TUESDAY 9th JUNE 2020 - Term 2 Week 9

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Welcome back to Cycle 3 students! We now have the first full day for all students
and staff on-site since we went into lockdown in March.
I want to start by acknowledging the exceptional team of educators we have here at
Beechworth Montessori. The complexity of the almost overnight change that COVID19 triggered saw a robust, flexible and responsive team, able to immediately adopt
new ways of working, to prepare and deliver a quality remote learning program to
their students, while supporting their own school age children learning at home too.
An incredible achievement … and I thank you on behalf of our school community.
I would also like to thank our parents and carers who have shown incredible
resourcefulness, optimism and perseverance, throughout this extraordinary period
adapting to the upheaval of remote learning from home. Many of you have also
worked incredibly long hours, finding the only productive time you have had is after
the children are in bed.
To the children and their siblings, who have put in their very best effort, in what has
been an intense period of time for all of the family. I hope that you may look back in
time and see your part in this significant world event. It is lovely to have you all back
in the classrooms!
It is important to keep unwell children at home and we acknowledge that your
child/ren could have more time away from school. In this instance, teachers will be
in touch and supply work for your child via Teams/hard copies as needed.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au

2020 Term Dates:
Term 2 14 April – 26 June
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
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What’s on this term
Cycle 3 returns onsite
Tues 9 June
Reports distributed
Wed 24 June
Annual General Meeting
Thursday 25 June 5.30pm
Term 2 ends. 2.15pm finish
Friday 26 June

What’s on next term

I do hope that you are all keeping well and although parents are not yet able to come
into the school please know I am available via phone and/or email.

Term 3 commences
Monday 13 July

Regards

Pupil Free Day Teacher PD
Fri 21 August

Susi

Term 3 ends 2.15pm finish.
Friday 18 September.
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Welcome again to a very different mid -term 2. All we can say is how great and amazing the children have been
commencing care in Ruby Room. We expected more tears and children being unsettled, but it has been the opposite.
Perhaps children spending quality time with their families have had some benefits and they are feeling more relaxed.
As we are now experiencing cold mornings, our morning work cycle is starting indoors. At this time of the year our
playground can be very frosty so we wait until those rays of sun do their magic and melt the frost away. The children do
some indoor work, have their morning tea and toileting, and then at 10.45am we are ready to play outdoors.
The children have been enjoying playing on the climbing equipment and swings, there has been lots of sandpit play with
the trucks and the mud kitchen. In the classroom they are enjoying circle time and movement and music; some great
dancing moves have been witnessed.
During the past couple of weeks the children have enjoyed playing with their peers, almost as if this reconnection was
quite necessary. They are connecting and rediscovering the space as well as learning to trust educators again. The
classroom in general has been very peaceful and spending quality time with the children is highly rewarding and precious.
In addition, due to having to adjust to COVID-19, we have had to reduce the amount of furniture and shelves in the
classroom. Our room has slightly less activities, but it makes it look less crowded and being driven by the approach “less
is more”, which is working quite beautifully. Children have been able to focus more and it doesn’t necessarily feel like
they’re missing out. Instead they are working purposely.
There is a considerable amount of extra work with the cleaning, by limiting surface areas we make this task a little bit
more manageable, especially in a room with toddlers where they are naturally busy and there is more touching and
mouthing toys. We have learnt to adapt to these changes as educators and learning more time managing skills.
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Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
A big thank you for all your work with your child over the remote learning period. They have all returned completely happy
and ready to learn. The children have adapted to the changes in our routines and have been very responsible with hand
washing before and after food and hand sanatising in-between activities. Due to the health regulations currently in place
in Early Years services, show and tell will not be on our timetable this term. We also ask all toys and comforters stay at
home, too.
Drop-off and pick-up at the Cycle 1 playground top gate has been very successful for the kinder and school aged children
but a little teary for some of the toddlers in Ruby. We have all staff on deck to help those children who find it hard to
separate from family. Please be reassured that we will call if your child is not settling.
Early Years have a new digital sign-in and enrolment package, SmartCentral, which has meant a bit of extra work for
parents to re-enrol their child and memorise their PIN. We would like to thank families for your assistance through this
transition to a paperless system. We appreciate your patience and understanding.
No Nuts
We have a child in our service who has a nut allergy, so this means no nuts in lunch or snack boxes.
Water bottles and warm clothes
Just a reminder that your child needs a water bottle filled with fresh water each day. They also need warm clothes as the
weather gets colder and spare clothes in their bag in case a change is needed.
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Whole School News
Redgum Bookclub
The Redgum Bookclub catalogue closes at the end of term which is fast approaching.
For all curious kids looking for things to do these kits from National Geographic are a hands on activity that involves gently
scrapping away at a plaster mould to discover the secret item hidden inside.

Or why not build a robot or even a rocket.
And, of course, there are
always colouring books sticker
books and even card games
for holiday fun.

You can browse the catalogue and place you order by following this link:
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/currentcatalog
Our school receives a credit of 20% on all orders.

Community Notices
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