TUESDAY 29th OCTOBER 2019 - Term 4 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
In my travels around the school this week, I reflect how our Montessori classrooms
are incredibly unique educational environments. I observe students actively
engaged in multi-age learning that values choice, concentration, collaboration,
community, curiosity, independent learning and real-world application.
I am taken by the variety of project-based learning ranging in levels of difficulty
and running simultaneously. The whole school production is in full-swing - STEAM
education in action (STEAM = science, technology, engineering, art and maths).
Students are;
 Making costumes and designing sets - art, engineering and maths
 Experimenting with lighting and sound - technology
 Filming for video clips – technology
 Using real tools, measuring, cutting, making their own parts and pieces,
working to scale, learning the value of trial and error.
While in class, lessons tick along, simple machines are constructed – engineering,
flowers are dissected in botany – science, algebra is explored - maths, silver beet
harvested and Cycle 1 children learn printmaking - art … the list goes on. This
snapshot illustrates the richness, the beauty and the complexity of education at
Beechworth Montessori.
A special thank you to the parents and the Cycle 3 team of teachers and assistants
who are leading the whole school through the journey of producing a
Shakespearean performance. Thank you Danielle Bell (drama teacher), Susan Reid
(costume designer) and Elroy Bos (acting workshop), for sharing their skills and
talent with our students, and Randy Skippen for last minute technical advice and
installation.
As well thank you to parents Tania Sutton (artist) for teaching printmaking to Cycle
1, and Quentin Pfahlert for playing footy and cricket at lunchtime with our students
who love sport, Nikki Munroe and Juliet Plowman for tending to the front garden
and to all our regular classroom helpers. We are incredibly fortunate to be able to
share so many skills with our students.
This Saturday, Social Enterprise students will be trading a variety of handmade
products for a range of social causes at the Beechworth Farmer’s Market (8am –
11am). Students have been busy making all sorts of great products from cloth bags,
scrunchies, decorated hair clips, succulent pots, inspirational art and tie dye
children’s clothing, all to raise funds for their chosen social causes. You are
welcome to call in and stop for a chat.
Looking forward to seeing you all this Friday at “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
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What’s on this term
Whole School Production Fri 1
November 5.30-6.30pm
MELBOURNE CUP - PUPIL FREE
DAY Tues 5 November
Be as Colourful as You Can
Dress Up Day & Working Bee
Fri 8 November
Italian Day Mon 11 November
Planetarium Incursion
Tues 12 November
Social Enterprise School Award
Ceremony Fri 15 November
REPORT WRITING – PUPIL FREE
DAY Monday 18 November
Movie Night Fri 22 November
Peter’s Students Piano Recital
Wed 27 November
Amber’s Students Piano Recital
Sat 30 November
Year 6 Graduation Fri 6
December (2.15pm Assembly,
5.30pm Dinner)
Term 4 ends Fri 13 December,
3.15pm finish

Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
It has been a very busy start to Term 4 and it is hard to believe that we are into Week
4 already. Just some of the things that Cycle 2 have been up to:
 rehearsing our dances for the end of year concert
 making costumes with the help of some Cycle 3 students
 studying the role of flowers and collecting and dissecting samples
 learning about maps and compasses including making compass roses as an
art activity
We are looking forward to a productive and fun last six weeks of the school year.
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Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye Room
It’s wonderful to be back after a term away and to see
everyone! I am feeling very rested and refreshed after
some quality time in the Queensland sun and sea. What
a truly remarkable country we have, with so many
different environments and such wide open spaces up
there in the northwest! A big thank you to Martina, who
kept everything going along so well in my absence- I have
been enjoying seeing what all the students have been up
to.
The year sixes have been busy writing and illustrating
their children’s books and they should be hot off the
press any day now. This has been quite a process with
developing the story plus coming up with the illustrations
for every page. Thank you to Alison, who has helped the
students understand this process as well as teaching the
year sixes various other lessons in language and
geometry in term 3.
Since the start of term there have been all kinds of
lessons and interesting projects happening however our
big focus at the moment has been the production and
there has been a buzz of activity with prop making,
costume making, practising lines and publicity. It is
terrific to see the children so involved in all aspects of the
play and watching them work with such focus as a
community.
Our puberty education program has begun and although
there were the inevitable giggles and raised eyebrows
with some of the topics, the year fives and sixes were
really positive in these sessions and had a go at all the
activities. Some activities in week 3 were writing down
the names of all the body parts we know (internal and
external) and labeling the female and male reproductive
systems.
As a class, a few afternoons a week we try to get outside
and do some physical activity. Lately, we have been
enjoying whole class skipping with the big ropesometimes just for fun and sometimes we do it as we
chant the times tables.
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Cycle 3 News
Production Preparation
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Whole School News
Coffee Morning and Mini Working Bee

“Be As Colourful As You Can” Dress Up Day
th

Our next coffee morning will be held on Friday 8
November. On this date we will also be running a mini
working bee from 8.30 – 9.30am. If you would like to
help do some weeding in the front garden whilst enjoying
a coffee please bring along your gardening gloves, a
weeding tool and secateurs. Hopefully with a few
helping hands we can clean up the garden before the
ground becomes too hard!

Redgum Book Club
The Redgum book club catalogues are now available only
in digital format. To view the catalogue and place an
order go to www.redgumbookclub.com.au. You can
place an order from the current catalogue by 4
November. Orders will be delivered to school by 22
November.

Want to go crazy at school? Come and join us on Friday
8th Nov for some fun!!! For a $2 donation you can dress
up colorfully so I can raise money for the Reef
Restoration Foundation. I am also going to be launching
a guess the amount of jelly beans in a jar on the same
day. The jelly beans will keep going for a couple of weeks.
$2.00 a guess per person. And if you win you can keep
them all!!
The Reef Restoration Foundation established a pilot
ocean-based coral nursery to regenerate coral reefs on
the Great Barrier Reef at Fitzroy Island, near Cairns.
Cuttings of corals that survived the two recent bleaching
events were harvested from nearby reefs and attached
to 10 coral tree frames, which accelerates the growth of
the corals. Any questions? Ask Ruby in Tigereye.
Ruby

Movie Night
Rosie in Topaz is running another movie night for her
Social Enterprise cause, farmers in drought. The movie
screening is “The Secret Life of Pets” and will be held in
the School hall on Friday November 22nd from 4.50pm.
More information is included in the flyer in the
Community Notices section of this newsletter.

Christmas Tree Worms
Hi, today we are talking about something that has been
on my mind, they’re called Christmas tree worms.
Christmas tree worms are unlike most worms, they live
in the ocean or the sea. The reason why they’re called
Christmas tree worms is because they look like little
Christmas trees. Christmas tree worms can live up to 30
years old but usually they live up to 10-20 years. They
live inside coral. They get inside by staying on the coral
for so long that the coral lets them in. Thank you for
reading.
Liana (Topaz)
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Whole School News Continued…
Barrowthon 2019
What a weekend this was! Beechworth Montessori School
signed up to the Barrowthon to push a (purple!) wheelbarrow
from Beechworth to the top of Mount Buffalo. We signed up
to raise money for Iama Migi Kaziw Madh; a Montessori
kindergarten in the Torres Strait. With a committed team of
students, staff, parents, grandparents and friends, we braved
Saturday’s wild and wooly weather to push the barrow to
Porepunkah. Our runners, riders, walkers and support crews
did an amazing job and we came in about 3 hours earlier than
anticipated. Sunday’s efforts were equally impressive with a
big 26km leg up Mount Buffalo. There were smiles all round
as we pushed that barrow over the finish line. Thanks to
everyone involved. We raised just short of $1000 and
demonstrated that our school community spirit is alive and
well!
Thanks,
Penny & Helen
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Whole School News Continued…

Youth Ambassadors visit to Black Barn Farm
Indigo Shire’s Youth Ambassadors headed to Black Barn Farm in Stanley this week to hang out with some geese and
chickens and learn a little bit about sustainable living. Youth Ambassadors from local primary schools got some fun handson experience by laying out straw in the chook pens, planting veggies and rolling up walls of the poly tunnels for the
greenhouse. They also learnt about food production and distribution,
and discussed ways in which small changes can make a big
environmental impact. Afterwards they tucked into a home cooked
lunch made from ingredients grown on-site and a glass of fresh cloudy
apple juice from the Black Barn Farm orchards. A big thank you to our
host, Jade Showers and her family, for their warm and generous
hospitality. Our Youth Ambassadors all learnt a lot and said it was “the
best day ever”.
(Ruby from Tigereye is a Youth Ambassador representing BMS.
Photo and story taken from Indigo Weekly Update Newsletter)

Beechworth Montessori graduate goes to State Tidy Town Awards
Cooper Roscouet, one of our 2018 graduates was recently a finalist
in the state Tidy Town Awards in the Young Leaders (under 25 years
old) category. He was the youngest individual finalist for his work
raising money for the Syrian refugees. Many of you will remember
his Friday coffee mornings at Beechworth Montessori over 2017
and 2018. Last weekend he went to Dimboola for the Victoria Tidy
Town Awards and his entry was Highly Commended. Beechworth
also won Tidy Town of the year!

Speed Limit on Gilchrist Avenue
Please be aware that the speed limit on Gilchrist Avenue is 20km per hour. We encourage you to be extra vigilant with
checking for children crossing the road and to stay within the speed limit. The speed limit indicates the maximum speed
allowed, not the speed you should necessarily travel at.

Assessment and Rating Visit
On Tuesday the 15thof October, Lois Carroll, an authorised officer from The Department of Education and Training visited
to undertake an assessment and rating of our early years service. As part of the assessment and rating visit, Lois observed
practice, sighted relevant documentation and engaged in discussions with Susi, Dean, Tameeka, and other staff members
as required. It will take a few weeks for us to receive our rating, however, Lois was very complimentary about our service.
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Community Notices
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INDIGO COUNCIL SWIMMING POOLS DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE
The use-by-date is coming up for the Beechworth Swimming Pool. Council needs to give their approval for this Plan at their
December meeting so that the next step can commence. This will include feasibility studies, looking at different options. At this
stage Council needs a ‘Yes’ to the Pools Development Plan from you and some ideas you may have for a new Aquatic Facility. More
detailed submissions will be called for in the future
SUBMISSIONS DUE 4 NOVEMBER 2019
Information on the Plan and section for online submissions can be found at:
https://www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/Have-your-say/Current-consultations/Swimming-Pools-Development-Plan
and on Beechworth Bathers Facebook or write to Indigo Shire Council, PO Box 28, Beechworth 3747
Beechworth Bathers are a group of passionate pool users and have a vision for a new Aquatic Facility which would operate year
round. This Facility would include an Indoor, heated, 25 metre 8 lane pool, hydrotherapy pool and toddlers pool. This Facility has the
potential to provide a wide range of activities not only for us locals but tourists as well. We look forward to working with all
Government bodies and the whole community to achieve good outcomes.
Further information or if you want to be on a database for updates please contact: beechworthbathers@gmail.com
Christine Stewart, Secretary, Beechworth Bathers
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