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2020 Term Dates:
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

One of my great joys is meeting with the Year 6 students each week to guide them
through the Social Enterprise program with the Australian Centre for Rural
Enterprise (ACRE). Two lockdowns have presented many challenges, yet with much
enthusiasm, creativity, and teamwork, the students are now ready to launch their
social enterprise businesses. Come along to the Farmers Market, Sat 5 Dec or the
Quercus Christmas Market, Sat 12 Dec from 4 – 8pm, to purchase or simply call in
for a chat. We would love to see you! A special thank you to Asha for all your help In this edition
each week.
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What’s on in term 4
School Photos
Mon 30 November – Cycle 3
Tues 1 December – Amethyst &
Moonstone
Thur 3 December – Emerald &
Turquoise
Year 6 Graduation – Friday 4
December
Term 4 ends 3.15pm finish
Tuesday 15 December

Year 6 Social Enterprises 2020

Wooden,masterpiece,recycling
We make chopping boards, candlestick holders and coasters, to make money to donate to Firesticks, for cultural burning
practices. It’s a very good cause and a very nice product!
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Year 6 Social Enterprise Continued…

Natural, Beautiful, Individual
Succulents in used tins, cups and jars! 70% of our profit goes to NE Trust for Nature whose vision is for all critically
endangered plants and animals to be conserved for future generations. Help our plants and animals be safe for generations
to come.

Environmental, colourful, reusable
Buy a beeswax wrap so you don’t have to use single use plastic. Single use plastic goes into the oceans and kills sea life. By
using beeswax warps instead of single use plastic, know you are saving lives every day! 75% of our profits to the Great
Barrier Reef Foundation.

Creative, art, crafts
For our social enterprise we are making cards and handmade jewellery. Our goal is to help young mothers who are, or are
at risk of homelessness. 65% of our profits go to this cause. We hope you enjoy our products, we enjoyed making them.
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
Montessori environments are prepared for multi-age groupings of children.
These groupings providing key learning and development opportunities in two
ways. First, multi-age groupings encourage children to aspire to the
achievements of older peers. New students enter an established and mature
environment with effective models of both work and social interaction.
Second, multi-age groupings enable older children to learn to treat younger
ones with care and respect, providing them with opportunities to reinforce
their own learning and understanding through ‘peer teaching’. In multi-age
groupings children are able to work through the curriculum at their own pace
without being limited to one year of the curriculum only.
Last week across our Cycle 1 classrooms a beautiful example of this was the
older children being introduced to making tallies and graphing the data in their
maths lesson during the afternoon program. The children then carried this
learning into the morning work cycle and surveys of our favourite colour, what
pets we have, types of vehicles, and so on, have been conducted. Some of the
younger children also got involved in this learning. It was a little noisy but so
nice to see the children interacting so respectfully with each other and learning
from each other.
To celebrate NAIDOC week the children have listened to Dreaming stories, watched a clip of an artist painting their
Dreaming story, made their own stories using traditional sand symbols, used the puppets to tell the story of Bunjil and
Waa, researched significant cultural places close to us, and listened to Australian Indigenous languages and songs through
the First Nations Bedtime Stories, which we will continue over the coming weeks.
Tuesday afternoons art lessons with Terie has focussed on Emily Kame Kngwarreye, an Indigenous artist from Utopia. Pre
artwork discussion covered areas such as her early life, spiritual and family lineage, connection to land, life working for
pastoralists and land rights movements which lead to the return of Utopia Station to the traditional owners. They then
discussed the aspect of a spiritual view of the landscape and the subjects of Kngwarreye’s dreaming lines: emus, dingo
pups, yam seeds, bean seeds and the thorny devil. The children then painted with acrylic paint on large pieces of paper
like Emily Kame Kngwarreye. The focus was on large bold brush strokes and vibrant colours. They really responded to the
larger than usual paper and sitting outside painting under a large tree in the yard. They responded to using patterns and
overlaying colours. Keeping the children focused and covering all their paper was achieved by constantly interacting with
them and asking them about the story they were creating. Here is some of their work.
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Cycle 1 News Continued…
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NAIDOC Week News
During NAIDOC week students from Turquoise were very lucky to have their own classmate, Harlow, share his indigenous
culture and knowledge with us during music class. Harlow brought in the didgeridoo made using traditional methods by
his grandfather, as well as rhythm sticks he made himself using fire to burn off the bark. He spoke confidently and proudly
about his tribal customs, including how children were expected to behave and listen to their elders when a few students
were talking out of turn! We then all thoroughly enjoyed learning the many animal dances from Harlow. The whole class
participated with great enthusiasm and interest. Thank you Harlow. You did a fabulous job.
Amber

Whole School News
Lost Property
We have a large array of lost property from the Primary School. It
is currently all laid out in the foyer. Please ask your child to check
if they are missing any items. The classroom teachers will also
remind them to have a look. Any unclaimed items will be donated
to charity at the completion of the school year.
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