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“Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.”
Maria Montessori

A year calendar of events was distributed at the start of the year.
This section includes those events and any updates.

Term 4
6th

October – 17th December

10½ weeks
1 public holiday – Melbourne Cup 4th November
1 pupil free day – Report Writing 3rd November
October
10th Friday – Gum Tree Pies fundraiser delivery 12 noon & 3.15pm
pick up
11&12 Sat & Sunday – Loads of Clothes Market – Memorial Hall
13th – 17th Mon – Fri – School photos taken
20th Monday – Cycle 2&3 Book Week costume day
November
3rd Monday – Report Writing Day – pupil free day
4th Tuesday – Melbourne Cup Day – school closed, public holiday
10th – 14th – Mon – Fri – Cycle 3 Camp Canberra
11th Tuesday – Remembrance Day 11am
10th Mon – 14th Fri – Cycle 1 Prep Parent Teacher Interviews.
17th Mon – 21st Fri – Cycle 1 Kinder Parent Teacher Interviews.
18th Tuesday – Instrumental student performance evening at Old
Priory 7.30pm
26th Wednesday – Grandparents Day Cycle 1 10-11am, Cycle 2&3
1.30-2.30pm
28th Friday evening – Graduation Dinner for Grade 6 children and
parents.

From the Principal
I spent a wonderful two weeks in NW WA where we
reconnected with family and friends and experienced
marine life in abundance. Winter always takes its toll on
me so I’ve replenished by Vit D levels and look forward
to Term 4 which is traditionally a very busy and quick
term. Whilst we finalising the current year,
administratively we are already well under way in our
preparations for 2015. Have a look at the diary dates
included in the newsletter and if any events are of
interest to you, jot them into your diary and we hope to
see you in attendance. As usual, more items may be
added as they arise – particularly P&F events.
Do you discuss the information in the newsletter with
your children? Does your child read the newsletter at
home or school? A copy is placed in each classroom for
children to access or the teacher to share the news but
it would be a great opportunity to share with your child
if you could either read it together at home or at least
discuss the items; particularly diary dates, upcoming
events and classroom news. If you don’t receive a
printed copy and would like to in future, please let us
know in the office.

This year we will be changing the format of our end of
year celebrations. Instead of one end of year concert and
graduation ceremony at the end of the year we will now
December
nd
hold two events. The Graduation Dinner will be held late
2 Tuesday 2014 School Concert – Memorial Hall. 1.15pm
th
November for graduating students, their parents and
10 Wednesday – Volunteer Afternoon Tea 1.30-2.30pm
th
staff. This will be organised by the students (involving
12 Friday – Reports distributed
17th Wednesday Last day for students, end of Term 4, 3.15pm finish
the grade 5 students preparing the food and
environment) and staff and be held at the school on a
More dates to be added throughout the term.
Friday evening. Students will present speeches to the
Keep checking this section to stay informed
attendees and be presented with their farewell
momentos. The 2014 School Concert, celebrating the
year with performances by students and directed by the Music Director Conrad Forrer and staff, will be held on Tuesday
December 2nd at 1.15pm at Beechworth Memorial Hall. The P&F are planning a separate family event; more details to
come. Please mark these dates in your diaries if they are relevant to you.
Kind regards, Heather
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General News
Walk to School this October
We are excited to be taking part in
VicHealth’s Walk to School from 6-31
October.
Walk to School encourages primary
school students to walk to and from
school every day in October to highlight
the ways walking improves children’s
health and wellbeing. Walking to school is
a great way to help kids achieve the
recommended 60 minutes of physical
activity each day.
We’ll be encouraging families and
students to walk to and from school as
often as possible during October to help
students learn healthy habits for life.
Staff and students will be encouraged to
think of ways in which they would like to
engage with this initiative within each
classroom. We’ll be providing parents
with an ‘Information sheet for parents
and guardians’ with all the information
you’ll need about Walk to School. You can
also visit the Walk to School website for
more
information:
www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
Not sure how to get started?
There are lots of ways families can get
involved. You might like to:
 walk with your child to and from school and enjoy the chance to talk, help your child learn road safety skills, and
get to know the local neighbourhood together
 arrange for your child to walk with other families or friends, giving them time to socialise and share their journey
 drive part of the way to school and walk the rest, particularly if you live a long way from school, or have limited
time
 mix it up – if your child enjoys riding their bike or scooter, that’s great too!
If you’d like more information, or you’ve got an idea for Walk to School 2014, then please contact me via the school .
Helen Sellar 0427 283 221
Cycle 2 & 3 book week costume day!
On Monday 20th October the Cycle 2 and 3 students are having a book week costume day. It is a gold coin donation.
Please dress up as your favourite book character. Tell you class about your character and bring your book to school. We
are fundraising for Indigo Shire Junior council bird nest boxes, and for Arturo island long drop toilets.
Thanks Eadie and Alex
Dogs at the front entrance to the school
It would be appreciated if people could tie up dogs away from the front entrance to the building when dropping off and
collecting children. We have had several parent requests and comments over concerns they have. Many children are
intimidated by barking dogs and we encourage children in our pet education programs not to touch an unattended dog.
We understand that not all dogs are barkers or dangerous however your assistance would be appreciated.
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Trivia Night
Hi I am Indigo from Cycle 3 in Topaz. I am hosting a trivia night on Friday 7th November at the Beechworth Neighbourhood
Centre for parents of students in Cycle 2 and 3. The theme will be the Montessori learning curriculum so come along and
find out what your children do all day!!!! Hope to see you there, from Indigo. P.S. More info coming your way soon!!!!!

P&F News
The Beechworth Loads of Clothes Market is THIS WEEKEND. Are you coming??
This is a major fundraiser for Beechworth Montessori and lots of families are pitching in to help.
We are still looking for clothes racks to borrow and helpers to sort and hang clothes on Thursday evening 6-8pm and
Friday morning 7-11am, also someone with a ute or trailer to help bump out on Sunday 3-4pm and a couple of people to
help unload. Please contact Anne Stelling if you can help 0428 565 195 or astelling1@dodo.com.au.
Don’t forget to come shopping this weekend at the Loads of Clothes Market. Be sure to bring your own shopping bags.
Thanks to the volunteers and supporters …. It’s been great to spread the organisational load over so many people.
LOC Team

Cycle 2 News
Moonstone
Moonstone welcomes Matilda Reeves and transitioning students Luca Mallamace, Spencer Colson and Tilly Ryan.
What’s on this term in the classroom During our study of Africa we are focussing on note-taking and research skills to
develop and strengthen writing skills. We will investigate matter through a variety of experiments and learn to follow,
record and write procedural texts. Art shall take us on a journey through the amazing world of geometry culminating in
the creation of an African inspired mask. The cooking theme reflects the spices and flavours of Africa. Welcome back
Sally.
Returning readers Please support your child to return their reader each week. Our new readers are in sets of 4 so that
we can work with small reading groups to maximise student learning by creating peer discussion while learning specific
comprehension strategies. Therefore we appreciate the regular return of readers.
Grace and courtesy in our classroom encompasses the world of manners while eating. We actively encourage good
eating habits and good manners. Students are reminded to sit on bottoms on chairs to eat, remain seated while eating,
eat over a plate to catch the crumbs, take time to enjoy all their food in their lunchbox and more. You can also remind
your children at home that good manners are part of how we enjoy participating in society.
NEWSFLASH
Did you know that the newest country in the world is in Africa? South Sudan officially the Republic of South Sudan, in
north eastern Africa gained its independence from Sudan in 2011. Its current capital is Juba. The consequences of this
fact have had significant ramifications in our classroom. Every book we have in our classroom and borrowed from the
library about Africa is out of date. Africa has 54 countries (not 53). Sudan is not the largest country in Africa, Algeria is.
Susi & Sally

Turquoise
This term the children will focus on the continent of Asia. They will follow their own areas of interest be it zoology,
geography or cultural studies, or all three. Children are encouraged to report their findings back to the class so everyone
may benefit from their research. Art will also have an Asian focus, primarily looking at Japanese art for the term. The
Asian theme will continue in the cooking program preparing and sampling delights from across Asia. The children will
also be involved in a series of lesson on the states of matter. Once again learning how to write scientific reports, and
observe experiments carefully.
This term’s timetables remains the same as term three. That is - group lessons on Monday and Wednesday afternoons
so it’s best to avoid planned absences at these times where possible, music on Tuesday, sport and Italian on Fridays and
Bluearth every second Thursday commencing this week.
Karen & Sonia
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Cycle 3 News
Upper Hume Division Athletics
This Friday the 10th Fred, Eadie, Uli, Akeidha and Tas are all competing in the Upper Hume Division Athletics in Wodonga.
Good luck everyone!

Tigereye
Tigereye Newsletter Week 1 Term 4 2014
Welcome to Term 4! Hope everyone had a really restful holiday. I certainly feel very refreshed and relaxed after a
lovely family holiday to Queensland. It’s going to be a busy (but very fun!) term with Camp, Graduation and our Talent
night.
Red Room Poetry
Last term students wrote poems about an object that was special to them. Some students then entered the ‘Red Room
poetry competition’ and their poems have been published on the Red Room Poetry website. You can check them out
at
http://redroomcompany.org/poetry-object/poems/.
Please note that Charlotte Holden’s poem and Issy’s poem
are wrongly labelled as teacher poems!
Science Expo
We ran our Science Expo in the last week of Term 3 and it
seems that all the students and parents who attended really
enjoyed the experience. I loved looking around the
classroom and seeing the Tigereye students enthusiastically
explaining their projects to students from Cycle 1 & 2 as well
as to Topaz students and parents. Some students are keen
to do another science project this term because they
enjoyed it so much.
Kat

4

Topaz
Welcome back, it’s great to see so many rested and healthy students return after what sounds like very adventurous
holidays! We are now at the busy end of the year with many plans being made for school camp, a student lead trivia
night and of course, graduation.
Graduation will take place at the school on Friday, November 28th, with more details sent home closer to the date. We
have eight graduating students this year; Jackson Haw, Stephanie Holden, Elias Haebich, Liam McMullen, Francis Duncan,
Tas Kearney, Indigo Walker Stelling and Finbar Moody. Some of these students I had the pleasure of directing when I
taught in Cycle 1 and have watched them progress from shy 3 year-olds to confident 11 and 12 year-olds.
Our focus this term in Topaz is choosing work from a wider variety of subject areas, from Geography, History, Science,
Geology, Zoology, Botany, and Human Physiology. We have likened making wider choices to our body’s nutritional needs
for eating a wider variety of fruit and vegetables. Our brain needs variety to keep us focused and engaged!
Some of our older students are researching Australian History and creating a time-line of our Prime Ministers. Other
students are researching how Ancient Civilizations catered for the fundamental needs of their citizens. Our younger
students are working in Zoology researching the basic, individual and habitat needs of their chosen animals.
Pencil Cases: Can parents check their children have pencils, erasers, scissors and a glue stick as many students have been
borrowing and sometimes not returning, items from each other. This causes many disruptions in our room!
Terie

Community News
MILO Cricket
All 8 to 10 year olds!
Beechworth Cricket Club has entered 2 sides to play in a 10 week programme against the Valley
clubs, eight per side.
The first two weeks we play ourselves to learn the game format at Beechworth Primary and
then after that we travel to Dederang for the first carnival game.
Friday nights 5.15pm start , cost $99 including shirt and club cap, first night 07/11/2014
Beechworth Primary. Cricket Victoria run event.
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