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  TUESDAY 17th MARCH 2020 - Term 1 Week 8 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
It is indeed strange times – while sitting out in the sunshine having a cup of tea 
marvelling at the beautiful weather, the growth after the rain and the abundance 
of bird-life in our school grounds, I ponder how this moment is in stark contrast to 
the events of recent weeks across the world. Connecting children and their 
classroom community to nature and the environment is very much a part of Maria 
Montessori’s theoretical and practical approach to the holistic education for the 
child, and this develops more than any other area the spirit of the child.  
This week, in response to COVID-19, the school cancelled the Cycle 3 camp to 
Canberra, which led to the discussion that we felt that, more than ever at this time, 
students needed to be out and about experiencing the natural world. In the blink of 
an eye alternative activities were organised! Bush walking at Mount Buffalo and a 
bush camp at Typo Station.  A massive thank you to the team at ACRE (the Australian 
Centre for Rural Enterprise) for the fantastic offer for a two day program including 
bushcraft, bushwalking, community gardening, and cooking with a group of young 
indigenous people from Wadeye, NT. As well thank you to our amazing Cycle 3 staff 
for their determination and flexibility to make this camp happen. The bus has 
arrived at Typo and the word is … It is superb! 

Ride to School 
What a fantastic sight! 33 bikes overflowing from the bike shed and a well-attended 
delicious breakfast of warm crumpets with honey, muesli and yoghurt, fresh fruit 
and a cup of orange juice. Thank you to our volunteer parents, Alison and Dan, and 
grandparent, Steve for preparing and serving the breakfast and to Marty Young for 
supervising the riders as they made their way to and from school.  

COVID-19 Update 
We continue to follow and support the official advice from Victorian and 
Commonwealth health officers, which is that schools should remain open, for the 
time being at least. We are also planning for possible closure and a time of learning 
from home for our students. 
Currently the school is responding to minimising the risk by changing some of our 
daily protocols and encouraging good hygiene practises such as: 

 The Montessori greeting of shaking hands has stopped and each classroom 
teacher is introducing an alternative to welcome children to the class and 
farewell them. 

 Children are directed to wash their hands multiple times throughout the day 
and reminded of the protocols for sneezing and coughing. 

 Paper towels are used to dry hands. 

 Water bottles are to go home with the child each day to be washed and refilled with fresh water. 

 Regular disinfection of high traffic surfaces such a door handles.  

 Weather permitting, we circulate as much fresh air through the building as possible. 
How can you help us? 
Please keep unwell children at home even if they feel slightly unwell, this not only includes flu-like symptoms such as sore 

throat and coughing, but also even a headache or a runny nose. Thank you for your understanding.  
Regards, Susi. 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

2020 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 27 March 

Term 2 14 April – 26 June 

Term 3 13 July – 18 September 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 – Early Years News 

 Page 3 – Cycle 1 News 

 Page 4 - Whole School News  

 Page 5 – Cycle 3 Camp photos  

 Page 6-8 - Community Notices 

    

 What’s on this term 

Harmony Day Celebrations                             
Fri 27 March 

Term 1 ends Fri 27 March 
2.15pm finish 

What’s on next term 

Pupil Free Day - School Closure 
for Teacher PD Fri 5 June 

School Closure - Queen’s 
Birthday Public Holiday 
Monday 8 June 

Term 1 ends.  2.15pm finish     
Fri 26 June 
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Early Years News 

 

From the Ruby Room 
We welcome to the Ruby Room: Ebony, Maggie and 

Harper who have started attending care in our room in 

the last couple of weeks. We are very pleased to see 

some new little faces and introduce them to our learning 

program. 

Lately, we have been focusing our learning experiences 

around Australian wildlife, and we will continue to do this 

until the end of term. Children are enjoying this topic and 

it is giving us the opportunity to discuss and learn more 

about it.  Lately we have enjoyed reading the classic 

books “Diary of a Wombat” and “Wombat Stew” and we 

have added finger puppets to this last one. We have 

performed with the puppets during circle time a few 

times. Now we have the book and the finger puppets 

arranged on one of the shelves so they can experience it 

individually or in small groups. The children are enjoying 

the drama opportunities. 

To explore more of this topic, we have also discussed 

animal habitats, animal classifications, description of 

wildlife to enhance the extension of their language, 

making a few different crafts, sensory tables in the 

outdoors and adapting music and singing to the topic.  

Last week in the outdoor area we moved our vegetable 

garden which was located in the courtyard to the 

playground so it can be used more effectively.  We are 

planning to sow different winter vegetables and herbs 

and they will be easier to look after in the new location.  

The children participated by helping to move the dirt 

using shovels and taking turns while Maddi and Jess 

carried the wheelbarrow.    

 

During the past weeks we have also had the opportunity 

to do some cooking; we have made quesadillas, cookies 

and popcorn. Children learn to use a big range of kitchen 

utensils, taking turns, cooperating, being patient, and 

practising their practical life skills during these sessions.  

Sometimes there is also lots of cleaning afterwards, but 

the process of cleaning is also part of their learning. 

 

Last Thursday the children participated in an emergency 

drill; we talked about being safe, being calm, what to take 

and how to move around from the classroom to the 

emergency point in a safe manner.  They responded very 

well and did a great job of moving to the hall and sitting 

there to wait for further instructions. We had a very 

responsible group of children. 

From Ruby room staff. 
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Cycle 1 News 

 

From the Emerald and Amethyst Room 
MORNING WORK CYCLE 

As most of you would be aware by now, last week our 

timetable returned to starting our work cycle indoors. 

Those children who arrive before 9 o’clock have the 

option of playing outside until the bus arrives. This is the 

signal for the children to return indoors to begin the 

morning work cycle. The children have adapted to this 

change quickly and easily and are very settled during the 

morning. The kinder children now have their outside play 

at 11:15 while the prep children participate in a group 

lesson. The prep children then play after lunch. 

 

DOOR HANDLES 

As many of you will have noticed, the Cycle 1 classroom 

door handles were raised over the Christmas holidays. 

This is to ensure the safety of all the children in our 

rooms. Whilst the children love to jump and see if they 

can open the doors themselves, this can result in children 

leaving the room without staff knowing or jammed 

fingers. We ask that you support us by reminding your 

child that only adults are to open the classroom and 

courtyard doors.  

 

COVID-19 

In an attempt to minimise the spread of the COVID-19 

virus, there are a few precautions we are putting in place, 

including but not limited to: handshakes in greeting or 

farewell will be replaced with a verbal greeting or wave, 

we will use paper towel in the bathrooms, children will 

eat out of their lunchboxes rather than using communal 

plates, and all excursions, including the fortnightly visit 

to the Beechworth Aged Care facility, are postponed. We 

ask for your support by keeping your ill child at home. 

 

LUNCHES 

We ask that you please keep ‘treats’ such as chocolate 

and sugary items for home, as children are often more 

inclined to eat these than the nutritious foods you have 

packed for them. If you would like some ideas of what 

you can pack in your child’s lunchbox, please let us know. 

 
OUTDOORS 
The children have been playing games of hide and seek 

around the yard. They have found some interesting 

hiding places such as under the mud kitchen, behind the 

slide, and amongst the wallaby grass. They particularly 

enjoy roping staff in to play with them.  

The children helped to rake and put leaves in the green 

waste bin after the cockatoos made a mess of the oak 

tree over the weekend. The children always enjoy this 

type of activity, using large muscle groups when raking 

and moving a wheelbarrow full of leaves. 
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Whole School News 
 

A Message from Montessori Australia –

“Montessori Film: Let the Child be the Guide” 

We are delighted to pass on the details of the film 

screenings around the country of the wonderful new 

film about Montessori education:  

'Let The Child Be The Guide’. 

 

Watch the trailer here: https://vimeo.com/393116624 

 

This is the first film about Montessori - as lived by the 

children themselves.  

 

Last year, Lynne Lawrence, Executive Director of 

Association Montessori Internationale, made this review 

of the film: 

“Thank you so much for providing our movement with 

this powerful tool that will contribute to a better 

understanding of the approach worldwide.” 

 

Our hope with screening this film all over Australia is to 

promote the Montessori method, as well as share the 

enjoyment of the film itself to those who are already 

knowledgeable about the approach.  

 

The film screening dates around the country are: 

1 April Elizabeth Picture Theatre, Brisbane: 

https://ltcbtg5.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustralia

brisbane 

1 April Capitol Cinemas, Canberra: 

https://ltcbtg4.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustralia

canberra 

1 April Hoyts Broadway, Sydney:  

https://ltcbtg12.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustrali

asydney  

2 April Mercury Cinemas, Adelaide: 

https://ltcbtg6.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustralia

adelaide  

7 April Palace Paradiso, Perth:  

https://ltcbtg9.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliaper

th 

9 April Cinema Nova, Melbourne:  

https://ltcbtg8.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliamel

bourne  

 

 

Beechworth Montessori Families Facebook Page 

Did you know that there is a Facebook group especially for 
Beechworth Montessori families?  This group has been 
created by parents of the Montessori community to allow all 
members to communicate, share information, share ideas, 
and most importantly to continue to nurture and grow our 
connection as a passionate, spirited and kind-hearted group 
of people.  
All members of the Beechworth Montessori community are 
invited to be part of this page. It is a closed group so only 
approved members can view the page. We ask that all 
communication is in the spirit of kindness, respect and is 
inclusive of all members.  

Regional Hume Swimming Championships 

Congratulations to the boys under 12/13 200 metre 
freestyle relay team, Ted, Rama, Luke and Reuben, for 
qualifying and competing in the Regional Hume swimming 
championships at Shepparton.  

 

https://vimeo.com/393116624
https://ltcbtg5.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliabrisbane
https://ltcbtg5.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliabrisbane
https://ltcbtg4.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliacanberra
https://ltcbtg4.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliacanberra
https://ltcbtg12.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliasydney
https://ltcbtg12.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliasydney
https://ltcbtg6.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliaadelaide
https://ltcbtg6.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliaadelaide
https://ltcbtg9.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliaperth
https://ltcbtg9.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliaperth
https://ltcbtg8.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliamelbourne
https://ltcbtg8.eventbrite.com.au/?aff=monteaustraliamelbourne
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Cycle 3 Camp Photos 

 

  

   

 
Additional camp photos will also be posted 

on Facebook on our “Beechworth 

Montessori Families” page throughout the 

duration of the camp.  
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Community Notices  
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