giving me handy tips on how to tame my precocious oldest child. She
invited me to a meeting to discuss setting up a Montessori group and took us
on a tour to Melbourne to look at centres. I was hooked.
A year later with a princely sum of $150 in our kitty we opened the Beechworth
Montessori Children’s Group with 14 children. Michaela was our director and in
those days the parents were the cleaners. Our only revenue source was cake
baking, our equipment was hand-made and we were given the nickname ‘the
peace love and mung-beans group’ by the community who nether-the-less
supported us with a mix of curiosity and amusement.
After completing my Diploma of Education P-12 I set out to become an art
teacher but to my delight was offered a position as Cycle 1 Director working
alongside Michaela as my mentor. I enrolled in a Dip Ed in Early Childhood
Teaching and set about discovering the secret of childhood.
In 2007 with the help of an enthusiastic and truly amazing group of parents we opened our school – Susi being our first
Cycle 2-3 teacher! After 8 years teaching in Cycle 1 I decided to join her and took over the Cycle 3 classroom embarking
also on my Cycle 3 Montessori training. What an incredible curriculum based on cosmic education allowing each child their
own unique place and understanding of their world.
After taking short breaks working as an art teacher and running off to the circus as a welfare officer I have returned to
Beechworth Montessori School as Art teacher and as an emergency staff member where I delight in working throughout
the school getting to meet all the children.
I am passionate about art, growing my own vegies, cooking from scratch, planting trees and caring for the environment. I
love walking in the bush and camping. I enjoy watching my adult children make their way in the world. And I look forward
to coming to work with your children at Beechworth Montessori School.

Sandy King
I have joined the Montessori team one day a week, on a Monday, after coming
as a private practitioner since 2015. I am an ICF-certified Kids, Youth and
Families Emotion Coach and a Conversational Intelligence facilitator. I will be
providing small group support at all levels of the school for anything from 'big
and little worries' and 'wellbeing during change' to schoolwide emotional
literacy skills and personal growth, personal leadership skills and relationship
support.
I will be working alongside classroom directors each week to support the delivery
of the school’s Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing program, including
establishing a Peacekeeper Program for students working together to resolve
issues in the playground. I also work with individual students on personal growth,
personal leadership skills and relationship support.
It is so exciting to be working in such an aware and conscious school where
staff, parents and students value emotional and mental wellbeing. So much is
possible when we are supported, seen and valued for all we are.
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Community Notices
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