TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2019 - Term 3 Week 10

Newsletter
A Note from Admin
Bushfire Preparedness and Emergency Management Plans
Our school has been identified as being at high bushfire risk and is listed on the
Department of Education and Training (DET) Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR). This
means the school will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is
determined by the Bureau of Meteorology. Where possible, we will provide parents
with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and email.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival
Plan and on such days children should never be left at home or in the care of older
children.
The school’s Bushfire Management Plan also strongly advocates that parents make
informed choices about sending children to school on potential risk days that are
designated Extreme or Severe fire rated days (FRD). Our hall has been approved as
a Shelter in Place for all students and staff to take refuge in the event of a bushfire.
In Week 2 of this term, students and staff have practiced the drill moving to the hall
as a shelter in place.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2019 Term Dates:
Term 3 15 July – 20 September
Term 4 7 October – 13 December
2020 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 27 March
Term 2 14 April – 26 June
Term 3 13 July – 18 September
Term 4 5 October – 15 December
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What’s on this term
Term 3 ends Fri 20 September,
2.15pm finish

The Ruby Room program will be closed on Extreme or Severe fire rated days and
parents will be notified by email up to 24 hours in advance. If you have any
questions about the BARR please contact me by phone, email or at the office.

What’s on next term

Walk to School Month

Whole School Production Fri 1
November

Spring is here and it’s a lovely time of year to get active! From the first day of term
four until the 1st of November, our school will be participating in Victoria’s Walk to
School Month. During this time, we encourage your child to walk, ride or scoot to
school. Perhaps parents/guardians could accompany them, perhaps they could
form a group with fellow students and walk together or… you could drop them off
at the gazebo halfway up the Albert Road hill and allow them to finish the climb!

Remember this Friday is the
last day of term. School will
finish at 2.15pm. Enjoy the
school holidays.

MELBOURNE CUP - PUPIL FREE
DAY Tues 5 November
Italian Day Mon 11 November
Planetarium Incursion
Tues 12 November
Social Enterprise School Award
Ceremony Fri 15 November
REPORT WRITING – PUPIL FREE
DAY Monday 18 November
Year 6 Graduation Dinner
Fri 6 December
Term 4 ends Fri 13 December,
3.15pm finish
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
Reading is an important part of every child’s development.
There are many opportunities to read during our school
day. The children take part in regular reading groups
comprised of children from both Moonstone and
Turquoise. There is always an opportunity for quiet reading
time after lunch and throughout the day, and recently we
have been enjoying having Cycle 3 reading buddies join us
twice a week to read with some of the Cycle 2 children.
Please remember to read with your child at home
whenever possible to help foster a love of reading and
develop their literacy skills.
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Cycle 3 News
Beechworth Secondary College Students
Thank you to the high school students who came to visit.
There was much excitement to see familiar faces as well
as being introduced to new ones. They had plenty of
information, in short bursts, so it was not overwhelming.
The message in a nutshell was: high school is a change
but it is fine, and don’t worry about it!

District Athletics
What a great day out – full of running, jumping, hurdling
and throwing! Both at our own carnival at Mayday Hills
and at the district carnival in Albury, the children
participated in events, cheered each other on and had a
marvelous time being active and enjoying the outdoors.
Congratulations to those who made it through to the
next level of competition!

Father’s Day Night
It is lovely to see fathers bonding with children over a
shared interest. This is a calm, relaxing hour to spend in
the classroom and be guided by your child.

Peer Support Student Comments
“I developed lots of skills working with the children.”
Matilda
“Every session they just got crazy with excitement.”
Adelle
“They can be challenging sometimes, but they come up
with good ideas.” Rosie
“I enjoy working with the younger kids.” Haruko
“Children can be really challenging sometimes, but they
can also be really calm.” Violet
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“It was really fun seeing the kids learn. Towards the end,
they started to enjoy the sessions a lot.” Ruby C
“It was an unexpected journey, and one I wasn’t really
keen to do – leading a group is not really my thing – but
it had a good ending.” Louis
“The kids were stunning – but it was a bit unexciting for
us because nobody was ever silly or got into trouble!”
Kate
“I liked the kids in my group, but managing kids is a big
responsibility!” Eli
“I really enjoyed it, especially the last day, when we all
went crazy!” Georgie
Alison, Amber, Asha, Jaimee and Martina.

From the Topaz Room
In history this term, one group has been studying
decades of the twentieth century. We came across two
sets of books on this topic, so there’s plenty of material
to research, and for the more recent decades, I prepare
a Powerpoint to show the fashions, hairstyles, music and
other features, such as inventions. Usually the whole
class drifts over to watch, because decades from the 50s
on are just recent enough (although still history to them!)
to seem vaguely familiar. It’s a curious feeling to
recognise that the decades we grew up in are history to
the children!

initial pond on various locations, meeting other bacterial
friends along the way. There have also been some
hilarious comic strips on how the body is attacked and
defends itself from viruses, and the story of a dinosaur
who ended up fossilised in a peat bog. With a friend, Ben
Dean made a replica of all the fossil types, finding dead
insects to drop in peat, amber (toffee), ice and layers of
mud.
Some Y5 and 6 students have been studying genetics for
zoology. Rayne did a fascinating study of what her
freckle, dimple and widow’s peak chromosomes must be
by tracing her grandparents’ and parents’ traits, and then
extrapolating from that how likely it was that her
children would have these traits if the father had no
freckles, dimples and a straight hairline. Others did an
experiment to see chromosomes; after a short wait, they
were thrilled to see the white, stringy mass of
chromosomes appear in the test tube.
I found this schedule written on the blackboard
yesterday – it must be the end of term!

From the Tigereye Room
Student Led Conferences
This is a time for students to think about: What do I want
to share? Why do I want to share it? What have I
learned? Why is it important? What do I want my
parents to notice?
Another group has gone to the other end of the timeline,
exploring early human beings from the Paleolithic to the
Neolithic eras. Luka spent some time using our flint
knapping materials to create Paleolithic tools, after
watching about six Youtubes on safety and techniques.
A group of Year 4 and 5 students prepared and
performed a play on the Solutreans, coming up with their
own typically gruesome solution to the mystery of why
this people died out (they ate each other).
Plays have had a good run this term, as another group did
a play on types of bacteria, having them travel from the
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I am so proud of all the children and how they prepared
themselves to show and talk about their learning. The
feedback from families, so far, has been that it was a
positive experience for parents and children. So
congratulations to everyone for the hard work and effort
this term.
It has been a pleasure to ‘fill in’ for Kat. Thank you for all
your support, positivity and learning this term.
Slán go fóill,
Martina.

Cycle 3 Student Led Conferences

Cycle 2 Book Week Photos

Father’s Day Night

Cycle 3 learning
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Whole School News
Barrowthon - 19-20 October 2019

Regional Gymnastics Competition

Beechworth Montessori is again in the Barrowthon for
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th October 2019.
https://www.mycause.com.au/events/beechworthbarr
owthon

On the 8th September three BMS students (past and
present) represented the Indigo Gymnastics Club. We
competed at the North East Victoria Regional Gymnastics
competition. We are all super proud of how we went
because we won and in November we are going to
compete in the Victorian Gymnastics Championships in
Melbourne. The team was made up of Lexi Cunningham
from Moonstone, Elodie Dahlenburg (graduated from
Tigereye last year) and Georgie Sockett (me) from
Tigereye. It was fantastic to win but even if we didn’t win
it was still great to take part, not sure how we will do in
the competition in Melbourne but we are going to try our
hardest but most importantly have fun.
Georgie

The team is raising funds for lama Migi Kaziw Mudh (Yam
Island Little Children’s House). Yam Island was
traditionally known as lama, meaning turtle back island.
The centre’s early learning program is based on
Montessori philosophy.
Jump online and register under our team:
Sponsor me in Beechworth Montessori School in
Barrowthon 2019 for Iama Migi Kaziw Mudh (Yam Island
Little Children’s House) Torres Strait
Keep an eye on your parent pocket for a form to fill out
and assist Penny and Helen to plan the walkers, joggers,
and runners for this year. If you have any questions,
please contact either:
pennyeveringham@hotmail.com 0450 830 395 or
hellensellar@yahoo.com 0427 273 221
Everyone will be able to join in and walk with the barrow
at a few locations to support the event: Beechworth
Bakery at the start; in Myrtleford from the Butter Factory
to the Kiln Café; and as the barrow arrives in Porepunkah
on Saturday afternoon. Runners and joggers will be
required both Saturday and Sunday.
Camp sites (powered) are being held for our team at the
Porepunkah Bridge Holiday Park. Families need to phone
03 5756 2380 to book and pay for their site. Just let them
know
you
are
with
our
school
group.
http://porepunkahbridge.com.au/
More details early next term – 1 month to train.

Clothes Racks needed for School play
We are on the lookout for 4 clothes racks to hang
clothes/props on for the upcoming school production. If
you have one that we could borrow it would be much
appreciated.

Donation Thank You.
Thank you to the Chabaud family for their kind donation
of a brand new sandwich press for our Tigereye room. It
was welcomed with open arms and will be well used.
Thank you so much.
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Community Notices

FREE Community Screening of 2040. Register via the
Eventbrite links below.
Beechworth Friday 20th Sept,
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/69826596229
Rutherglen Saturday 19th October,
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/69827601235
Yackandandah Saturday 7th December,
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/69827681475
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Dear parents of BMS,
in the first two days of the spring school holidays, we are
inviting your daughters to discover and connect with their
gifts and talents and develop powerful relationships with
themselves and others. Please contact Dannielle or
Katja if you would like to know more about this wonderful
girls retreat.

Navy Cadets
Now Recruiting
Becoming a Navy Cadet means making new friends, being part
of a team that values you and experiencing challenges that will
develop your potential as a leader. Adventure and fun are the
key ingredients for all camping, water sports and team challenge
activities. Navy Carers learn how to sail, navigate and gain skills
in everything from IT, communications, cooking and first aid to
drill and seaman ship.

Cadets from 13 years old
Just turn up & try it out
Fridays 1800 – 2130
TS Albury
Building 915 Gaza Barracks, South Bandiana
Phone – 0422 4555 582
Email – Camilla.webb@navycadets.gov.au
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