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  TUESDAY 3rd MARCH 2020 - Term 1 Week 6 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
In social enterprise lessons I asked Year 6 students a question: 

What do you think might be the world’s biggest problem? 

I’ve ordered their thoughts loosely from the most common response: 

- Climate change, global warming, carbon dioxide, climate denialists, 

carbon pollution 

- Too much plastic in the ocean, plastic pollution 

- Animal extinction, not looking after our animals well enough and just 

caring about ourselves 

- Drought, bushfires, cutting down trees 

- Poverty, unfairness, racism, girls’ rights, suicide rates, coronavirus, too 

many humans 

 

The good news is, we are not the only ones to be talking about the world’s 

problems. Back in 2015, world leaders gathered together to agree on a plan to 

tackle all these sorts of problems. The plan is called the Global Goals - 17 Goals to 

make the world more fair, just and equal by the year 2030. 

 

Next, Peter Sacco, the Project Manager from the Australian Centre for Rural 

Enterprise in Schools (ACRES) came to visit to explain what a social enterprise is 

and clarified terms such as fundraising and business.  

 

The next question for the students is, What would they like to change in the world, 

in their community? What ideas do they have for an enterprise? We look forward 

to sharing this journey with you as it is you who are often our first customers!  

Regards Susi 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

2020 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 27 March 

Term 2 14 April – 26 June 

Term 3 13 July – 18 September 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

 

 
In this edition 
 Page 2 – Cycle 2 News 

 Page 3-4 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 5, 6, 7 - Whole School News  

 Page 8-10 - Community Notices 

    

 What’s on this term 

Labour Day Public Holiday – NO 
SCHOOL Monday 9 March  

Annual General Meeting      
Wed 18th March 

National Ride to School day     
Fri 13 March 

Cycle 3 Canberra Camp         
Mon 16 – Thurs 19 March 

Harmony Day Celebrations                             
Fri 27 March 

Term 1 ends Fri 27 March, 
2.15pm finish 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Moonstone and Turquoise Room
 

Communication skills, collaboration and team work have been the focus of Cycle 2 throughout this term.  

These skills came to the fore at the conclusion of the swimming programme as Cycle 2 children were required to navigate 

their boats to the end of the Beechworth public pool in a timely manner, and without capsizing. A lot of fun and laughter 

was had by all! 
  

 

 

 

Students across the two classrooms have also looked after and utilised their own ‘school grown’ herbs and vegies through 

class cooking, with cherry tomatoes and mini cucumbers regularly supplementing snack time. We concurred that our food 

tasted all the more scrumptious when we could clearly claim ‘from planted pot to plate’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further opportunities for collaborative learning are occurring as children across the cycle have swapped teachers and 

classrooms to listen and participate in the Montessori Great Stories, in our regular reading groups, and in the ‘community 

art’ event where students added to one another’s art work and then critiqued the results together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montessori classrooms have always been intended to be places of collaborative learning. As each group of older students 

moves up into Cycle 3, the remaining students can take a little time to realise who they now have in their classroom to 

look to for help, in addition to the teacher. This transition period has seen new leaders emerge who have readily stepped 

up to help their cohort with patience, grace, enthusiasm and respect, just as it should be and always a delight to behold. 

Ben and Nicola  
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Cycle 3 News 

 

From the Tigereye and Topaz Room 
 

Art   
We are continuing to be inspired by Australian artists. We looked at colour, lines and dots with Emily Kame Kngwarreye. 

We’ve examined painting and drawing landmarks inspired by Ken Done. The colours stood out for most children and they 

used that inspiration to draw many shapes and creatures. Ahn Do has inspired many portraits and the children have in 

turn inspired visitors with their respectful working environment and passionate creative expression.  

 

  

Civics and citizenship 
We have been working together to find out more about our parliamentary system. We had a preferential vote to name 

our lizard Sandy. We found out some of the parties that run in elections in Australia and we had an interesting time 

researching a Political Party or an independent. Did you know that some parties have lots of people, and an independent 

candidate is all by themselves? 

 

Swimming 
“It was cool.” “It was interesting.” “It was nice to go swimming in the hot weather with my friends.” “The teachers were 

really nice and let us catch up on stuff if we weren’t there.” “It was challenging.” “It was fun and I learned a lot about 

freestyle.”  

These were some of the comments from the children about their swimming lessons in week one and two. 
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Cycle 3 News continued… 

 
We also attended the district swimming carnival at Chiltern where we had students competing in everything from freestyle 

relay to butterfly!  Congratulations to Luke, Rama, Ted and Reuben who qualified for district!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gardening, Cooking and Social Enterprise 
Our gardeners have harvested seeds from our (somewhat-deceased) summer garden and planted them out, bringing life 

back into the garden, and added new greenery to our herb ‘tower’. Potatoes have been harvested amidst many squeals 

of delight and the worms have been fed a rich diet of students’ leftover lunches and snacks: blueberries – yum! 

 
The cooking groups have been exploring cuisines from a variety of countries around the world. We’ve been served up 

Chinese dumplings, Fyrstekake (Norwegian royalty cake) and East-African chapati just to name a few! 

 
In Social Enterprise, students have explored the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and are beginning to brainstorm what 

‘causes’ they feel most passionately about and what products or services they could provide - Ideas abound! 

Kat, Martina, Amber, Asha, Kim and Aimee. 
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Whole School News 

 

Request for Quotation 
Beechworth Montessori School is committed to the 

objective of Enhanced Communications and Targeted 

Marketing identified in our Strategic Plan 2019-2021. 

We are currently seeking quotations for activities 

including photography, video production, copywriting, 

development of a prospectus and a refresh of our 

website. 

We would welcome the opportunity to work with 

members of the school community on these projects. If 

you would like to receive a copy of the Request for 

Quotation, please contact Alison Lloyd 

alison@alisonlloydmarketing.com.au 0402 081 232. 

 

Nature Play Activity Book Fundraiser 
Order forms for our Nature Play Activity Book Fundraiser 

where distributed to parent pockets last week.  There is 

a copy of the book in the Office if you would like to view 

it.  20% of all sales will be donated to our school. Orders 

must be received by no later than Monday 16th March 

and will be delivered to school the following week.  

Additional order forms are available from the Office.  

 

Golden Horseshoes Bike Decoration Competition 
See Community Notices (page 8) for information on the 

bike decoration competition.  If you are interested in 

participating entry forms are available from the office.   

 

Celebrate T21 Ambassador 
Leading up to our fundraising event for Celebrate T21 we 

would like you to meet Cassie, the Celebrate T21 

ambassador from Cycle 1.  In the last week of term there 

will be a fundraising event.  More information will follow.  

In the meantime there is a donation tin at the office.  For 

more information about T21 and to learn more about 

Cassie see page 7 of this newsletter.  

 

Cycle 2 & 3 Lunchtime cricket 
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Whole School News continued… 

 

National Ride to School Day – Friday 13 March 
National Ride2School Day is just over a week away! If you’re planning for your kids to ride to school that day here’s the 

information you need to ensure they arrive and return on time … and safely. 

Unaccompanied: If your child already rides to school unaccompanied or you're happy for them to do so on the day, then 

we’ll see them at school. 

Accompanied: 

Option 1 - You ride with your kids, ensuring they arrive and return safely. There’ll be breakfast waiting for you when you 

arrive! If you’d like to join the riding groups (option 2 below) then that’d be great. 

Option 2 - We will have parents leading groups of children to and from the destinations shown on this map (the map is 

also available in the school foyer). If you are happy for your child/ren to ride with the group without you then: 

- In the morning the three groups will leave from the red circles at 8.15am sharp, meeting up at the orange square at 

8.30am and arriving at school around 8.45am so that there’s time for breakfast. All three groups will meet up at the orange 

square (start of the rail trail, on the croquet club side of the road) before riding up the hill. Some children will struggle up 

the Albert Road hill, walking it is fine and the parents will ensure that everyone arrives safely. 

- In the afternoon the three groups will leave school by 3.30pm and arrive at the pick-up points (the red circles) by 3.50pm. 

Due care will be taken to ensure the children descend the Albert Road hill safely. You must be at your pick-up point by 

3.45pm - the parent leaders cannot stay to look after your child if you are not there. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the school foyer. To give us an idea of numbers please pop your name on the sheet. But if you 

decide to ride at the last minute that’s fine too. We are hoping for good weather and a great turnout! 

If you would like to know more or to help out on the day please contact Marty Young on 0416 100923.  If you would like 

to help out you will need to have a valid Working with Children Check.  It is quick and easy to apply at 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ and there is no charge for volunteers. 

 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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Community Notices  
  

 

 

BIKE DECORATION COMPETITION 

The Committee of the Beechworth Golden Horseshoes 

Festival invites all Community Members and visitors who 

own a push bike to decorate it and enter the competition. 

Sunday 12th April is the date of the competition. 

There are two groups in the competition:- 

Child (up to 15 years) 

Adult (15 years +) 

Prizes for each group: 

$100.00 Best decorated bike 

$ 50.00 Runner up 

$ 30.00 Encouragement award 

SPONSOR: M.I. Freeman Stores. 

Email: goldenhorseshoesfestival@gmail.com for an entry 

form to be emailed to you. 

 

Golden Horseshoes Festival Committee 

RSVP: March 15th March, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

Could you be a permanent care parent? 
 

There are a number of children supported by the Department 
of Health & Human Services who require a family for life as 
they are unable to live with their birth families. We are seeking 
committed and motivated people who would be interested in 
learning more about providing a permanent family for a child. 
 
Assistance payments are made to the Permanent Care family 
to assist with the day to day expenses of caring for a 
child/young person. Assistance payments are considered to 
be a reimbursement for expenses and not an earned income. 
 
We are also keen to speak with families who are particularly 
interested in caring for children aged between 5 and 10 years.  
 
Information sessions are being held on: 
 
Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 6:00pm  
Department of Health & Human Services 
43-47 Rowan Street, Wangaratta  
 
Thursday 21st March 2019 at 6:00pm 
Department of Health & Human Services 
163-167 Welsford Street, Shepparton 
 
Bookings are not essential. For further information please 
contact:  
Adoption & Permanent Care Program   
: 5832 1552  

 

mailto:horseshoesfestival@gmail.com
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Babysitting     

Mia Davidson (16) and Sage 

Davidson (14)  

Available: Mon, Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun 

Latest: 10:30pm weeknights 

   12:00pm weekends 

One child: $10 per hour 

$2 for every additional child   

Contact: (Please text) 

Sage: 0490 963 706         

Mia : 0474 029 787 

If you message us during school 

hours it may take a while for us to 

respond. 

 


