TUESDAY 4th AUGUST 2020 - Term 3 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Despite the disruptions of late, there continues to be some wonderful planning afoot
for the whole school community. Imagine walking along a little path through native
flowers and grasses and stopping to perch on a rock to watch a butterfly. Imagine if
you looked up at the tall gum tree and saw a head pop out of a nesting box. What
might it be?
This could be the approach to the steps at the front of the school – a child’s delight!
As well as improving the biodiversity of the school grounds. Fingers crossed we are
successful in receiving a 2020 Victorian Junior Landcare and Biodiversity Grant.
Thank you to Lynn (Zachary’s Mum) for working to a tight deadline to submit the
application and Asha for the divine drawings of the plan. (Refer to page 7 of this
newsletter for the drawings of the plan).
Peacemaker Program … on its way!
Learning ways to resolve issues and collaboratively work through responses and
solutions teach students invaluable life skills. Peacemaking is both a program and a
process. It is a program in which students learn specific skills to facilitate a process
where students of the same age-group facilitate resolving disputes between two
people or small groups.
As part of our commitment to Restorative Practice, Cycle 3 students will participate
in a full day of Peacemaker training with David Vinegrad. David will also present a 90
minute Parenting and Restorative Practice session … once restrictions are eased.
You will see inside this newsletter some great photos showing the wonderful world
of inside our Montessori classrooms. We look forward to all being back together in
the near future. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if require any clarification or
help during this time of remote learning.

Warm Regards,
Susi.
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03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2020 Term Dates:
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December

In this edition
Page 2 – Cycle 1 News
Page 3, 4 – Cycle 2 News
Page 5, 6 – Cycle 3 News
Page 7 - Whole School News
Page 8 – Community Notices

What’s on this term
Flexible & remote learning recommences Wed 5 August
PUPIL FREE DAY All Staff PDRestorative Practice
Friday 21 August
Term 3 ends 2.15pm finish.
Friday 18 September.

Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
The children have been learning how to stay healthy from head to toe. They are looking closely at
the foods we eat and how they impact on our health. The children have named body parts through
songs such as Dr. Knickerbocker, and have completed work about everyday foods and sometimes
foods, made a rainbow of coloured fruits and vegetables, and sorted foods into various groups.
In visual arts lessons, the children have enjoyed experimenting with blending colour and layering
techniques to depict the background and foreground of paintings. They have sponged paint as a
background, arranged pieces of paper to form a tree, and scrunched and placed pieces of tissue
paper to represent blossom.
Look at the fun the children have had in the playground in the winter sun.
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
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Cycle 2 News continued…

Page 4 of 8

Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz Room
Sandy likes to spend time helping the children with their work.

To test animal brains some children are
making a maze. It will be interesting to see
the results of this experiment.

We have been making some
house plans: first we planned in
our grid book, then some are
using an online website to
transfer the plan to a computer.

The children did an amazing job writing and drawing for the residents at Stringybark.

It’s always
wonderful to see
how the children
find each other
for chats, help
and inspiration.
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Cleaning at the end of the day
is always an important part of
the day.

Cycle 3 News continued…
From the Tigereye Room
Dioramas galore! Students have been exploring time periods, including the Cambrian and Ordovician periods, as well as
early humans, including Australopithecus afarensis and Homo habilis. Ruby Bu. and Lola are showing their Cambrian
underwater creation and Matilda and Alec are working on their Australopithecus afarensis scene – complete with scale
models comparing the size of early humans to present day humans.

To the left you can see a labelled triangle created by Aaron and to the right Ruby Br. is showing her geometry follow up
work that explores parts of shapes.

The students spent yesterday afternoon enjoying an outside game, making the most of the sunshine and each other’s
company.
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Whole School News
Bottle Top Collecting
Thank you to those families continuing to collect plastic bottle tops. A few points to make things easier….
 I can only collect lids from milk, soft drink, water bottles or UHT products
 Please remove the plastic insert


Please wash them – in a produce bag in the dishwasher works a treat!

Junior Landcare and Biodiversity Grant Plan
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Community Notices
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