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  TUESDAY 13th OCTOBER 2020 - Term 4 Week 2 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 

 

Welcome to Term 4 and back to onsite schooling. 

The classrooms are a hum of activity as the children immerse themselves in face to 

face learning and re-connect with their peers and teachers.  

The latest guidance of permitted school activities in Term 4 present us with an 

opportunity to think creatively as we look towards end of year celebrations such as 

transitions and Year 6 graduation. Although there are no firm arrangements in place 

as yet, please be assured there is much conversation as we consider various 

options.  This year continues to teach us how to make the best of every challenge 

and to find the joy in all the little moments along the way. 

Year 6 Social Enterprise students and I are meeting twice weekly and pooling all of 

our resources to develop their business ideas to change the world, identify the 

social issues that are important to them, make connections to the Sustainable 

Development Goals and be ready to trade this term.  

The social issues are clear, as follows: 

“I want to help people reduce their carbon footprint.” 

“I’m worried about animal extinction.” 

“I’d like to make sure we have a liveable planet.” 

“We need to look after coral reefs.” 

“I want to see gender equality and an end to racism.” 

Business ideas are taking shape – on schedule for two trading events later this term!  

We welcome two new staff members in Cycle 1 – Loz Shallue joins us as the third 

assistant across Emerald and Amethyst as well as the assistant in Amethyst on 

Friday. Ali Kean is working in Ruby Room on Tuesday – Thursday alongside Ruby 

Room Director Elli Braatz. We also welcome many new children to Cycle 1 this term. 

Warm regards 

Susi 

 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

2020 Term Dates: 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

2021 Term Dates: 

Term 1 29 January – 1 April 

Term 2 19 April – 25 June 

Term 3 12 July – 17 September 

Term 4 4 October – 14 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 – Cycle 2 News 

 Page 3, 4 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 5 – Whole School News 

 Page 6 – Community Notices 

  

     

 What’s on in term 4 

Book Week Dress Up Day Cycle 
2&3 Thursday 22 October 

AFL GRANDFINAL PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY No School Friday 23 
October 

World Teachers Day Friday 30 
October 

MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY No School Tuesday 3 
November 

PUPIL FREE DAY Staff 
Restorative Practice PD 
Monday 9 November 

NAIDOC Week 8-15 November 

First Nations Bedtime Stories 
Challenge 16-20 November 

Term 4 ends 3.15pm finish 
Tuesday 15 December 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms 

 It has been fantastic to see the children back on site and enjoying working and playing with their friends. It is amazing 

how resilient they have been over the last few months and also to see their ability to adapt to change. Now we are back 

here it is as if nothing ever happened with learning from home. We have started our continent study of North America 

and Africa learning about the different continents of the world. 
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Cycle 3 News 

 

From the Topaz Room 

                  

                   Martina, Amber and Kim. 

 

What wonderful work the children shared with us when they got 

back to school. Thank you for sharing your projects with us. 

 

 

We have loved being back together, we are 

working on staying positive, remembering 

respect for ourselves, others and our 

environment. 

 

 

Wet lunch play, where respect is essential for a peaceful and 

joyful time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiet reading is a coping strategy for some, a wonderful 

experience for others and hard work for still more! 

 

We have started work on a biome project, 

this will last all term as we learn more about 

our chosen biome. 
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Cycle 3 News Continued… 

 

From the Tigereye Room 

It is so wonderful to have everyone back in the classroom! Although last Monday was rather noisy in class this was to be 

expected really and it hasn’t taken long for students to settle down back into doing some work. It has been great to see 

some of the work students have been doing whilst learning at home – for example, some of the biome projects are looking 

fantastic! Last Monday afternoon we did a fun activity in small groups where each group of 4 had a bucket with water in 

it that had been polluted with plastic rubbish, oil and dirt. Their mission was to clean the water with the materials we 

provided which included paper towels, one coffee filter paper, a sieve, a pipette and a small plastic container. Getting the 

oil out was quite a challenge and it was terrific to see the groups try to solve this problem and work so well together. After 

so many weeks of teaching via a computer it is such a delight to be able to do these kind of activities again!  

Tigereye now have a Charter of Classroom Rights & Responsibilities which we came up with at a class meeting. It was 

inspired by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all students have now signed our class charter. 

Kat, Asha & Michelle (student teacher) 
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 Whole School News   
 

Dyslexia Awareness Month  

 

Not sure what it is?  Not sure how to help your child? Nessy is offering free access to its ‘Understanding Dyslexia’ training 

course for the month of October.  Simply place the coupon code in the appropriate box and the fee will be waivered.  

Coupon code: TEACHME  

The link above should take you to the correct website to access the course.  

 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count – 19-25th October 
 
The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is an activity for all-ages that involves observing and counting the birds that live near you-

whether that’s in your garden, the local park, a beach or even your town centre. By telling us about the birds you’ve seen 

within a 20 minute period, you will help BirdLife Australia develop an understanding of local birds, whilst getting to know 

the wildlife on your doorstep!  

To complete the Aussie Backyard Bird Count, spend 20 minutes standing or sitting in one spot and noting down the birds 

that you see. You will need to count the number of each species you spot within the 20 minute period. For example, you 

might see 4 Australian Magpies, 2 Rainbow Lorikeets and a Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo. If you can identify birds by their 

calls, please include these in your count, but if you aren’t sure of a bird without seeing it, please exclude it rather than 

making a guess. The Aussie Bird Count app has a handy field-guide to help you identify birds.   

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

Ritchie’s Community Benefit Program 
 
The community benefit program is changing and will transition to a new Ritchies Card App, available from the App store 
or Google Play.  We encourage our families to download the App, or apply on line at www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty, and 
then choose Beechworth Montessori School as your preferred charity.  In doing so, our school will receive money from 
the community benefit program, which is calculated as a percentage of sales.  These funds are then used to purchase 
materials and equipment for the students of Beechworth Montessori.  Please refer to the letter from Ritchie’s on page 6 
for more information. Your support is greatly appreciated.  
 

Book Week 
 
Next week is Book Week and the theme this year is “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”.  Children in Cycle 2 and Cycle 3 are 
invited to dress up as their favourite book character for our dress up day to be held on Thursday 22nd October.   
 
 

 

https://nessy.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39e1584a20ae4ea9d1fa72637&id=a8e5b85f23&e=df7f31a570
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty
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Community Notices 

 
 

RITCHIES  
Supermarkets and Liquor Stores  

25/09/2020 

Ritchies Stores Pty Ltd  

10/1095 Frankston - Dandenong Rd   

Carrum Downs VIC   
 

Dear Valued Recipient,  

Important changes to how the “NEW” Ritchies Card can assist your organisation 

The Ritchies Community Benefit Program has made a financial difference to many, many clubs, schools and charities over the past 26 

years. You’ll be pleased to know we have contributed more than $50 million dollars back to the local community. We have also been 

seeking the best way to continue our financial support for all of our valued partner organisations.  As a result, we will be launching a 

new Ritchies App and Ritchies card on 14th October, 2020. 

 

We want you to be the first to know about how the program will change and what your organisation will need to do in order to continue 

to receive financial support from Ritchies. 

  

The Community Benefit Program will transition to a new Ritchies Card App, available from the App store or Google Play, and will 

issue new physical cards (Ritchies Card) available free from any participating Ritchies Store.  Shoppers will be required to download 

the App, or apply on line at www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty, and then choose a charity, school or club they wish to direct their financial 

support.  

 

 

This is where you come in! In order for your organisation to receive as much cash as possible on a monthly basis, you need to 

communicate the new program to your members and supporters.  The more shoppers that nominate your organisation, the more cash 

you will receive. 

This would have to be the easiest and least costly way to raise funds for your organisation! 

Please see the attached marketing material with simple instructions on ways to alert your key supporters of this change and how best to 

drive them to re-nominate your organisation. 

We are making this change because we want to continue to support local communities surrounding our stores, support our incredible 

partner organisations, as well as modernising the program. It will also allow us to offer additional personal discounts, promotions and 

new and exciting features to Ritchies card members. 

With historical monthly donations soon to be discontinued, it is important your organisation is very pro-active in getting your current 

and new members to sign up again. 

Your understanding and feedback is welcome as always, so please contact loyalty@ritchies.com.au with any questions you may have 

or for more information go to www.ritchies.com.au  

Yours Faithfully 

 

Fred Harrison 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

http://www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty
mailto:loyalty@ritchies.com.au
http://www.ritchies.com.au/

