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  TUESDAY 20th AUGUST 2019 - Term 3 Week 6 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
Child safety 

 

If you find yourself in a dilemma with a sleeping or unwell child in the car and you 

have to pick up another child at kinder or school, we can offer our help. Give us a 

call on 57 282 940 and one of our staff will bring your child to you in the carpark. 

Please never leave a child unattended in a car in the school car park. 

 

Respectful relationships education 

 

Our school has been selected (through an expression of interest process) as a LEAD 

school and having the capacity to model good practice to lead and mentor partner 

schools to implement a whole-school approach to Respectful Relationships. 

 

The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools 

have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family violence for future 

generations. Taking a whole school approach is about embedding a culture of 

respect and equality across our entire school community, from classrooms, to 

school and social events.  

 

Together we will be making this journey, as a community, to work in partnership to 

prevent violence and promote gender equality and respectful relationships. 

Melissa, Director of Amethyst, has recently attended professional learning for 

Building Respectful Relationships in Early Childhood and I am attending PD on 

behalf of the school in early September, after which we will commence whole 

school planning. There will also be opportunities for interested parents/families to 

be involved in this process. More information to come. 

 

Lastly, I will be away from Tuesday 9th September returning on Tuesday 24 

September. It is extremely rare for me to be away during the school term however 

this is a once of a life time event to attend my niece’s wedding in Brooklyn, New 

York. While I am away the point of contact for Early Years enquiries and questions 

is Tameeka while the primary school is Ben. I would like to thank our Committee of 

Management, who provide me with tremendous support in this role of Principal, 

and who have approved this leave. Please know I will be available during the school 

holidays if you would like to catch up. 

 

Regards, Susi 

 

Newsletter 
03 5728 2940 

  info@bms.vic.edu.au 

  www.bms.vic.edu.au 

 

2019 Term Dates: 

Term 3 15 July – 20 September 

Term 4 7 October – 13 December 

2020 Term Dates: 

Term 1 30 January – 27 March 

Term 2 14 April – 26 June 

Term 3 13 July – 18 September 

Term 4 5 October – 15 December 

 

 

In this edition 
 Page 2 – Cycle 1 News 

 Page 3 - Cycle 2 News    

 Page 4, 5, 6 – Cycle 3 News 

 Page 6, 7 – Whole School News 

 Page 7, 8 - Community Notices 

  

 

 What’s on this term 

Cycle 2 & 3 Book Week Dress 
Up  Friday 23 August (Come 
along dressed as your favourite 
book character to celebrate 
reading and literature).  

Athletics Carnival       
Wednesday 28 August 

Father’s Day Evening            
Thursday 29 August 5-6pm 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Week commencing 9 September 

Term 3 ends Fri 20 September 
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Cycle 1 News 

 

 

Intergenerational Learning Program 

This was the first time two of our children had visited the 

Beechworth Aged Care facility, so before we left we sat 

down and talked about what to expect and how to 

interact with the residents. We eagerly boarded the bus 

with huge grins and there was laughter as the bus went 

over the speed bumps. When we walked into Stringybark 

Lodge, the lounge was empty and the children looked 

around in confusion, but began working as the activities 

were set up. The room soon began to fill, and the children 

made room for the residents to sit alongside them. Eric 

and one of the children bonded over the playdough, 

making intricate creatures together, with Eric 

reminiscing about using plasticine as a child. Two 

children invited Elizabeth and Ronis to join in their 

painting activity and the women were very impressed 

with the care taken, asking if we do a lot of art at school. 

June and one of the children read book after book 

together, while other children moved around to work 

with various residents. Some of the residents were kept 

entertained with the dominoes as towers were built and 

piles went crashing down. It was lovely to see the 

confidence the children displayed, the respectful 

interactions, and even the sharing of morning tea as 

some of the children offered their fruit to their elderly 

buddies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halve Waste Incursion 

Karen from Halve Waste visited as part of our unit on 

reducing the waste that goes into landfill. The children 

participated in the Bin Smart program, identifying what 

waste is, where it comes from, where it goes, and its 

effect on the environment. The children sorted pieces of 

waste according to the bin it goes in, and had fun popping 

the objects into the small wheelie bins. Finally, the 

children learnt about the alternatives to landfill such as 

recycling, giving away or donating goods, and 

composting.  
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Cycle 2 News 

 

From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms

Cycle 2 has continued to enjoy our regular visits to the 

Library where we have listened to stories; discovered 

where to find books on invertebrates and on other things 

we love, in addition to learning about how a library 

works. Library visits have also given everyone the 

opportunity to practice being an ambassador for the 

school. 

We have also been busy making Father’s Day presents 

(shhhh!), learning more about different invertebrates, 

challenging ourselves in our daily work and learning to 

manage our time. 

Peer Support has been an inclusive way of learning about 

‘bullying’. Cycle 3 students have been leading us each 

week in learning about what bullying is, what it might 

look like, what to do if you experience it and what role 

we all play in making sure it doesn’t happen in our school, 

to anyone. 
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Cycle 3 News 

 
 

Drama / Performance 
The play has been a great source of interest in recent 

weeks.  We have chosen to do a children’s version of 

Midsummer Night’s Dream.  The first step was listening 

to the story of Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Then, in 

Week 4, we had an initial read-through of the script in 

Shakespearian English, which we enjoyed. Along the way, 

some of the readers started throwing themselves into 

their parts, sparking off each other – the whole play came 

alive.  It was fantastic!  We are so proud of how the 

students participated and how enthusiastic they are in 

moving forward. They also picked three teams they 

would like to work on (such as publicity or props). 
 

Then there were the auditions last week.  The process of 

auditioning was arduous! The panel organised a scene 

and had people read and memorise their part. Then the 

panel focused on a few people to continue and review. A 

great number of aspiring actors prepared assiduously. 

This was followed by tremendous excitement on Friday, 

when the acting roles were announced.  Happily, 

everyone who wanted to act got a chance, as there are 

plenty of characters in this play.   
 

This week, the other teams (publicity, props, 

lighting/sound, dance and costumes) were announced, 

so all students will now be setting to work on the play.  

Of course, part of the process is sometimes not getting 

exactly what you want, then being able to move on and 

into your next choice. Special thanks to Dannielle Bell, 

who has taken on the big work of directing the 

production, and to Amber, Asha and the students who 

helped to match actors to roles in the auditions. 
 

There will be a lot of work, discussion and reflections 

over the coming weeks, including preparations in Cycles 

1 and 2 for their roles in the production. Thank you for 

your support in this enormous whole school undertaking.  

 

 

 

 

 

Social enterprise 
Number crunching occupied our social enterprise 

students last week! With money boxes being returned 

from our first trading day, students tallied up revenue, 

paid back ‘loans’ and deliberated about what to do with 

their ‘profits’ so far – Reinvest in the business? Make 

their first charitable donation? From here on we’ll go into 

‘production mode’ in preparation for our next trading 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peer Support  
Year 6 have a lot on this term.  Besides the play, in which 

many have major roles, they are running Peer Support 

sessions each Tuesday.  The general theme this year is 

bullying – what is it and how to prevent it.  Having 

prepared the day before, the Year 6 (and some Year 5) 

students disperse to deliver their session to a mixed age 

group of 12-13 students and then come back together to 

share and discuss their experiences.  Some breeze 

through their sessions, coming back buzzing about how 

well it went, while others, who had a tough session that 

week or who find it not so easy – not everybody likes 

being in charge of a group or standing up in front of 

others – come back full of tales about the ‘interesting’ 

behaviours they had to manage.  As usual, teachers are 

amused when the students most likely to talk out of turn 

in class are outraged about younger students who keep 

talking during the session! 



Page 5 of 8 

From the Topaz Room 

This term, the Year 6 students have chosen to take on a 

special responsibility in the school or broader 

community.  Rayne and Rosie go to work in Cycle 1 every 

two weeks: Rayne to give dance lessons to a group of 

Cycle 1 students; and Rosie to help out with anything and 

everything as needed.  Louis is on call to help round the 

school with technical issues (when we can’t get 

computers/movies/music to work) and also goes out 

each Monday afternoon to participate in robotics at 

Beechworth Secondary and then to work on computer 

repair.   

Every second Friday afternoon, Topaz has a community 

meeting where the class can discuss any issues that have 

arisen.  Students prepare a blackboard agenda to which 

any student can add their issue; someone volunteers to 

chair the meeting (a sought-after position, despite the 

difficulties of keeping the students quiet); and another 

student takes the notes, recording what’s been decided.  

Both the teachers and the students can raise issues, and 

it’s fascinating seeing how many issues do get raised and 

how intensively they are debated, with multiple different 

views and ideas being put, before the whole group 

(including the teachers) votes on what should be done.   

In art this term, we are focusing on Egyptian art.  We 

started with a Powerpoint taking us through the 

discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb and the amazing 

treasure in it.  The students then made a list of what they 

would want to take with them into the next life, if they 

had one.  Some were very specific about their 

requirements – ‘car’ didn’t cut it; it had to be a 2019 

Maserati Quattroporte GTS GranLusso RWD; we don’t 

just need a ‘laptop’ – an Alienware M17 (‘designed for 

intense gaming’) is required.  One student wanted 

5,009,999,999,999,999,997 snakes, a supernova and 

macaroni, among other things.  From this list of vital 

needs, they selected a few to turn into hieroglyphics.  

The following week, older students observed how 

Egyptians drew people and tried drawing each other that 

way.  Gurgles of laughter in the room can often be traced 

to those engaging in Egyptian portraiture – one student 

posing in a corner of the classroom, with an artist seated 

before them, drawing industriously, and several 

observers chuckling over the artist’s shoulder.  In the 

meantime, younger students have been drawing plans 

and measurements for building a pyramid of their own 

using plaster bricks.  It’s certainly been a lot of fun so far! 

From the Tigereye Room 

We are busy as always. Science is divided into two groups 

with some exploring magnets & electricity and another 

group finding out about simple machines. So far this has 

involved seeing how batteries work, we attempted to 

make a lemon battery. What has to happen to make a 

circuit, making diagrams and testing out our hypothesis? 

There are some students working together to make a 

trebuchet which involved drawing a plan, making a list of 

materials, figuring out what resources you need and 

finally managing your time so you got to the woodwork 

room to build, problem solve and work as a team. 

Our writing classes are interesting, some students are 

focusing on poetry, and some are developing characters 

for a myth, while others are using puppets as a stimulus 

for adding detail to their writing. I am so proud of the 

positive attitudes that are displayed during our sessions.  

Geometry has proved a challenge for all of us.  Some 

students are working on parts of quadrilaterals and have 

just started figuring out how that knowledge can assist 

with finding the perimeter and the area of a four sided 

figure. Others have used that knowledge to extend into 

finding the area of a triangle. We are now working on 

figuring out if it is it the same for every triangle. 

Gardening is proving a relaxing activity, with students 

spending time caring for and improving our outdoor 

environment. Last week we were repurposing a ‘retired’ 

cycle 1 play structure into a tiered herb garden. 
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Cycle 3 Peer Support Training Update 
 
Session 5 - Know your rights  

Our Peer Support session in Stronger Together this week looks closely at the rights of each individual in relation to bullying 
and harassment. It looks at a range of techniques to support those being bullied and encourages them and the bystanders 
to take action. Parents of participating students could talk with their child about what they would do if it happened to 
them  

Session 6 - Make a choice  

Our Peer Support session in Stronger Together next week provides for a series of problem solving and decision making 
activities to analyse how and why we make the choices we do. It considers aspects of safety and a moral sense of purpose 
about why we should seek to support others and look more deeply into how our decisions can have a bigger impact than 
we first thought. 
 

Whole School News 

 

Italian Classes 
In the last few weeks in our Italian classes we have been 
doing more speaking activities especially in cycle 3. With 
the help of Asha we have been practicing our Italian skills 
in groups with questions and answers in the target 
language.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga Update 
Katja will be commencing her yoga sessions in the BMS 
hall this term.  If you would like to participate please 
contact Katja to book your place.   
Classes for the 4 – 6 year age group are held on Tuesdays 

from 8am to 8.45am (a parent/guardian needs to be 
present for this age group). 
Classes for the 7 – 12 year age group are held after school 
from 3.30-4.15pm. 
Bookings are essential.  

Email k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au or call 0407810604 

for more information or to book.  

Course fee: Casual $13 or 5 week full course fee $50. 

 
Athletics Carnival 
The school athletics carnival is coming up on Wednesday 
the 28th of August.  The timetable of events is as follows: 
Cycle 3 only will participate in the following morning 
events: 
9.30 – 10.30am - Running events 
10.30 – 12.00pm - Field events 
12.00 – 12.45 - Lunch 
After lunch Cycle 2 and Prep classes will be joining Cycle 
3 at the oval. 
12.45 – 1.15pm - Cycle 2 running events 
1.20pm - Prep running race 
1.30 – 2.10 - Throwing and running activities 
Cycle 3 students will take hula hoop throwing, vortex and 
foam dart throwing, a running activity and a jumping 
activity.   
2.10 – 2.30 - Whole School relays 
 
Spectators are very welcome. 
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Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews are coming up in Week 9 of this term.  

Cycle 1 times can be booked at the sign in desks when booking sheets become available. 

Times for Cycle 2 and the Cycle 3 Topaz Room are listed below and can be booked by filling in the booking sheet 

in the Cycle 2 & 3 Foyer or contact the office with your time request via email feonar@bms.vic.edu.au or phone 

03 5728 2940. 

Cycle 3 Tigereye will be having Student Lead Conferences on Wednesday 11th September between 2pm & 3pm. 

Please check your emails for further information and ensure you RSVP by 6/9 to Martina.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Notices 

  
 

 

 Moonstone 

Nicola 

15 minutes 

Turquoise 

Ben 

15 minutes 

Topaz 

Alison 

15 minutes 

Monday 9/9  3.30pm – 5pm 3.30pm – 5pm 3.30pm – 5.00pm 

Tuesday 10/9 3.30pm – 5pm 3.30pm – 5pm  3.30pm – 5.00pm 

Wednesday 11/9 3.30pm – 5.30pm 3.30pm – 5pm  

Thursday 12/9   3.30pm – 5.00pm 

Friday 13/9    
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