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  TUESDAY 4th  FEBRUARY 2020 - Term 1 Week 2 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2020. We hope you managed to take a break 

during a challenging holiday period with the surrounding bushfires and smoky 

conditions. During and after events such as the recent bushfire crises, schools play 

an important role by providing a ‘safe place’ for students to foster optimism, 

engage with the community, and work together to build a better future for 

everyone. 

With this in mind, we will be referring to the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals for 2030, as an optimistic framework to help students 

understand the world around them, including global issues and for getting excited 

about the world and the various issues it faces .The Global Goals poster is a great 

way to communicate the 17 goals, agreed to in 2015, by world leaders from 193 

countries, including Australia, to achieve three extraordinary things by 2030 – to 

end extreme poverty,  defeat injustice and inequality and address the urgency of 

climate change.  I look forward to informing you about our commitment to the 

Global Goals over the course of the year. 

 

Novel coronavirus Regular updates about the novel coronavirus are received by the school. The latest advice is that 

parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any student returning from mainland China (not just Hubei Province) who 

was in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020 be isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after 

they were last in mainland China. The recommendation does not apply to Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, nor does it apply 

retrospectively.   

Mural in the making Freshly rendered walls at the front of the building outside the Cycle 2 classrooms – a blank canvas 

ready … watch this space! 

Regards, Susi 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 
2020 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 27 March 

Term 2 14 April – 26 June 

Term 3 13 July – 18 September 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

 

 In this edition 
 Page 2 – Cycle 2 News 

 Page 3-4 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 4-5 - Whole School News  

 Page 6-8 - Community Notices 

    

 What’s on this term 

Cycle 3 swimming                  
Mon 3 – Fri 7 February 

Cycle 2 swimming                     
Mon 10 – Fri 14 February 

District swimming                
Thursday 13 February 

Labour Day Public Holiday – NO 
SCHOOL Monday 9 March  

National Ride to School day     
Fri 13 March 

Cycle 3 Canberra Camp         
Mon 16 – Fri 20 March 

Harmony Day Celebrations                             
Fri 27 March 

Term 1 ends Fri 27 March, 
2.15pm finish 
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms 
 

Welcome back to the new school year.  We would like 

to extend a warm welcome to our new families.  We 

have been discussing the extremes we have been 

experiencing with the variations in the weather lately.  

The children have enjoyed expressing their own ideas 

and creativity through painting.  As you can see from 

the photos there are a variety of interpretations as to 

what hot and cold weather might look like.    

We are looking forward to participating in the 

swimming program next week.  Please ensure you 

return your permission form to the office as soon as 

possible.   

Ben, Nicola and Sonja. 
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  Cycle 3 News 

 

From the Topaz Room  

Welcome to term one. We would like to welcome 

Rama, Rhys, Emmerson and their families to the school. 

We are also delighted to see Blaike, Calum, Daisy, 

Frankie, Hugo and James continuing their experience 

through our Montessori school. Cycle 3 are looking 

forward to a wonderful year with Kat, Martina, Amber, 

Asha, Kim and Aimee all working together as a team. 

We wish Alison all the best for her plunge into 

motherhood, and look forward to seeing her as a parent 

in the mornings and afternoons! 

Art:  

We have settled into school with some art, inspired by 

Australian artists. I was so proud of the efforts of the 

children, no matter what challenges they faced, to give 

each of the art exercises a go. When we had an ‘art 

exhibition’ to wrap the session up, the feedback was 

overwhelmingly positive. Comments such as ‘WOW’, 

‘interesting’, and ‘everyone gave it a go’ were given. We 

remembered that trying our best is all that anyone can 

ask of us. 

Civics and citizenship:   

We had a very interesting start to this topic! The 

children had lots of ideas and were keen to share these 

in a group discussion. When we examined ‘absolute 

monarchy’, and dramatized what that might look like, 

the children were appalled. I asked how they would feel 

living under such a system and what they thought 

would think would happen next… One child yelled 

‘revolt!’ Everyone agreed with him. We learned that the 

birth place of democracy was Greece, but then we 

found out that only men of a certain class could vote. 

That made the girls in particular very upset. The 

students’ political consciousness is growing and I look 

forward to hearing, exchanging and challenging each 

other’s views. I can’t wait to see where the learning 

journey takes us. 

Martina, Amber, Asha, Kim and Aimee. 

 

From the Tigereye Room  

Welcome back to the new school year. This term is a 

short one with lots happening such as our swimming 

program this week, district swimming next Thursday and 

Canberra Camp in week 8 (March 16 to 20th). 

A special welcome to all our new students in Tigereye 

including our new Year fours– Ruby Brough, Ruby Burns, 

Oli, Zaan, Freya, Sam, Lola and Alex. We also welcome 

Chelsea and Dorian to the class. It is lovely to have such 

a wonderful big class and I have been enjoying getting 

to know everyone. 
 

Last week, we started our first lessons on Civics & 

Citizenship, which links in with our Canberra trip. I 

presented the students with a lesson about the different 

types of governments including democracy (direct) and 

democracy (republic), oligarchy, dictatorship and 

monarchy. Then we divided into groups according to 

these different governments and the students had to 

make a tower each using the same amount of uncooked 

spaghetti and masking tape. The groups had to 

complete the task (make the highest tower) according 

to the rules for that type of government. It was very 

interesting that the republic achieved the highest tower! 

There were a few frustrated group members in the 

oligarchy, dictatorship and monarchy groups, as some 

people had no say in anything!  

 

In art, students got a partner to trace the shadow of 

their silhouette. The next step is to fill in the inside part 

of their silhouette with drawings of the many things that 

may interest them and fill their minds. It will be 

interesting to see the finished pieces! 

 

Kat and Asha 

 
 

 

 



Page 4 of 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School News 

 

New families 
Hi, my name is Alison Lloyd.  I’ve been a parent at 

Beechworth Montessori School for 5 years now.  Tom is 

in Emerald room and Charles is in Moonstone.  We 

moved from Melbourne to settle in Beechworth and start 

at this school. 

 

I wanted to reach out – if you’re new to the school and 

have any questions or want someone to talk to, please 

get in touch.  I would be very happy to help you. 

0402 081 232 or alisonlloyd@me.com or request to join 

the Beechworth Montessori Families private Facebook 

group.  

 

Alison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alisonlloyd@me.com


Page 5 of 8 

  

Whole School News 

 

Learn Ukulele or Guitar 
Hi!  I am currently a music instrumental teacher at 

Montessori School who is passionate about helping 

students nurture their talents.  My goal is to make 

lessons fun, interactive and a positive musical 

experience.  I am now taking enrolments for lessons 

Term 1 – 2020.  Expressions of interest or further 

enquiries please ring.  Mobile: 0408 775 678. 

Mel Tompkins 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 
My name is Celine Forster and I am a qualified and 

experienced classroom, voice and instrumental teacher 

of over twenty years experience. I have a holistic style of 

teaching music which includes linking the skills and 

learning gradient to relevant life skill development. I 

teach in both a group and private capacity. I am also 

offering lessons in band ensemble work so if your child is 

already learning from one of the great teachers available 

to you and would like to group up with other 

instrumentalists to put song arrangements together then 

please consider that program.   

30 minute Group lessons are in numbers up to four 

students, (exceptions made for band ensembles) and 

priced at $13.50 per lesson plus book where relevant. 

30 minute private lessons are priced at $30 per lesson 

plus book where relevant.                            

If your child is interested in learning one of the following 

instruments this year please contact me on 0414902191 

or at celine@cvmusic.com.au for further information. 

Places will be limited so please contact me asap to secure  

your childs spot. 

Voice, Bass Guitar, Drums, Clarinet, Flute, Saxophone. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you and working with your 

child. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Celine Forster  (B.Mus., Dip.Ed Monash University) 

Piano and Violin Lessons  
Beechworth Montessori offer private lessons in piano 

and violin.  If you would like more information, please 

enquire at the Office.   
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Community Notices  
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