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A Note from Susi
Assessment and Rating of the Early Years Service
It is with great pride that I announce the result of the recent Assessment and Rating
of our Early Years Service. Beechworth Montessori has received an overall rating of
Exceeding National Quality Standard (NQS) under the National Quality Framework.
To be rated Exceeding NQS means the service is going above and beyond what is
expected across the following three themes in all of the elements of the 7 quality
areas of the NQS;
 Practice is embedded in service operations
 Practice is informed by critical reflection
 Practice is shaped by meaningful engagement with families and/or
community
This result is well-earned and I would like to acknowledge our incredible team of
teachers and assistants, who through their thorough knowledge of the Montessori
philosophy and curriculum, dedication to reflective practice and continual quality
improvement, deliver an exceptional educational program for each child. This is an
achievement to be celebrated!

Year 6 Graduation Celebrations
Beechworth Montessori School’s overall goal is to foster each child’s natural desire
to learn, guiding them to grow into self-aware, courageous and compassionate
human beings. If you know our graduating Year 6 students, you will recognise these
qualities in each of them – unique and vibrant individuals, ready to move on to
secondary college, to venture out to meet the world. We are so very proud and we
wish them all well. Thank you to Kane, parent chef extraordinaire, who worked with
Year 5 students and Asha, to plan, prepare and serve the Year 6 graduation dinner
- a delicious feast, with colour, flavour and flair! Thank you Aimee, Asha and Feona
for all your help, as well as Mia, Uli and Caitlin (former BMS students).

Congratulations to Alumni students of Beechworth Montessori
Mia Davidson and Uli Wild, graduated from Beechworth Montessori in 2015, and
were recently awarded entry into the Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars Program, an
academic enrichment program designed to support high achieving Victorian Year 11
and Year 12 students. Mia and Uli will get the exciting opportunity of experiencing
university life and taking part in a range of academic events and activities – plus get
a head start on their future studies and career! As well, when Mia and Uli finish
secondary studies, they could be offered a guaranteed place in an undergraduate
degree, financial assistance to move to Melbourne, and an overseas scholarship
during their studies. It is wonderful to hear news from our former students.

2019 Term Dates:
Term 4 7 October – 13 December
2020 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 27 March
Term 2 14 April – 26 June
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
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What’s on this term
Garlic orders delivered to
school Tues 10 December
Statewide Transition Day Tues
10 December
Beechworth Secondary College
Transition Days for Year 6
10, 11 & 12 December
Cycle 3 Garden Sale Thurs 12 &
Fri 13 December
Cycle 3 Pool Day – Friday 13
December
Term 4 ends Fri 13 December,
3.15pm finish
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A Note from Susi continued…
Thanking you
I wish to acknowledge my deep appreciation and gratitude to the many parents, grandparents and family friends, who
contribute in such a myriad of ways, to our beautiful and amazing Montessori school. It is with your help that everyone
benefits in some way or another, as together we build this strong and harmonious school. I would also like to thank the
parents who volunteer to the Committee of Management (CoM), and provide me with such fantastic support and the
school with strategic direction.
While it is the end of a busy and productive year and time to wind down, I am excited about the year ahead. 2020 is
shaping up to be a brilliant year here at Beechworth Montessori!
Wishing you all a restful and rejuvenating holiday,
Susi
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Ruby Room director, Jess, has been away visiting her family in
Chile, which has left Maddi in charge for the last weeks of
term. Some children have finished the year early therefore the
number of children has been quite low.
Over the past weeks we have participated in Christmas
activities which are loved by everyone, especially making
Christmas crafts.
As the weather has been up and down lately outside time has
had to change. There were a few days we couldn’t get outside
at all as there was either rain or smoke around. As we are
coming to the end of term, concentration and focus are a bit
low and outdoor play has been a great way to release some
energy. Outside we have set up water play, dress ups, puzzles
and painting. The children have been interested in watering
gardens and planting new plants for next year.
Ruby Room staff are so proud of how much the young children
have grown and we cannot wait to see most of you back next
year. Sadly we have said goodbye to some families that won’t
be returning next year but we wish them well.
From all the Ruby Room Staff we would like to wish all families
a very Merry Christmas and a positive new year.
Regards,
Ruby Room Staff
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Cycle 1 News
From the Amethyst and Emerald Rooms
Our last visit to the Beechworth Residential Care facility for the year
was wonderful. The children walked through the doors of Stringybark
and were greeted by Santa sitting in a chair. This set an air of joy and
celebration. They were impressed and excited by the amazing
Christmas decorations.
We began our time together by presenting the residents of
Stringybark and Acacia with the beautiful bunting the children have
worked hard to make this term. The friendship flags were unravelled
and admired by everyone. Then we all come together to do our
activities, this week we focused on making various Christmas
decorations. The room was full and the atmosphere was so happy, the
children and residents were working together with such love, care and
respect. One by one the children went with a carer to deliver a card
and present to the residents.
The smiles that the children put on the faces of the residents each visit
is remarkable. We are so proud of the Intergenerational Learning
Program and look forward to continuing it, possibly on a weekly basis,
next year.
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Whole School News
Social Enterprise

Lost Bag

What a fine effort from our Year 6 Social Enterprise
students who collectively raised over $2000 for various
causes this year – Yuendumu Community School,
Melbourne Royal Children’s Hospital, Borneo Orangutan
Survival, Women in Drought, Dress for Success, One
Sight, Unicef (Children in Yemen). This team of students
worked so well together being collaborative, sharing
ideas with each other, and receiving feedback through
being kind, specific and helpful to improve ideas.

Have you seen this much loved bag? It is greatly missed
by its owner. If you happen to find it please return it to
the office so we can re-unite it with its owner.

Cycle 3 Plant Sale – Thursday 12th and Friday 13th
There has been lots of plant propagation happening in
our gardening sessions lately – herb cuttings, tomato
seed raising and alpine strawberry runner establishment
to name a few!
On the final Thursday and Friday of term you will see the
cute green things out the front of school, available for a
gold coin donation (all proceeds go back into the garden
program). There will be mint, Vietnamese mint, lemon
balm, thyme, alpine strawberry and various tomato
varieties on offer.
Cycle 3 gardeners

Youth Ambassador
Hi, my name is Ruby and I was the youth ambassador for
2019. This experience was incredible and I would
recommend trying it out if you are a year 5 next year. The
thing I enjoyed most was meeting new people and
meeting Jenny O’Connor. I would love to be involved in
some of the Indigo Shire events in future. Thank you to
everyone for supporting me through the miraculous
journey.
Ruby

Walk to School Prize
As part of the Walk to School campaign that was held this
term our school were the lucky winners of a family fun
fitness event to be delivered by Beechworth Fitness.
We will plan to run the event in term 1 next year. Part of
the prize also includes catering to the value of $500. This
should be a great way to kick of the new school year.

Lost Property
Please ask your child to check the lost property table in
the Cycle 2 hallway for any missing belongings. There are
lots of different items ranging from odd shoes, socks,
jumpers, hats and books.
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Year 6 Graduation Photos
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