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A Note from Susi
We have now completed just over a full week of the remote learning from home
program. Central to everything we do is our Montessori philosophy and we have
designed, as much as possible, a program that considers the needs of our students
and their families during this unusual time. The feedback from so many of you has
been enormously positive and we thank you for all the comments we are receiving.
Teaching staff too are commenting about the positive approach of their students
towards this different experience of school.
It is also important to remember that the learning from home program is only a
matter of weeks in a child’s time at school. Some days at home might go really well
and others not so well. Whatever works for your family is what is important and
whether it is sustainable or not. Our main concern is the wellbeing of our students
and families. Please know all the content presented this term will be revisited and
reassessed when the children return to their physical classroom. In regard to
attendance, your child will be marked present unless you notify your class teacher
by email otherwise.
This week we are launching the Family History Project, an activity which the whole
family can choose to do, no matter what age or cycle/s the children are. It’s fun,
creative and presents different ways for you to explore your family history, including
the extended family, while we all stay at home. For families with primary age
students, have a look in your children’s classroom Team and on the left you will see
a channel called Whole Family Activities, press on this to find a message and the
Family History Project.
Lastly, please be aware that the school is operating with limited staff. The phone
message bank is checked throughout the day otherwise the best way to contact the
class teacher or myself is through email. Feel free to get in touch if you wish to
discuss any matters, or if you need any help, or you would like to share a story.

2020 Term Dates:
Term 2 14 April – 26 June
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
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What’s on this term
Pupil Free Day - Teacher PD
Fri 5 June
School Closure - Queen’s
Birthday Public Holiday
Monday 8 June
Term 2 ends. 2.15pm finish
Fri 26 June

Thinking of you all,
Susi.

Did You Know….. Audible is offering free audiobooks for children during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Stories are divided into six categories: Littlest Listeners,
Elementary, Tween, Teen, Literary Classics and Folk & Fairy Tales. The free
stories can be streamed on desktops, laptops and tablets.
The website is https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
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Cycle 1 News
Cycle 1 are making fortnightly remote learning packs for families to work with at home. We have received lots of feedback
about how useful the learning packs are and how much enjoyment the children (and their parents) are having.

Science and cooking are the two most loved activities.

Last week the Cycle 1 children did a ‘test run and catch up session’ using the MS Teams video meeting with their Director.
Moving forward, the kinder children are invited to one video session once a week, while Preps are doing three to four
video sessions per week.
Thank you to all our families for your gratitude, it means a lot in these challenging times.
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone Room
Cycle 2 have been busy settling into routines and finding good places at home to work. Everyone has been doing a great
job on transitioning to ‘school online’ and Ben and I have really enjoyed meeting with each student online every day,
either in small groups or one-on-one.
Moonstone students have made themselves their very own fraction materials and have been learning about fractions as
well as measuring. Today we’re measuring how far our paper planes are going to fly! Turquoise and Moonstone have also
been learning about our bodies and so far we’ve looked at the human skeleton. Roscoe was able to show us the ‘real’
bones on a human in our online class! We’ve been sharing news about new chickens, puppies and other pets as well as
cooking things, making things for Anzac Day and so much more. We’re looking forward to the many more adventures
ahead!

Roscoe doing his
maths facts
colouring page and
using the abacus to
help with adding.
up.
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Harvey doing his
spelling with chalk.

Cycle 2 News Continued…
From the Turquoise Room
Two weeks into learning from home and we are getting into the swing of it. Many children have
been getting creative with work like using materials from the house to replicate what we do here
at school, combining nature with maths by making bar charts of different bird species, baking and
then selling their produce to the family to practise change, creating their own monster and
getting creative with lego.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye Room
Diary of a Grade 4,5,6 Teacher teaching remotely
in the time of COVID-19

getting on with it, trying to do the work, sending me
questions if they need and making the best of it.

Day 1
So nice to see the students in our first ‘lesson’ which was
basically just marking the roll (?!), an introduction to
remote learning, going over the timetable and learning
how to use Microsoft Teams.
Teams is great but unlike Zoom, which I’ve been using to
connect with friends and family during the holidays, you
can only see 4 people on the screen (plus a smaller image
of yourself). The rest just appear as icons with their
initials or their photo, or a photo of their pet! So I’m
trying to remember who the Chihuahua is and who is the
one-eyed cat…? The instant message function is good
because they can be on mute and still ask clarifying
questions during the lesson. But dear oh dear, they have
discovered the emojis and Gifs! Seems they are spending
most of the time in this lesson searching for emojis and
Gifs, including a snoring emoji someone posted (did I
rave on too much?). Silently curse the creators of Gifs…

Day 5
Mute is a great function on Teams Video meetings as
long as students don’t turn themselves back on again
when I’m in the middle of explaining something. Coffee
machines going in the background, a sibling calling out to
a parent, munching of chips, various clicks, wriggles and
fidgeting blend into a cacophony of sound in my
headphones so that I lose my train of thought…

Day 2
Trying to teach Geometry remotely is challenging. How
can you show a student how to use a protractor? Thanks
to the Khan Academy I find a video on this to send to my
Geometry class. I’m glad I didn’t send them all home with
compasses- I’d probably inflict an injury on myself trying
to explain how to use it.
My daughter Sage brings me a coffee as I’m sitting at my
desk ‘teaching.’ Guess there’s gotta be some perks to all
this…
Day 4
We have put in place some limits so the students can’t
post so much on the group posts… This is good but they
are still individual messaging a lot. Wonder if they know
that we can access all these messages? Hmmm, nice that
students are connecting but are they just chatting away
using individual instant messaging during a lesson? Guess
we need to find some way to help these children to
connect socially…
It’s really nice to catch up with the students and their
parents in the individual meetings. I’m so impressed with
how these children (& their parents!) have adapted to
these crazy times. No one is complaining – they are just
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Day 8
I spend ages preparing an optional lesson on the novel
coronavirus, including a ridiculous hairstyle, a message of
instructions I wrote out that the SASR-CoV-2 RNA has for
the host cell and some dramatic background music. It’s
hard to tell whether they enjoyed it when you are
teaching via a screen. But some of their instant
messaging during the lesson tells me they did and it’s
nice that quite a few of them come to these optional
lessons.

It’s 5.30 pm Friday arvo. Exhaustion! Time for a ‘staff
meeting’ with my husband Matt, to see how his week
remote teaching with his secondary students has gone.
He’s also had to adapt to being a primary teacher/special
needs teacher when he has been helping our son, Archie
with his school work.
For one of Matt’s outdoor ed classes this week he lit the
fire outside and taught the class fireside! Maybe I’ll try
that myself next week. For now, I need some time by that
fire without a screen…

Cycle 3 News Continued…
From the Topaz Room
What an amazing term it has been so far! We have
already
shown
persistence,
resilience
and
understanding and it is only week 3.
Our on-line learning is a challenging way for us to teach
and learn as a community, we are so proud of how we
are all coping with the challenges and also finding things
to share. It is lovely to see the pets becoming part of the
program.
We love sharing and here are a couple of photos that
the children have put out for us to look at. When
sharing we can use Teams- Topaz- Files- Other and the
appropriate subject. If you put comments or photos
here everyone can see them.
We are encouraging the children to use assignments
to upload photos and videos of their work.

When Marnie Was There
Movie review by
Rose WJ
Today I watched a movie called “when Marnie was
there”. It’s really interesting and this is what I think of it.
Storyline: a girl called Anna goes to her foster relative’s
house for the summer and meets a girl called Marnie, but
is Marnie real?
Why it’s a good movie (in my opinion):
The way it’s all connected in the storyline makes it very
interesting when you watch it. It’s a bit of a mix of
mystery, time, and imagination.
Main Characters:
Anna: shy and good at drawing.
Marnie: a old fashioned girl who is very misunderstood.
Cast:
Sara Takatsuki, Kasumi Arimura, Nanako Matshushima.
Director: Hiromasa Yonebayashi
I rate this movie a five out of five stars because it’s
interesting and very fascinating to the viewer. It’s also
very dramatic, if you’re into that.
I highly suggest it to anyone.

Sea sponges are filter
feeders.
The coloured water goes
through the sponge.
By Archie

Page 6 of 9

Community Notices
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Community Notices Continued…
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