TUESDAY 27th OCTOBER 2020 - Term 4 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Susi

Last week, celebrating Book Week was the perfect opportunity to promote student
wellbeing by making time for collaborative fun and play. There were squeals of
delight as students arrived to school dressed as their favourite book character. It was
a party like atmosphere and really wonderful to see the children having so much fun
together after a year of disruptions and challenges. Enjoy the photos!

This term we continue with our commitment to the respectful relationships
initiative with all staff completing responding to disclosures of family violence
training and soon to participate in a full day of restorative practice training with
David Vinegrad. We look forward to sharing this training with you our parents once
the school operation guidelines allow. We expect this will be early next year.

As you are no doubt aware, the Premier made significant announcements yesterday
regarding the easing of restrictions relating to COVID-19 and the Term 4 operation
guideline updates are expected later this week. We will then have more information
about our plans for school photos and Year 6 graduation. Thank you for your
patience.

Coming up is Naidoc Week celebrations and The First Nations Bedtime Stories
Challenge. We will be sharing with you and learning about the cultures of First
Nations people by watching their stories. A wonderful opportunity to celebrate
language and hear languages spoken on this continent for tens of thousands of
years. This will be a fundraising event so the school can make a donation to help
more important stories to be recorded and preserved. More information to come.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au

2020 Term Dates:
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
2021 Term Dates:
Term 1 29 January – 1 April
Term 2 19 April – 25 June
Term 3 12 July – 17 September
Term 4 4 October – 14 December

In this edition
Page 2, 3 – Early Years News
Page 4, 5 – Book Week Photos
Page 6 – Whole School News
Page 6 – Community Notices

What’s on in term 4
World Teachers Day Friday 30
October
MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC
HOLIDAY No School Tuesday 3
November
PUPIL FREE DAY Staff
Restorative Practice PD
Monday 9 November
NAIDOC Week 8-15 November
First Nations Bedtime Stories
Challenge 16-20 November
Term 4 ends 3.15pm finish
Tuesday 15 December

Warm regards
Susi
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
The start to term 4 has been a warm welcome to new beginnings; with the start of onsite return, new teachers within the
room and a new environment layout.
Children in Ruby have taken the new environment in their stride exploring and learning with enthusiasm.
We welcome new families and children to Ruby room and how lovely it is to meet you all.

From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
The Montessori environment prepared for preschool children from three to six years of age is called the Children’s House.
The Children’s House is prepared to be homelike, welcoming, aesthetically pleasing and orderly so children come to think
of the setting as a ‘mini-community’ where they learn skills they can apply at home and in the wider community.
Cooperation, rather than competition, is encouraged.
It has been wonderful to get back into Emerald and Amethyst and use all the Montessori materials and activities that line
our shelves during the morning work cycle. In the afternoon the children have been learning about the importance of our
lungs and making a model to see how they inflate, making models of the life cycle of a butterfly using pasta, being
introduced to the language of fractions, painting like Andy Warhol, dancing, participating in shared reading, doing yoga
and going to the Cycle 2 & 3 playground for our Perceptual Motor Program (PMP). Most importantly, the children are
really enjoying playing and working with each other again.
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Early Years News Continued…
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Book Week Photos
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Book Week Photos Continued…
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Whole School News
Ritchie’s Community Benefit Program
The community benefit program is changing and will transition to a new Ritchies Card App, available from the App store
or Google Play. We encourage our families to download the App, or apply on line at www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty, and
then choose Beechworth Montessori School as your preferred charity. In doing so, our school will receive money from
the community benefit program, which is calculated as a percentage of sales. These funds are then used to purchase
materials and equipment for the students of Beechworth Montessori. Please refer to the letter from Ritchie’s on page 6
for more information. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Raising Girls – Steve Biddulph
Steve Biddulph, author of Raising Boys, Raising Girls and a number of other books, is offering his talks for free to people
in this region (due to the January bushfires). His talk on ‘Raising Girls’ is on this Thursday 29 October from 8pm online. If
you are interested you must register through his website to receive a valid link.
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=652793&

Community Notices
Babysitting

Mia Davidson (17) and Sage Davidson (14)

Available Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun
Latest: 10:30pm weeknights, 12:00pm weekends. One child: $10 per hour, $2 for every additional child
Contact: (Please text) Sage: 0490 963 706
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Mia : 0474 029 787

