TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2021 - Term 1 Week 3

Newsletter
A Note from Susi

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

Welcome to Term 1
I am excited to share with you some of the initiatives for 2021 …and beyond!
We have registered for ResourceSmart Schools, a Victorian Government program
that provides a framework for the whole school/organisation to work towards long
term sustainability with a focus on biodiversity, waste, water, energy and
curriculum alignment. The first steps are to:
 Set up a student sustainable action team (SAT)
 Form a parent/adult sustainability team (advisory role and/or for hands on
help) Please let me know if you are interested
 Commence a practical project “An approach to biodiversity” at the
entrance of the school supported by the 2020 Landcare and Biodiversity
Grant received.
 Keep a record of our sustainability journey, to measure and track our
progress, and meet the requirements for certification as a ResourceSmart
School with Sustainability Victoria.
Restorative practice: A great start to the year with all staff participating in the 2nd
day of restorative practice professional learning with David Vinegrad.
Restorative Practice values relationships and supports students to repair harm
when relationships break down. It offers the skills and structure to enable the
students to self-regulate, build empathy and resolve conflict. In support of this
approach, the first steps are to:




Set up a Peacekeeper Program for students who are interested in learning
how to help other children in the playground resolve problems and
conflicts. This program will be facilitated by Sandy King, Wellbeing Coach.
Offer the first Parent Education Evening for the year on Monday 15 March
5pm - Restorative Practice presented by David Vinegrad. A brilliant
opportunity for parents/carers of children birth to Year 6 and beyond to
learn more about this practice at school and at home.

Wellbeing Coach Sandy King joins the staff team: We welcome Sandy who will be
working alongside classroom directors one day each week to support the delivery
of the respectful relationships and wellbeing program.
Botany mural Cycle 2 – Now that we can have parent volunteers back in the
school, the mural linking to the Montessori botany curriculum, planned by staff in
consultation with artist/parent Skye Cutter, is ready to roll with fellow
artist/parent Tania Sutton. Watch this space grow!
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What’s on this term
Cycle 3 swimming
Mon 8 – Fri 12 February
Back to School Pool Party
Friday 12 February 4-7pm
School Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 16 February (Year 3-6)
Hume Division Swimming
Carnival Fri 19 February
MTB Race at Falls Creek (for
experienced riders) Friday 26
February
Labour Day Public Holiday – NO
SCHOOL Monday 8 March
Restorative Practice Parent
Education Evening with David
Vinegrad Mon 15 March 5pm
National Ride to School day
Friday 19 March
Harmony Day Breakfast
Friday 19 March 8am-9am
Term 1 ends Thurs 1 April
2.15pm finish
Good Friday Friday 2 April

A Note from Susi continued…
National Ride2School Day Friday 19 March – promoting active and safe travel to school and the redesign of the bike shed.
These initiatives are aligned to the Montessori educational approach and deeply embedded principles of respect for one
another, our individual and collective responsibility to care our environment and uphold the vision of a peaceful, inclusive
and equitable world.
Looking forward to a great year ahead!
Regards
Susi
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
The Montessori Early Years Learning Program 3 to 6 years: The Children’s House
The scope and sequence of the Montessori Children’s House curriculum is embodied in the sets of materials displayed on
open shelves at the children’s level in the Children’s House and in the sequence in which these materials are typically
presented to the children. The resources and activities in the Children’s House are organised into four main areas:
• the exercises of practical life
• the exercises of the senses
• language
• mathematics.
Also incorporated into these areas are resources and activities that introduce children to visual arts, music, physical
education, science, geography and history.
(Montessori National Curriculum)

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all our children and families who have returned this year, and particularly to those who
are new to our school.
LUNCHES
Amethyst and Emerald children eat lunch together, sitting at tables under the veranda, practising social courtesies. Lunch
boxes in both rooms are kept in the children’s bags. We therefore request that parents put an ice brick in their child’s
lunchbox to keep the food cool. We also ask that you please keep ‘treats’ such as chocolate and sugary items for home,
as children are often more inclined to eat these than the nutritious foods you have packed for them. It is important to
note that we ask that NO NUTS are to be brought into the Early Years rooms.
Prior to eating lunch, the children say a blessing to be mindful of, and grateful for the food they have in their lunch box.
We have added the words to our blessing below.

The Blessing
Earth who gives to us this food.
Stars and sun who made it good.
Dearest Earth and stars and sun.
We will remember what you have
done.
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Cycle 1 Photos
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Cycle 2 Swimming
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Whole School News
A message from the Committee of Management - Communications Survey Update
Thank you to all of the families who completed our survey regarding communications late last year. We are working
through the data with the assistance of local communications consultant, Birgit Schonafinger. We look forward to
implementing some activities that will better meet the needs of both enrolled and interested families.

Back to School Pool Party
To celebrate the return of the new school year you are invited to attend this school community organised event.
If you have a student attending the Cycle 3 swimming lessons on this day they must be collected from the pool at 3pm as
per the excursion permission form. Please be aware that parents/carers are responsible for the supervision of their
children at this event and the Beechworth Swimming Pool’s Watch Around Water guidelines apply.
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Private Music Lessons offered at Beechworth Montessori School
Piano Lessons with Amber Vincent
I offer piano lessons to students of all ages,
using an alternative method developed in the
Netherlands. This method teaches students to
recognise and play intervals all along the
keyboard, play fun pieces quickly and easily,
and read independently, using alternative
notation. Once the student has mastered the
physical aspect of playing I then introduce
conventional notation.
For students who show adequate capacity and
dedication I also offer the AMEB exam program.
For more information or for expressions of
interest, please contact me via email:
vincent.amber@gmail.com as soon as possible.
Spaces are limited.

Piano Lessons with Peter Benson
Lessons are $42 for 30 minutes, or $39 for 30 minutes if the invoice is paid on time. Vacancies exists for
piano lessons during school time starting now.
Peter Benson is a full-time piano teacher who has been teaching piano for more than 33 years, the last 13
years at Beechworth Montessori School. He has a Bachelor of Creative Arts in Composition and Jazz Piano
from the University of Wollongong. He is a qualified Prep to 12 classroom music teacher, and has taught
music at TAFE. For many years he has worked as a professional musician, as a solo artist and in various
band lineups.
He has had success with teaching children with learning difficulties. Also, some of his students have now
gone on to pursue music in a serious way, including working as professional musicians.
For more enquiries, please contact Peter directly on 0411 127 335.
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Community Notices
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