TUESDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2020 - Term 4 Week 6

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
As part of Beechworth Montessori’s commitment to the Respectful Relationships
initiative, all staff - teachers, teaching assistants and administration, participated in
the first day of restorative practice training with David Vinegrad.
David Vinegrad is recognised as a world leader in the development of school based
Restorative Practice and through storytelling and sharing his incredible wealth of
experience he is guiding our journey to embed restorative philosophy into the daily
practices in the classroom and across the complete school.
Last Friday Cycle 3 students and Year 3 students attended a full day of Peacemaker
training with David which is a process where students of the same age-group learn
specific skills to facilitate resolving disputes between two people or small groups.
The process is voluntary for both sides and the peacemakers do not "make decisions"
but rather work towards a satisfactory resolution for both sides in order to avoid
further conflict.
By taking teachable moments that occur every day in the classroom and playground
and supporting our students and others in the school community to learn ways to
resolve issues and collaboratively work through responses and solutions we are
creating opportunities for students to foster emotional intelligence, social
awareness and gain invaluable lifelong conflict management and relationship
building skills.
Early next year, David will be presenting Day 2 of training for all staff and an evening
session for parents, Parenting and Restorative Practice – a session not be missed!
A big thank you to Ben Gilbert for installing a beautiful timber slab bench seat placed
on rocks at the front of the school in prime position in the sunshine. Local timber
and local rocks – I hope you enjoy!
Warm regards
Susi

Page 1 of 6

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2020 Term Dates:
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

In this edition
Page 2 – Cycle 2 News
Page 3, 4 – Cycle 3 News
Page 5 – Peace Maker Photos
Page 6 – Whole School News
Page 6 – Community Notices

What’s on in term 4
NAIDOC Week 8-15 November
First Nations Bedtime Stories
Challenge 16-20 November
School Photos
Mon 30 November – Cycle 3
Tues 1 December – Amethyst &
Moonstone
Thur 3 December – Emerald &
Turquoise
Term 4 ends 3.15pm finish
Tuesday 15 December

Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
On Friday, last week, the Year 3’s joined Cycle 3 for a whole day workshop on Restorative Practices, leaving the Year 1’s
and 2’s to enjoy a taste of what it will be like next year in Cycle 2.

Page 2 of 6

Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
There has been lots of interesting stuff going on across Cycle 3 in the last few weeks. The year 6s have been studying
anatomy & physiology and as part of their studies in the cardiovascular system, Dr Christie Rodda came in to dissect a
cow’s heart (thanks to the Brough family for providing the heart!). From their lessons and follow up work, the students
were all familiar with the parts of the heart, so it was fantastic to then have a real heart and to see the parts we had learnt
about. Thanks very much Christie for giving up your time to come in.
The short scenes/skits based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are going well and the students are rehearsing
these each week. It is great to see the Year 6s taking a leadership role with these, writing their scenes and directing the
year 4s and 5s who have chosen to act. We hope to film this later in the term.
On Friday, Cycle 3 along with the Year 3 students enjoyed the Peacemaker Program, run by David Vinegrad. Students
learned skills via lessons and role plays, so as to be able to act as peer mediators/peacemakers in the classroom or
playground. We look forward to watching our students put these skills into practice!
Kat, Asha, Martina and Kim
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Cycle 3 News Continued…

Page 4 of 6

Peacemaker Program Photos
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Whole School News
School Photos
School photos are running a bit later this year due to Covid-19. The dates are as follows:
 Monday 30th November - Cycle 3 TIgereye & Topaz class photos and portraits
 Tuesday 1st December – Cycle 1 Amethyst & Cycle 2 Moonstone class photos and portraits
 Thursday 3rd December – Cycle 1 Emerald & Cycle 2 Turquoise class photos and portraits
Order forms have been emailed to all families. If you would like a printed copy of the order form please let us know and
we will send one home with your child. Order forms and payment must be returned to the school by Monday 23rd
November.

The First Nations Bedtime Story Challenge
As part of NAIDOC Week celebrations, next week students will be watching short films (4-5 minutes long) of five unique
stories produced by First Nations storytellers and filmmakers including some words in Arrernte, Eastern Arrernte and
Warlpiri Languages.
The First Nations Bedtime Story Challenge is also a fundraising event where your donations will go directly towards First
Nations people and communities so that short films can continue to be made to amplify First Nations voices, record and
maintain culture, and share them with the rest of Australia!
A link will be emailed to all families next week so that you can watch the films at home and as well as make a donation to
the schools fundraising page for the challenge if you wish.

Community Notices
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