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2020 Term Dates:
Term 2 14 April – 26 June
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December

COVID update
As you will be aware, in the past week, there has been an increase in the number of
COVID-19 cases in Victoria. In response to this increase and following the advice of
the Victorian Chief Health Officer, current risk mitigation measures will remain in
place at the school for the commencement of term 3.
To maintain physical distance from others and avoid crowds, drop off and pick up of
students will continue as follows:
Cycle 1 students - gate at the bottom of the steps at the front of the school.
Cycle 2 students - the front gate through to their classrooms.
Cycle 3 students –along the side footpath to the back door
Ruby Room children - through the Cycle 1 gate, along the verandah to the
Ruby Room playground gate
On pick-up, once children are in your care, we ask for your co-operation to continue
moving to your vehicles and not congregate on the footpath.
All staff and children who are unwell must remain at home. All parents, carers and
staff who exhibit symptoms of COVID-19, however mild, need to get tested, stay
home and not attend the early year service or primary school.
Sanitising hands on arrival and washing hands regularly, cough and sneeze etiquette
(a tissue or your elbow) will continue. Please note we are undertaking a significant
increase in cleaning and disinfection in classrooms and throughout the building.

Next term - Visual Arts as a specialist subject
We welcome Terie Quealy, specialist Art teacher, on Fridays. Terie has
many years of experience as a Montessori teacher at the school and
in fact was one of the original founders of Beechworth Montessori
kindergarten way back in 1997. Students have met Terie over the past
couple of weeks as she has appeared as the guest art teacher. Music
will continue with specialist teacher Amber Vincent on Friday too.
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What’s on this term
Annual General Meeting
Thursday 25 June 5.30pm
Term 2 ends 2.15pm finish
Friday 26 June

What’s on next term
PUPIL FREE DAY Curriculum
planning Monday 13 July
PUPIL FREE DAY Teacher PD
Fri 21 August
Term 3 ends 2.15pm finish.
Friday 18 September.

Pupil Free Day - Monday 13 July
Classroom directors will be working collaboratively on a whole-school approach to curriculum planning for respectful
relationships, peer support and student leadership programs, aligned to the Montessori philosophy and pedagogical
principles that guide our practice. This work is part of our commitment and responsibility as a lead school in the respectful
relationships initiative and will be complemented by a professional learning day for all staff in restorative practice with
David Vinegrad on Friday 21 August.
Wishing you a restful holiday and we look forward to seeing you all in Term 3.
Warm regards,
Susi
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
Since the return of the children, it has been lovely to see the collaborative work happening as the children learn to work
cooperatively together, sharing ideas and helping each other. Wonderful life skills.
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Cycle 2 News continued…
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Cycle 3 News
Remote learning reflections from the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
What was good about remote
learning?
 Liked going outside for the first
two weeks
 seeing friends
 friends came over every week
 did more work
 wasn’t loud
 got more work done with cat
 not much work
 could eat whenever
 enjoyed doing science
experiments
 more time with pets
 no noisy people
 more free time
 no work in the afternoon
 being by myself it was easier to
work
 science and journal writing was
easier because there were less
students
 sleep in
 got to wear PJs
 no rush in the morning
 my mum could help me
 being able to have lunch at
home
 my cat and dog
 I got to go to the pantry
whenever I wanted
 I liked the hall because it was
quieter
 don’t have to work from 9 to 3
 the work was easier
 being with my family
 having a cup of tea while
working
 making videos
 being with family and pets
 having snack whenever I want
 I got to have Lego next to me
while I worked
 I had more time to do my work
 I made ‘friends’
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 Yummy hot chocolate
 being with pets
 time and space to myself
 I got a lot of work done
 I liked making MTB tracks at
lunch time
 I had my family at home with
me
 we got to see our pets every
day
 I ate food at 1pm

What was challenging about
remote learning?
 Microsoft Teams was hard
 editing was hard
 was quiet
 wasn’t seeing friends
 got distracted
 staying motivated
 math and language
 lessons
 not much help from teachers
 no friends to play with
 having to communicate by
computer
 hard to keep up with zoology
projects
 getting distracted by my books
 hard to show work
 found it hard to keep still
 didn’t really know what to do
 not being able to help each
other
 Not having a teacher to talk to
when you needed help
 Not being able to see friends,
and mum and dad didn’t know
stuff
 actually working
 science was hard but I did lots
 Having no teachers to help me
 not being able to talk to
someone when you wanted to
 it was hard to concentrate

 I had no friends
 not seeing my friends
 no friends at home
 only one
 using the video was hard- it
made me nervous
 finding my own project
 my cat jumping on my face
 technology was tricky
 keeping up with work
 figuring out which work to do
 group meetings were hard
 writing was hard

What’s good about being back
at school?
 seeing friends
 sitting at the window in the
classroom
 having someone to play with
 being able to sit next to my
friends again
 it’s a lot easier in school
 harder math
 going on lots of walks
 doing fun games together
 Sandy
 having teachers to help

Cycle 3 News Continued…
Storm Boy ‘Doodle Bugs’ – Look at the different interpretations of the same initial lines!

Page 5 of 8

Cycle 3 News Continued…

Storm Boy Drama – Students composed ‘freeze frames’ of memorable scenes from the novel.
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Whole School News
Fish Tank
Two of our families have offered to take the pet lizard from Topaz home to feed in the school holidays. The tank he lives
in is very large and difficult to transport. If anyone has a small tank available (approx. size 60cm in size) that we could loan
over the holidays it would be greatly appreciated. Please give us a call if you think you can help.

Tiny Tots
Unfortunately due to the Covid-19 pandemic we have decided not to offer Tiny Tots in Term 3. We apologise for any
inconvenience this may cause. We will re-assess the situation next term and advise what the plans are for term 4 in the
September newsletter.

Term 3 hours for our Educational Care Program
We are offering additional care hours in the Ruby Room for children from the age of 6 months up to and including kinder
age in term 3. Care will now be available on Mondays from 8.30am -3.30pm. If there is enough interest we will look to
increase the hours to include 3.30-5.00pm. The care program will continue to be available Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 8.30 – 5.00pm.

The Blessing
Prior to eating, the children in our early years service say a blessing to be mindful of, and grateful for the food on their
plate. The words to our blessing are as follows:

The Blessing
Earth who gives to us this food.
Stars and sun who made it good.
Dearest Earth and stars and sun.
We will remember what you have done.
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Community Notices
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