THURSDAY 21st JULY 2020 - Term 3 Week 2

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Peace, a Montessori approach
When you step into one of our Montessori classrooms from Early Years through to
Year 6, you will observe a harmonious and cooperative atmosphere in the classroom
community.
Learning how to work and play with others and to understand and accept that we all
have responsibilities for our behaviour and to other people is an important part of
the Montessori classroom and are vital life skills which can be taught.
Last Monday, the pupil free day, the classroom directors worked collaboratively on
a whole-school approach to curriculum planning and design across quite a broad
area including topics such as healthy relationships, resilience, puberty education,
understanding gender equality, child safety and the peer support program. We have
titled this curriculum, the Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing Program.
To support this program Restorative Practice training will be offered to our whole
school community this year. Drawing on Restorative Practice we learn how to solve
a disagreement or conflict honestly and with good will so we can all work together
towards a vision of social harmony, respect, justice and peace.
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Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
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What’s on this term
PUPIL FREE DAY All Staff PDRestorative Practice
Friday 21 August
Term 3 ends 2.15pm finish.
Friday 18 September.

Maria Montessori believed that the path to world peace was through education and
the world could attain a genuine state of peace if individuals were at first at peace
with themselves. Peace: is one of our values at Beechworth Montessori.
Friday 21 August is a Pupil Free Day and all staff will participate in a full day of
Restorative Practice with David Vinegrad, the Director of Behaviour Matters. In term
4, an invitation will be extended to all parents to attend this training, dates to be
advised.
Regards,
Susi.
Cycle 1 learning
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new families to our Educational Care Program. We are also pleased to
announce that Maddi is working with us on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays and we welcome Bella to the team
who will be working in the room each Monday.
It is helpful if you can label your child’s belongings, including clothing, so we can ensure the correct items are being
returned to you. You do not need to purchase expensive labels. A laundry marker on clothing and masking tape with
handwritten names does the trick on lunch boxes and water bottles. Due to Covid-19 guidelines we are unable to supply
cups for the children so please ensure your child brings in their own water bottle. Please also supply an extra change of
clothes in your child’s bag as the children often get wet when playing in the playground. We enjoy spending time outside
but sometimes the area can be a bit damp.
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
The 2020 NAIDOC Week theme is Always Was, Always Will Be, recognising that First Nations people have occupied and
cared for this continent for over 65,000 years. The children have engaged in activities such as painting traditional desert
sand symbols and cross-hatch pictures, handling tools and artefacts, learning the difference between Welcome to Country
and Acknowledgement of Country, and comparing the seasons of Indigenous cultures to the European four seasons.
The children have thoroughly enjoyed labelling major bones on the skeleton models, and looking at examples of cow bones
through a magnifying glass. They are amazed when they learn there are 206 bones in an adult body!
As part of our Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing program, the prep children have been learning about Early Warning
Signs that our bodies display when we feel unsafe or uncertain about a situation.
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Whole School News
Charlie’s Fundraising “Hair with Heart”

Second hand School Uniforms

Charlie from Topaz has been growing his hair to donate
to Variety ‘Hair with Heart’. Variety provides support for
kids who have lost their hair due to a medical condition,
through grants for wigs, funding the Variety Alopecia
Areata Adventure Camp and providing therapy grants.
The time has come for Charlie to cut his hair and he is
seeking donations. If you would like to help with
Charlie’s fundraising efforts donations can be made
through his fundraising page:

We currently have a good supply of second hand school
uniforms available for purchase. There are some winter
pinafores available in small sizes and school dresses and
unisex polo tops in assorted sizes. If you are wanting to
purchase something you can contact the office and we
will have a look for you. Alternatively, we also have a
supply of new uniforms available to purchase as well.

https://hairwithheart.variety.org.au/fundraisers/charlie
mclachlan

Community Notices
Triple P
Positive Parenting Program
Children may be feeling stressed or uncertain
during this period of change. You can help
your kids stay calm and optimistic, and keep
being a positive parent while managing
financial stress, working from home, helping
your child cope with their feelings and staying
emotionally resilient. And now these tips are
all available to Victorian families in a FREE
online program!
Find out more at www.triplep-parenting.net.au.
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National Tree Planting Day
Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
ongoing uncertainty around potential restrictions on
gatherings, Planet Ark has made the difficult decision to
cancel official National Tree Day planting events this
year. However Beechworth Montessori has decided to
run the event in a modified way. Over the next few
weeks, children will plant a native tree or shrub within
the school grounds with their class, and help to improve
the environment in the Indigo Shire.

