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Term1
30" Jang 4™ Apr
9 week, 2 days

1 public holiday, Labour Day
1 pupil free day, Restorative Practice Training Day 2/2

To Be Confirmed
Cycle and room excursions if conducted and other events if the nq
arises

March

19" Wednesday; BBQ 5pm & AGM 6.30pm

215 Fridayg World Harmony Day

24" ¢ April 39 ¢ Cycle 2&3 Parent teacher interviews

April

3 Thursday; P& Community Breakfast (time to be confirmed)
4% Fridayg End of term 2.15 finish
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220 April ¢ 27" June
10 weeks
2 public holidayg! b %! / 51 & X
1 pupil free day, Report Writing
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Family BBQ

Commencesfrom 5pm tonight at the front of the
school Catered meat, vege option if ordered and
bread.

BYO chair and drinksatad or dessert to share.

AGM commences at 6.30pimfinancialsyeports from
President and Principal, election othe new
Committee of Management.

From the Principal

Thanks to thg@arents who are prepared todtp create

an active community of parents and friends by
organising social and fundraising evenart of a
schoo® reputation and public perception (and
feedback via the LEAD surveys last yeaBased on
the d¢sociaf side and this needs to be driven by the
parents and align with the vision and valuestlo¢
school. Whilst many of our staff are parents, staff are
not expected to drive social events but do offer
opportunity for parentsto engage in their chid
educationg this will always be in a manner and a
time that works best for the children, staff and the
school as an organisatiand aligns with Montessori
philosophy Understandably in these instance we
have legal obligations to ne¢and we are very mindful

of this as there is no room for breaching compliancéoday® educational climate.

Parent and Friend activities andents however fall under insurance requirements rather than educational compliance
so there ismore room for a broader range of interactioddany of you would not be aware that this is where | started

my Montessori journey, for several years | eordinated fundraising events, working bees (including cooking eggs an
bacon in the snow), organised sociakats andhelped out in the classrooms in the eadgys. If you have some time
and energy and can help build a vibrambsitiveand engaged P&F community then please come on board. Who know
¢ maybeit will lead you emewhere else in the Montessatucational community?

Kind regards
Heather

P&F News

If Loadsof Clothes Market is to run this year (either in the format used previously OR a new version) planning need
start asap. If gu are interested in helping OR have ideas ow litacan run,OR just want to know more about what LOC
market isplease let Heather know and a meeting of interested people wibdteup. There have been enquiries from
potential sellers. IF it doe€@run the clothes racks and equipment used in the sale will be sold aigleage sakein

term 2.
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Hi all

Thanks again to those of you who came along to ouf R&etings last month and those of you who indicated that you
couldn't make it but were keen to be kept in the loop as to our planned activities this year and where you might be
to help out.

We have a couple of events coming up very quickly, namely a lemonade stall at this Saturday's Bakery Carnival, ar
Community Pancake Breakfast at school (confirmed for Thursday April 4th) and a float astdreMFarade on the last
Saturday of the school holidays. If you can help out with any of these please let me know ASAP: specifically, | nee
helpers in the lead up and on the day of the breakfast, and we really need to create a swell of sufguoitiésrto turn

up and walk down the street for the Easter paradéart spreading the enthusiasm!

Another event that is not on this list but has arisen as an opportunity since our meeting is the chance for Bluearth tc
a fun session for all farék (kids and their parents) after school one evening in the second week of term 2, followed
shared BYO picnic dinner, for a gold coin donation. This shouldn't require too much input but again, support by co
along would be fantastic.

We'll have firther meeting early in term 2, lookout in the newsletter or in your email.

CheersChristieRoddaon behalf of theP&F team

A review of the P&F meeting
GeneralDiscussion
Thegeneralconsensusvasthat this yearwe would like to havemore socialevents.Thiswill then hopefullyleadto more
interestin P&Fandthe formation of an actualP&Fgroup. Themainreasonfor the meetingwasto producea potential
list of eventsthat thoseat the meetingwould be willing to drive throughoutthe year. Anyfundraishg eventsshouldbe
purposedrivene.g. Term4 breakfastraisedfundsfor the carpetin Cycle2.
2014Potential Events
LemonadeStall
Date:SaturdayMarch 22 BeechworthBakeryCampStCarnival
Coordinator:LouiseRitchieviaLanieat the Bakery
Helpers:kennyPena(on the day),more requiredfor setupand packup
Notes:
w Jade will supply commercial juicer and table
w Lemon and mint donations to be requested via newsletter in the lead up
w Lou will make up sugar syrup day prior
w Lou has ice chest which can justtopped up from supermarket as required through the day
Breakfast
Oneto be heldeachterm. Allagreedthat the breakfastwere awonderfulsocialevent.
Date:Currentlybeingorganised
TERML Coordinator:ChristieRodda
HelpersKerrieRiddochcleanup, needmore
Pancakesvorkedwell
Easter Parade
Date:April 18/19
Lookingfor a coordinator¢ Katmaybe ableto comeup with a songthat islearntin class.Thereis abannerin the
storeroomthat canbe used.
Loads of Clothes
Date sometimein winter
At presentthere are limited offers of help. Thisneedsa largeteamto coordinateor a different method of operatione.g
haveindividualstalls Seeinfo in this newsletter.
Long Table Lunch
Date:Autumn
Location:Cycle?2/3 playground
Sociabatheringfor all parentsand children.Imagire longtablesunderthe trees,linentable clothes,wine, goodfood,
goocompany.May be ableto useone of Nicol&lambs,5 peopleto bringa salad,Louprovide bread.Jadehastable



clothesand crockery Alsothinking of hiring numberof localbabysitersto entertainthe childrenbut needto checkthe
legalityof this.
Patch to Patch and Montessori Spring Fair
Date:November
w Running in conjunction with Patch to Patch at last years location (railway station), Montessori would organis
spring fairwithY' I NJ SG adl ft akOF NJ 6220 alfSakaSSRtAy3a &l f
w Teachers last year were keen to raise seedlings within the classrooms however the move made this logistic:
difficult. See if teachers are keen this year as this would be adaofandraiser and learning experience.
Hampers
Date:prior to Christmas
Coordinator:.Jade
Sameaslastyearbut contentscanbe madein the schoolclassroomasa social/purposefufettogether. Puttingthem
togethercanalsobe donein the samefashion
Toy Catalogues
Alwaysgetsa substantialcredit from the toy companiego aidin schoolpurchasesTobe continuedagainthis year.
Scouts Raffle
Limitedwork with substantialreturn. Canbe coordinatedby one person.Tobe continuedagainthis year.

Wanted

Repeatinformation

Cycle 2& children are commencing preparations of the grounds for the delivery of topsoil and the planting of grass se
We are now seeking access to a truck so that we can move the donated topsoil to the school and the children can
level the areas and plaseed. We have access to a tractor and bucket to load the togsdikven driversg but we need

a truck. If you have access or can point us in the right direction, please speak with a Cycle 2 or 3 Director, Heather
the office staff know. Alternatily we could organise a conyof utes/trailers¢ again, let us know if you can help out.
The children are very keen to commence works.

Thanks for the donations of booster segtae now have a full supply as requested.

General News

Harmony Day
Harmony Day will be celebrated on Friday March'.2Cultural awareness is an important pat the Montessori

curriculum. Children are naturally drawn to know more about others and by studying different cultures they learn
appreciate the differences in people, their beliefs, customs and social behaviours. These understandings give relev
to the study of history, geography and peace. To promote a sense of cultural awareness the school participate
International Harmony Day on March®24s an annual event. This year we will havésding musician Woody Clark who
will work with the childen in all rooms. Each room will have a time and plan for parents to attend and Cycles will adv
of their plans through emails, the newsletter or a handout.

Parent Teacher Interviewg Cycle 2&3 only

Information has been sent home via parent pockets and Jask? newsletter regarding parent teacher interviews.
Timescan be made by filling in the sheet located in the waiting area, contacting the school via email orlptesuEws
commence next week.

RubyRoom News

There are onld more weeks of term leftandas/ Q4 A G Ft 26y o0&H

Harmony dayis this Friday 21March. The transition children attending on Friday morning wiljiven an opportunity
with the Gycle 1 children to learn a dance and songwifoady, our guest musician and thgde 3 children. Parents are
welcome to come along and watch beginning atODhm until 1145am in the Early Years courtyard. Your child is
welcome to dress up in a national costume or dress from another counmtiywear orangeo celebiate World Harmony
Day

Last Thursday int@ots there were a lot of plants transplanted in the new playground at the south end of the building
Mums and tots were very keen and the raifter it was all donavas very timely too. Thank you everyone!
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with the accompanyingmsell and tasteWe also made popcorn in one of the ASC afternoonsia@alder children had

a similar delightful experience.

Planting is still on the agenda for all sessionRuty room. Small seedsylbs and more plants need to go in to the
ground am pots.

We will be experimenting with some of the recipes in the sugarless cadkinat is on the library boakelf If you find
a recipe you like you are welcome to photocopy it.

We will be looking at the beautiful colours of Autumn and experimentirily edllages.

Ourpref 2 3SR &gl LJ FyR 32 OKAfRNByQa Oft20KAy3I Aa (GKSNB
your child. If you would like to drop clothing no longer needed you are welcome to place it in the baskets just hext to
snack table. —r : -

We hope you arenjoying the turn of the season.
Kind regardsMichaela, Mel and Lisa

Cyclel News

Visual Arts

We have recently received the parent comments from last @eainder parent
surveys. One commahemethat arose was parentwanting more opportunity
for creativity. This newsletter will outline the Montessori Visual Arts curricult

Artistic expression was considered by Dr Montessori to be one of |
fundamental needs of humans. In particular, she encouraged children to d 4
She felt that if children have fine motor control of the hand, learned through {
exercises of practical lifeeombined with trained skills in perception, learne
through the exercises of the senses, they would be able to create visual art
of a high quality.

Dr Montessori (1965/1918: 286) observed that during periods of creative drawing and desigrhildmdéncconcentrate
WRSSLX & YR gK2ffeQ 6AGK GKSANI WSYGANB AyaSttsSod I

To confer the gift of drawing, we must create arealiat sees, a hand that obeys soul that feels; and in this task the
whole of life must cooperate (Montessori 1965/1918: 289).

Art appreciation is also an important aspect of Montessori early childhood settings. By looking at the artworks of oth
children learn that it is possible to create different and unique workdenvhsing knowledge, skill and techniques
developed by others.

Art is integrated into the Montessori approach in ways that include the following:

wthe exercises of practical life and the senses are extended into a range of self expression actohitdiagiwork with
clay, collage, chalk, paint, charcoal, crayon, oil pastel, cutting, soft wire, weaving and printing

wwritten language work, including creative writing and poetry, is illustrated by the children.

Inthe/ KA f R NXB ¢riaativitle2ndiid& drawing, painting, design work, collage, printing, flower airgpgewing
and handiwork, modéng with clay, colour mixing, art appreciation cards, wall pictures, and stories.

Techniques and processes for using different media are shown thittgen in discrete activities presented individually
or in small groups. All the materials for each activity are kept together, and children are free to choose the activity,
explore the media, and processes involved, independently. There shouldyboviee a limited amount of art available
at any given time. Two, or at the most, three different kinds of media at a time are sufficient.



Activities include:

- extending skills gained in exercisespoédctical lifee.g. how to hold a
paint brush, how toclean up, how to hang up painting to dry, how ft
hold a pencil
- extending understanding of colour and shape gaineskercises of the
sense®.g.colour boxesgeometry cabinetbotany cabinet
- extending design work witmetal insets

- illustrating and decorating class work

- arranging flowers

- drawing in a variety of media e.g. pencil, crayon

- painting in a variety of media e.g. water colour, acrylic
- making collage

- printing in a variety of media

- sewing and handiwork

- modelingin a variety of media e.g. clay, papier maché.

As you can see from the informati@bove, ceative art in a Montessori
environment is much more than craft.

If you would like to
disciss this further
please talk with
Lynda or Tameeka.







Parent teachermterviews

Cycle 2 and Cycle 3 are conducting parent teacher interviews over the next two weeks. Cycle kpahentihterviews

will be held at the end of term 2 and again at the end of term 4. This decision was based on the number of fam
requesting interviews at the beginning of term 3 last year. It indicated to us a need for families to have a formsilogiscus
2F GKSANI OKAf RQa LINRPINBaa 4 GKS YARRES FyR SyR 27

it means we have report writing and parent teacher interviews at the same time, but believe it is the best timing f
familiesof our young @cle 1 children as parents are considering issues sushha®l| readiness and hours ofdle 1
attendance at these specific times of year

Families velcome in classrooms

We know and respect that children want to share their work with thanifies. We welcome all families into the room,
we simpy ask for families to let theifector know that their child has invited them into the roguve like to minimize
the presence of adults at any one timamd to be very mindful thatitisth@ KA f RNBYy Q& NR2Y®

Drop off andpick up

For the care and safety of all children we ask that childreter andexit the courtyard with the adult whés signing
themin andout. Please do not let a child exitrbugh the door without their parent/carer, weave a responsibility to
ensure all children leave our service safafyl have had examples of children in the carpark unattended whilst parents
are still inside the school building

We also have a legal obligation to remind families that it is an offemé=ave children in a car unattended. There have
been occasions where families help each other out if there is a sleeping baby/child in the car, by one jp&isgrup
a few children. We dsupport these situationsef the community working together

Working bee
A working bee is scheduled fitre G/cle 1 playground o8unday 30 March, 8am to 1pmAll are welcome (but no dogs)
to helpon the projects planned fal KS OKAf RNBy Qa 2dziR22NJ SYZJANRBYYSy (o

Harmony day
This Friday 21 March we will b

celebrating Harmony Day with ar Yackandandah Circus - Starting in Term 2
interactive performance by musiciar

Woody Clark. Cycle 1 classes will jc International circus artists Xavier and Zoe Pinard are pleased to
with the Transition program andyCle announce the start of Circus Classes in Yackandandah.

3 students for this event which will be With 25 years experience as artists and 10 years experience as
held in the early years courtyard fron teachers (including as master trainer at the Flying fruit fly circus),we
11-11.45. You are very welce to are aiming to deliver an exciting and varied circus training program.
join us.Students will be finish sessio Through skills such as tumbling, handstands, juggling or pyramids,

or have usual lunch arrangements your child will develop core strength, balance and agility.

We are looking at running classes on Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Tameeka, Lynda, Melissa, Wiggy, Lis with a maximum number of 14 students per class.

Geraldine, Zoe
The exact times are to be confirmed, they may look as follows:

Community News

Adults Classes (Wednesday only) - 10am till 11.am
Tiny tots Classes (2yrs - 4yrs) -245-330
Primary aged children (1st session) - 345l 4.45
Primary aged children (2nd session) -4 .50 till 5.50

Cost for Adults and Tiny tots - $130 per term

Cost for primary aged children - $150 per term. (5% off for first
sibling, 10% off for second or more siblings)

If you wish to secure a place please email us at:
Xavierzog@mac.com
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Like to Run or Walk the Fuun lRuun??e?

t's that time again.... BeeChworth Fun Run gets bigger and better each year as
word gets out about what a Sreadt event It is...

The 10ki1 event is 2 very scenic and diverse route through the wonderful bushland gorge,
the strests of Beechworth historic town, past Lake Samball and finally through the golf
course. All this is on mostly bitumen, 2 small bit of flat gravel and tracks through the golf
course. The course iz a zood challengs for very experienced runners but alss just a lovely

wralk for those who are not so fit. The run is also part of the MNorth East Runners Seriss.

The 3km run sess people who are starting out on their fithess climb, lots of families, prams
the 3km event. (2 adults and 2 children-
pes are individually timed.

and dogs participating. Family entry is only §
only one timing bib per family). All other ticket ty

Cash Prizes of over 52,000 and heaps of spot prizes on the dav thanks to our local sponsaors!

The event, held on Easter Saturday 19% April, is run by the Beechworth Secondary
Cellege and is our major fundraiser being part of the town's Golden Horseshos Festival.

The race will start at 9am from the Beechworth Secondary College
in Balaclava Road.

Interested runners and walkers can go to the Beechworth Fun Run website to register online
www.beechworthfunrun.com.au
Fegistrations will be accepted on the day from 7.Mam to 8.30am
and there will be a BB} breakfast and coffee van available 2lso from 7.302m.

For queries contact the Race Coordinator on 03 57251264




