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  TUESDAY 18th  FEBRUARY 2020 - Term 1 Week 4 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
Now that the first few weeks have passed and swimming lessons are over, there is 

a real sense of settling in across the school for all of us, teachers and students alike. 

For me, it has been such a pleasure to welcome so many new families and their 

children to the school this year. Please know that if you have any 

questions/concerns I am available either by phone, email or you can call into the 

office.  

Commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for 2030 

This year the school commences its journey as 

a Lead School for the Respectful Relationship 

program, working towards the targets of SDG 

Goal No 5, to affect change and promote 

gender equality.  

We will be working closely with our partner 

Montessori schools, Gisborne Montessori 

School, Plenty Valley International 

Montessori School and Melbourne 

Montessori School, who will be visiting the 

school later this term for an induction day to 

the program and to discuss questions such as: 

 Where & how does the Respectful Relationships program fit within the 

Montessori curriculum? 

 What curriculum are our schools currently delivering that supports the 

Respectful Relationships program? 

 How, when and with whom do we introduce specific Respectful Relationship 

topics such as Gender and Identity & Positive Gender Relations? 

Along the way there will be opportunities for parents/carers to be a part of this 

learning journey as we take a whole school approach. I will keep you posted.  

Student Voice 

Our school has registered for National Ride2School Day on Friday 13 March as part of the Beechworth Montessori Active 
Travel Action Plan created by students for students. 

We would like to encourage as many students as we can to ride to school on this day, and to do so, we need a team of 
parents who can supervise and guide the students along the safest route to school as well as serve breakfast on 
arrival at school.  More information and how you can volunteer is on page 5 of this newsletter.  

Susi 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

2020 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 27 March 

Term 2 14 April – 26 June 

Term 3 13 July – 18 September 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 – Early Years News 

 Page 3-4 – Cycle 1 News 

 Page 5, 6, 7 - Whole School News  

 Page 8 - Community Notices 

    

 What’s on this term 

Labour Day Public Holiday – NO 
SCHOOL Monday 9 March  

Annual General Meeting      
Wed 18th March 

National Ride to School day     
Fri 13 March 

Cycle 3 Canberra Camp         
Mon 16 – Thurs 19 March 

Harmony Day Celebrations                             
Fri 27 March 

Term 1 ends Fri 27 March, 
2.15pm finish 
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Early Years News 

 

From the Ruby Room
 

Welcome back to all, and a warm welcome to the new families using the care program this term, it is a pleasure to meet 

new little faces. We hope our families lives have returned to some sense of normality after a very tough summer season.   

This term Ruby Room has started with low numbers but we are hoping to pick up enrolments in the next couple of weeks.  

Most of our enrolments have moved up to cycle 1 to continue their learning journey, which is so exciting.  Later during 

the day our room welcomes them back to complete their care sessions following the same routines they have experienced 

in past years. The children have all settled very nicely as they know the room, the staff members and what is needed to 

be done during the afternoons.  

This year the room is mostly run by Maddi, Elli and Jess. 
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Cycle 1 News 

 

From the Emerald and Amethyst Room

WELCOME 

We extend a warm welcome to all our children and 

families who have returned this year, and particularly to 

those who are new to our school. Emerald room 

welcomes Joseph, Fela, Harriet, Patrick, Sadie and 

Fletcher and their families, whilst Amethyst welcomes 

Gillean, Henry, Leo, Lola, Luca, Tully, Zachary, and Zillah 

and their families.  

 

OUTSIDE PLAY AND MORNING WORK CYCLE 

Our rooms are open from 8:30am each morning for all 

children. This term we are beginning each day with 

outside play in order to beat the heat. The children are 

thoroughly enjoying exploring the playground together 

and getting to know each other. Some of their favourite 

activities include hopscotch, manipulating playdough, 

the Aquaplay boat harbour, concocting delicacies in the 

mud kitchen, role play with the dolls, the water feature, 

playing with trains, and running around.  
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Before returning indoors to begin their work cycle, the 

children also sit together to eat fruit at the lunch tables. 

Prior to eating, the children recite the blessing as follows: 

Earth who gives to us this food, 

Stars and Sun who made it good, 

Dearest Earth and stars and Sun, 

We will remember what you have done. 

 
SIGN-IN BOOK 
Thank you to everyone for ensuring you fill out the sign-

in book each morning and again at pick-up time. If you 

are not sure how to fill out the sign-in book, please do 

not hesitate to ask one of the staff for help. The sign-in 

book is a legal document and as such needs to be filled 

out correctly each day. We also use it for emergency 

evacuation purposes, therefore it is imperative that all 

children are signed in and out correctly.  

 

LUNCHES 

Amethyst and Emerald children eat lunch together, 

sitting around set tables under the veranda. The children 

practise social courtesies, such as eating with their 

mouth closed, asking for an item to be passed, using 

cutlery, etc. Lunch boxes in both rooms are kept in the 

kitchen cupboard as we have limited space in our 

refrigerators. We therefore request that parents put an 

ice brick in their child’s lunchbox to keep the food cool. 

We also ask that you please keep ‘treats’ such as 

chocolate and sugary items for home, as children are 

often more inclined to eat these than the nutritious 

foods you have packed for them. Please note, that while 

we do have a microwave for heating food, we must heat 

food to between 60o and 70oC for two minutes. Another 

alternative to keeping food warm is to use a thermos. It 

is important to note that we ask that NO NUTS are to be 

brought into the Early Years rooms.  

 
HELP WANTED 
During the holidays we received an order of new 

materials for the children to use outdoors. One of these 

items is a flat-pack cubby, as shown below, that requires 

assembling. If you are able to put this piece of equipment 

together for us, please speak to one of the staff. 

 

 

COLOUR EXPERIMENT 
During art lessons on Monday afternoons, the children 

have been experimenting with colour – mixing primary 

colours to create secondary colours, and adding white or 

black to make tints and shades. A favourite activity is 

mixing food dye using milk and dishwashing liquid. 

Following is the experiment, which you can do at home 

with everyday products. 

Equipment 

 plate, milk, liquid food dye (red, yellow, blue, 
green), dishwashing liquid, toothpick  

Procedure 

1. Pour some milk onto a plate. Make sure it fills 
to the rim. 

2. Add some drops of food dye to the milk. 
3. Dip the toothpick into the dishwashing liquid.  
4. Touch the toothpick in the middle of the milk. 
5. Watch what happens! 
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Whole School News 

 

National Ride2School Day - Friday 13 March 
Friday 13 March is National Ride2School Day! 

Encouraging your children to ride their bike to school has 

many environmental and health benefits — and it’s fun, 

so we would like to encourage as many Montessori 

students as we can to ride to school on the 13th. 

Wouldn’t it be great to see dozens of kids on bikes on 

that morning and afternoon?! 

 

Ride2School Day is a national initiative that fits really well 

with our school's commitment to the Global 

Sustainability and Environment Goals. In line with those 

goals, some of our Cycle 3 students have been working 

on a Beechworth Montessori Active Travel Action Plan, 

setting out what they enjoy, what makes bike or 

pedestrian travel tricky, and a range of ideas to make 

active travel easier. Many items from the Action Plan will 

become part of the school’s Buildings and Grounds 2020 

Program of Work (this program is in planning and will be 

communicated soon). 

Back to Ride2School Day. If you can’t ride with your kids 

we are planning a number of meeting points in town 

where your child can ride with other parents and 

students along a safe route to school. The same meeting 

point will be used in the afternoon. More details on this 

and a map of safe ride routes will follow in the next 

newsletter. 

If you can ride alongside your kids then we encourage 

you to do so. As a bonus, when you arrive at school with 

your kids there’ll be breakfast waiting for you, and we’re 

also planning a simple Beechworth Chain Gang bike 

maintenance point where helmets and bikes can be 

checked over for safety.   

With a big turnout, we will be in the running to apply for 

grants to fund much-needed upgrades to our bike shed. 

If you would like to know more or to help out on the day 

please contact Marty Young on 0416 100923. 

Parents and Friends Weekend – Mount Buffalo 
The Parents and Friends of Beechworth Montessori have 

booked a camping weekend at Mt Buffalo on the 13/14th 

March (ie booking Friday night 12th and Sat night 

13th).  All parents and friends of the school are welcome 

to come!  We have done this a few times before and it is 

a wonderful opportunity to connect with other families, 

and to have fun in the gorgeous bush there (swimming 

and paddling on the lake, bushwalks, and sometimes 

we've had trips through the underground river and even 

done a little rockclimbing). 

You would need to book your own campsite 

(https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/bookings/place/lake-

catani-campground) and bring all your own stuff.  If 

anyone would like to come but doesn't have camping 

gear, just call Nicki on 0407797092 and we'll see if I can't 

rustle up something. 

We are generally based around sites 30 to 50. 

The recent fires mean we can't walk at the Horn, but 

most other areas are now open. 

Nicki 

Red Gum Book Club – Issue 1 
Last week you received a brochure in your parent pocket 

for the Red Gum Book Club.  The brochure is also 

available online at www.redgumbookclub.com.au  If you 

would like to place an order it will need to be submitted 

online by Monday 24th February.  

 

 

 

New families 
Hi, my name is Dannielle Bell.  I’ve been a parent at 
Beechworth Montessori School for 9 years now. I have 3 
children - Otis is in Moonstone, Koko is in Emerald room, 
and Eli who has started at the MAP program at 
Beechworth Secondary College this year. 
I wanted to reach out – if you’re new to the school and 

have any questions or want someone to talk to, please 

get in touch. I would be very happy to help you. 

0422337735 or danniellebell@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/bookings/place/lake-catani-campground
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/bookings/place/lake-catani-campground
http://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/
mailto:danniellebell@gmail.com
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Whole School News 
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Community Notices  
  

 

 

 

 

Indigo Shire Council is currently developing a Cycling, Walking and Horse Riding Trails Strategy and invites young people 

and their families / carers to have their say.  We want to know how many people currently use active transport; how we 

can encourage more young people and their families to cycle, walk, ride a horse, skate and ride a scooter; what might 

prevent some young people from riding and walking to places like school or kinder; where the gaps in our network of 

paths are; plus any other ideas you may have relating to active transport.   

To have your say, you can fill out an online survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/indigotrails  by 31 March or pick up 

a hard copy survey at Council’s Customer Service Centres. 

For more information please contact Sven Erikson at Indigo Shire on 03 5728 8024.   

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/indigotrails

