TUESDAY 6th AUGUST 2019 - Term 3 Week 4

Newsletter
A Note from Susi
Child Safety
As children come to and from school, it’s important that we model road safe
behaviour. To help keep our children safe, please be aware and take extra care
during these busy times. In the car park, please model walking on the footpath with
your child/ren to and from the car. Be aware that children can be unpredictable
and difficult to see.
Parents/carers are responsible for children riding to and from school. Children
under the age of twelve may ride on footpaths as may a supervising adult. Generally
speaking, children under the age of twelve do not have the neuro-physiological and
psychological development to cope with complex traffic situations on their own.
Please be aware that Albert Road is a very steep hill and depending on your
child/ren’s cycling skills and experience, they may require adult supervision.
Excessive speed and lack of control on this hill can result in serious accidents and
injuries.
Community partnerships
Thank you to our parents/grandparents/carers and the wider community for your
incredible support for our children at Beechworth Montessori. Your engagement
with the school helps each child to build a sense of belonging to their community.
A special thank you to:
 Jayne Young for donating coffee to “Kefe” and explaining all things ‘coffee’
to the boys.
 Nikki Munroe and Amber Croft, who helped the students plant over 100
native plants, on National Tree Day.
 Brett Langford for installing finger door protection guards in early years
(a painstakingly fiddly job!)
 Nick Warwick-James for landscaping, improving the courtyard and Ruby
Room playground.
 Quentin Pfahlert for revamping the Cycle 1 sandpit.
 All of the parents and grandparents who volunteer their time regularly
every week, listening to children read, assisting with cooking programs,
supervising sewing projects and much more.
 The Committee of Management, who volunteer their time to govern our
school.

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2019 Term Dates:
Term 3 15 July – 20 September
Term 4 7 October – 13 December
2020 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 27 March
Term 2 14 April – 26 June

In this edition
Page 2 – Early Years News
Page 3, 4 - Cycle 1 News
Page 5 – Whole School News
Page 6 – Peer Support Training
Page 6, 7, 8 - Community Notices

What’s on this term
Family Movie Night
Friday 9 August
PUPIL FREE DAY Mon 12 August
Book Week Dress Up
Friday 23 August
Father’s Day Evening
Thursday 29 August 5-6pm
Term 3 ends Fri 20 September

Congratulations, to Louie and Ted Year 6 Social Enterprise students, for their
successful grant application to Beechworth & District Community Bank Branch, to purchase a fully automatic coffee
machine. Come along and enjoy a coffee this Friday morning in the foyer. “Kefe” - raising funds for the children in Yemen.
Regards, Susi
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Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Welcome to Term 3, the weeks are flying already! We
would like to welcome the new families whose children
have started the educational program. We are delighted
to guide your children’s Montessori learning journey.
Again we have started the term with lots of happy faces,
very keen children who are ready to keep on learning. It
has been very exciting for them to see their friends after
the winter break. We have started this planning cycle
focusing on the theme “The Farms”. The Beechworth
community is very lucky to be surrounded by productive
farmland. A few children who attend the care program
are directly involved in the farm life, others have the
chance to visit relatives and friends who own a farm and
some other children just love farm animals. We have set
activities related to the topic across most areas of the
curriculum, but they love when we read stories or make
funny animal noises and sing songs during circle time.
Last week we started to see some glimpses of sunshine
which is very welcome. Children are loving being able to
spend some time outdoors now that the temperature is
becoming more amicable. This allows us to take some
classroom activities outdoors as well and take in some
much needed vitamin D.
A reminder to parents, if possible, to keep supplying the
wet bags to send soiled and wet clothes home. They are
extremely useful especially when the whole community
is trying to use less plastic.
Another reminder is to keep children in appropriate
clothing; it is still cold so we still wear jackets while
outdoors. August is a season that changes quickly. There
are also still cold and flu symptoms around, so keep
children safe and be aware of those sickness symptoms.
From Ruby Room staff.

Page 2 of 8

Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
NAIDOC Celebrations

Cooking

As part of our ongoing NAIDOC celebrations, and our
commitment to learning more about Indigenous culture,
Brett brought in some of his Aboriginal artefacts to share
with the children. Brett first gave an acknowledgement
to Country before passing his artefacts around. The
children were fascinated with how long the spear was,
and eagerly tried to balance a coolamon on their heads.

We have made cauliflower soup during our cooking
lesson. We combined veggie stock, potatoes, cauliflower
and nutmeg in a large saucepan and put it on the stove
to boil for 20 minutes. While we were waiting for the
soup to cook, we made scones to dip into our soup. We
took the saucepan off the heat and blended until it was
smooth and then stirred in the sour cream and cheese.
We took the scones out of the oven and served the soup.
We all tasted the cauliflower soup. Most of us ate it all
up and some went back for seconds.
Kitchen ‘Instruments’
A big thank you to Ty, who spent time on Friday hanging
pots, pans and other bits and pieces from our A-frame.
The sound of ringing and chiming is music to our ears as
the children eagerly wait for their turn to hit the
assortment of metal objects using a wooden spoon.

Outside Play
It is interesting observing the children as they engage in
the outdoor area. Some are happy to explore the
playground on their own, while others seek out their
peers. The new children are busy exploring the different
pieces of equipment, learning the routine of packing up
when they hear the ship bell ring, then moving to the
waiting seat to return indoors.
The weather this term has ranged from cold and misty or
rainy, to warm sunshine, but the children continue to
engage with everything in the yard. Many projects have
been undertaken in the playground, including: spreading
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soft fall around the fort; raking and sorting out the
sandpit after Quentin removed the rotting logs;
relocating the mud kitchen, moving pot plants; moving
the rocks from the path in the courtyard to complete the
dry creek path in our playground; putting found worms
in our garden, and installing post protectors around the
verandah poles.
The children have been involved in imaginary games,
which include lots of running around the playground, so
we reintroduced games on the artificial grass area to
ensure the safety of all children. The boxes and masking
tape have resulted in huge and amazing constructions,
cubby houses were made using sheets and chairs, and
games with the tea set and dolls are always popular. The
children were finding the bike riding area a little
confining, so the doll house and planter box were moved
to make more room to zoom around on the trikes and
scooter. As always, the fort, slide and sandpit have been
in constant use.

Intergenerational Learning Program
Over the holidays Tameeka called the manager of the
Beechworth Aged Care facility to reflect on the first term
of the Intergeneration Learning Program. She told
Tameeka that all staff are very positive and supportive of
the program, and added that the residents look forward
to the children coming. They both agreed that the
program is very beneficial for all involved. The dates for
Term 3 visits are confirmed (24/7/19, 7/8/19, 21/7/19,
4/9/19, 18/9/19) and their mini-bus is booked to pick us
up.
We began our second term of the Intergenerational
Learning Program in Acacia Lodge. This visit we played
games, squished playdough in our hands, made snow
flakes and put them on the windows, painted with the
water colours and made fish, which the children gave to
the residents as a present. There were a lot of residents
waiting for us when we arrived, this did not bother the
children. They walked in smiling, saying hello and waited
for activities to be set up. The play dough is a great
sensory activity the children and residents can play with
together, the painting continues to be an excellent
activity for interacting and working together, the staff
really liked the idea of putting the snowflakes on the
window for the residents to enjoy after we have gone.
There was a suggestion that we play simple card game
such as snap and fish and also an idea that the children
bring show and tell to share 1:1 with residents.
We have been overwhelmed with the support and
interest families have shown towards this program.
There have been requests from parents of children in
Cycle 2 and 3 for their child to participate because they
want their child to visit a family member or friend who is
a resident. We look forward to this partnership growing
stronger and expanding into other projects.
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Whole School News
Social Enterprise Launch
Our Year 6 Social Enterprise students had their first taste of
trading when they launched their products and services in the
school foyer on Friday 26th July. Thank you to everyone who
attended. Their stalls were very well received. There will be
more trading days to come. Stay tuned……

Movie Night
Rosie has organised a movie night for her Social
Enterprise project. The movie night is happening
this Friday in our hall at 5.00pm. Tickets are $5 per
child (which includes free popcorn) and parents
are free. Popcorn is available for parents to
purchase for $2.00 per bag. If you would like to
buy a ticket please phone 03 5728 2940 or pop
into Topaz and ask to speak to Rosie. See back
page for more information.

Tuning in to kids
The Tuning in to Kids 5 week course that we
advertised last term will unfortunately not be
going ahead. We have been advised that Gateway
Health are looking at running a course in
Beechworth in the future. We will keep you
informed as any information comes to hand.

Book Club catalogues have been distributed.
Catalogue orders close on Monday the 12th
August. You may order online or at the office.
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Cycle 3 Peer Support Training Update
Session 3 - Including others
Our session this week considers the relationships that students develop and how they can change over time. It looks at
the role they play in contributing to these relationships and how the use of power, trust and honesty can change a
relationship. Parents of participating students might like to talk about the different relationships that you have or their
relationships with family and other friends outside school.
Session 4 - Make the change
Our session next week encourages students to identify any behaviours or actions they feel are unhealthy in self and others.
Skill building in identifying behaviours, inclusive practice and developing empathy assist students to transition into making
positive decisions to change. This might be an opportunity for parents of participating students to remind your child about
when they have handled change well and their skills they could use.

Community Notices
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Yoga @ BMS is back!

Young Spirit Yoga offers family yoga for 4 – 6 year old
BMS students and their families. 😊
Share the joy of learning the art of yoga, meditation and
relaxation with your child!
Join a 5 week course in term 3 (20/8, 27/8 , 3/9, 10/9,
17/9) for children 4 – 6 years together with a family
member or guardian on Tuesdays from 8 am to 8.45
am, starting on 20 August.
Bookings prior course date are essential.
Email k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au or call mobile
0407810604 for more information or to book.
Course fee: Casual $13 or 5 week full course fee $50.
Namasté!
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REMINDER:
Monday the 12th of August is a Pupil Free Day.
Beechworth Montessori will be closed
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