TUESDAY 23rd JULY 2019 - Term 3 Week 2

Newsletter
A Note from Susi

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
2019 Term Dates:
Term 3 15 July – 20 September
Term 4 7 October – 13 December
2020 Term Dates:
Term 1 30 January – 27 March
Term 2 14 April – 26 June

Welcome to Term 3
This Friday you are invited to join us for National Tree Day, an annual, national
event where communities come together to get their hands dirty planting native
plants to create habitat and food for birds and animals. Our school has been
fortunate to receive 120 native plants, a mix of grasses, vines, shrubs and small
trees, to plant on site by the children. Thank you to Nikki Munroe, for submitting
an expression of interest to the Indigo Shire Council requesting plants for this
important event.
In addition, this Friday morning, our Year 6 students are holding a trade show in
the foyer, to launch their social enterprise businesses. This is a brilliant opportunity
for the students to spruik their products and social causes to you – our community
of parents, carers and families. The students are keen to receive feedback about
their businesses and are hoping to make their first sale! One business, Kafir,
proprietors Louis and Ted, were successful in a community grant application to
Bendigo Bank to purchase a fully automatic coffee machine and will be in training
serving coffee from 8.30 – 9.30 am.
So why not pop in, grab a coffee, browse the social enterprise stalls and help plant
a tree!
For NAIDOC week, each classroom is celebrating aspects of the history, culture and
achievements of Indigenous people through various activities. I have been
researching possibilities for Aboriginal engagement with descendants of local
Aboriginal people in Beechworth and surrounding area. We would like to embark
on a longer term project, rather than a once off event, to understand and learn
more about Indigenous culture and connections to Country. If you have any
contacts in this area or would like to be involved please let me know.
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What’s on this term
National Tree Planting Day
Friday 26 July 9-12pm
Social Enterprise Trading Day
Friday 26 July 8.30-9.30am
PUPIL FREE DAY Mon 12 August
Book Week Dress Up
Friday 23 August
Father’s Day Evening
Thursday 29 August 5-6pm
Term 3 ends Fri 20 September

Do we have someone keen to take on the organisation of a school Barrowthon
team this year, to raise funds and awareness for a cause of our choice?
The Barrowthon is for friends and families who want to share the load for someone doing it tough. By pushing a
wheelbarrow 88kms from Beechworth to Mount Buffalo, teams raise funds and awareness for a cause of their choice. The
journey over two days will take you from Beechworth along roads and rail trails to the finish line at the peak of Mount
Buffalo.
In 2017 the school Barrowthon team raised over $5000 for the Murray Valley Sanctuary Refugee Group in Albury.
Looking forward to wonderful term ahead.
Regards, Susi
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Cycle 1 News
NAIDOC Celebrations in Cycle 1
This year the theme for NAIDOC week was Voice. Treaty.
Truth. These were the three key elements to the reforms
set out in the Uluru Statement from the Heart. These
reforms represent the unified position of First Nations
Australians. And with 2019 being celebrated as
the United Nations International Year of Indigenous
Languages, it’s time for Australia’s Indigenous knowledge
to be heard through their voice. In our classrooms the
children have drawn and labelled traditional sand
symbols and made up their own stories using these
symbols.

The children have listened to creation stories and
traditional ceremonial songs and they have watched
short clips to experience Indigenous people speaking
their language. In the art area the children have sprayed
white paint over their hands to replicate some of the
handprints found in traditional rock art, they have
practiced dot painting the meeting place symbol, they
have painted cross hatched pictures and they have made
monoprints of various sand symbols. The children have
handled yinindi beans, worn necklaces, played the
clapsticks, held boomerangs and prepared a coolamon
for a baby doll to sleep in.

In the afternoon program the children learnt about
Bunjil the eagle, they watched a clip of the creation
story, we read a picture book and listened to a song
before working with the story of Bunjil and Waa.
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The children began by using puppets and props to first
tell this story. Each time we read through the story we
removed a puppet or prop and replaced it with a
symbol until all we had only symbols to tell the story.
The children then drew the symbols themselves.

Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
The beginning of term 3 has seen many changes across
Cycle 2. We have begun our studies on the vast world of
the invertebrates. The children have been fascinated to
learn that over 95% of all our animal species fall into this
category! They have also discovered that the humble sea
sponges, (Porifera), are not only very efficient at filtering
water and reproducing, but they are also thought to be
the oldest creatures on Earth with fossils dating back to
640 million years ago!
Turquoise are exploring Australia whilst Moonstone will
be learning about Europe in our time of learning about
different continents, people, cultures and countries.
Please encourage your children to think about what they
might bring in for ‘show and tell’ that could further enrich
the children’s exploration of these amazing and unique
parts of our world.
Friday’s have begun our Library tours with the older Cycle
2 children already having enjoyed a visit to the
Beechworth Library and our younger students scheduled
to attend the Library this Friday. Reading groups,
cooking, Italian and music have also begun and both
Cycle 2 classes have had the delight of welcoming a new
student each into our midst. Welcome Charlie C. and
Max!
Children learnt about NAIDOC week last week,
celebrating with class discussions on what is ‘Country’
and then exploring dot paintings. This week begins the
‘Peer Support’ series run by our Cycle 3 students,
supported by the teaching staff. It will be interesting to
see and hear the students develop their understanding
and responses to the topics that will be raised through
this important unit.
We look forward to sharing more of our learning journey
shortly!
Ben and Nicola
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Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
Peer Support
This term the Year 6 students, with some Year 5 helpers,
will be running 8 sessions on how to recognise and
respond to bullying. They will be working with mixed age
groups, made up of students from Prep through to Year
5.
In Week 1 of this term, the Year 6 students spent 2 full
days training for their role as Peer Leaders, doing
activities to develop their understanding of and skills in
areas such as communication, empathy, leadership, and
facilitation. To close their training, they practiced
facilitating an activity with the other Year 6 students,
which, as ever, was far more challenging than working
with most young children ever is! When Year 6 students
pretend to be younger children, they always choose the
most difficult possible characters!
Today, they were both excited and nervous to see who
their Peer Leader partner would be and which younger
children will be in their groups. The first Peer Support
session will be Tuesday of Week 2. Ask your children
about the session and, if you have a Year 5 or 6 student
in your family, give them your support as they take on
this leadership role. They will probably want to tell you
about the sessions – what went well and what didn’t –
and you will be able to help them with advice and ideas.

Winter Sports
On a grey but mild day last Friday, Cycle 3 attended the
Winter Sports, engaging with many other schools in
games of netball and soccer. Everyone supported each
other, with a couple of students filling in for absent
players in a game of soccer, as well as all their games of
netball! It was great to see their skills develop as they
went from game to game throughout the day.

Thank you to all the students for showing such
cooperation,
team
work,
organization
and
sportsmanship throughout the lead up and on the day
itself. Special thanks to Danielle Bell who came along for
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the day to help supervise and support the students. The
student verdict afterwards was that it was one of the
best Winter Sports days yet!

Here are some thoughts from the children during the
writing stimulus and after reading the ‘Uluru Statement’.
“I think they want a treaty because their land was never
given up. They listened to politicians and want a treaty
and think that Aboriginals should have some rights too.”
“Digeridoos, spears, clapping sticks, treaties, bulldozers,
disappear, flashing, painting, radio.”
“I think they were singing about how Aboriginals and
white people need to be equal and that a treaty should
be signed.”
“It is about Aboriginals that say they should have a treaty.
I agree with them.”
“They wanted a treaty; they never gave up their land; we
just invaded!”
“The people want a treaty to own some land because
they are the first owners.”
“[They should be] free, the Aboriginal owners of the land
of Australia.”
“Really talented and smart. There was a lot of paint on
their body. They seem like they are having a lot of fun.”

NAIDOC Week
To participate in NAIDOC, we have embraced ATSI
culture, exploring what we know, think and why that may
be so. Luckily, one student has personal experience of
living in a remote community, and has been sharing his
expertise.

“Aboriginal people should be treated better because
they are the traditional owners of the land. Captain Cook
just invaded.”
“I see Aboriginal people doing their traditional dancing
and it is very cool. I like their paintings.”
“I think they don’t want white people to take their
country. They want to be equal with white people.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jf-jHCdafZY
listen and watch for yourself.

Discussing what
we already know
about Traditional
Custodians.

Taking notes
when reading the
'Uluru Statement'
and discussing
our thoughts.

Listening to
'Yothu Yindi' as a
stimulus to
writing.

Listening to
stories.
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Cycle 3 Peer Support Training
Session 1 - Introducing our Peer Support Program
This week our students will commence our Peer Support
Program with Session 1 Feeling safe - Being me! For the
next 8 weeks they will be involved in groups of
approximately 8-10 students to work with two student
Peer Leaders and supervising teacher on Stronger
Together - a module that aims to support positive
relationships amongst students. Starting this week, we
will talk to students about their strengths and their
resilience. We will discuss positive relationships or
friendships and what to do if they experience harmful
and hurtful behaviours. Our Peer Leaders have been
trained and have planned their session using the
materials we have from Peer Support Australia that are
specially designed for student led sessions. Our
Supervising/Class Teachers will prepare students,
supervise sessions and check understanding at the end of
the session.
Our session this week includes activities for the members
of the group to get to know each other by using a range
of social skill interactions that promote diversity and
engagement in a sensitive yet productive manner. It also
establishes a safe learning environment where the peer
group feel able to join in, share and contribute to
developing a sense of belonging, to better protect
themselves from the effects of bullying. Find your safe
place.
Peer Support Australia provides reading and resources
specifically for parents.
Visit www.peersupport.edu.au and use the parent tab

Session 2 – Strong me
Next week our session encourages students to identify
their personal strengths as a key protective factor to
address bullying and looks at ways of utilising these
positive attributes to support themselves and others to
build resilience. Parents of participating students might
like to ask what they said or thought their strengths
might be and suggest some more.
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Pear 6 Peer Support Training – from the students
“Peer support training has helped me develop some of
my skills as a person and a friend. I have learned a lot
and there is still a lot more to learn. Thanks, Alison, for
helping us and setting us off for our journey.” Brianna
Walker
“I really enjoyed peer support training and dressing
Tyron (Tyler) in newspaper! LOL!” Rayne Skippen
“It has been great to learn new skills and tactics.”
Matilda Rahaley
“I really enjoyed the peer support training and I think it
really taught me some key tactics and how to get out of
tricky situations, not only for Peer Support but for life. I
can’t wait to run a Peer Support group.” Georgina
Sockett
“Some things I found challenging, but I mostly enjoyed
it.” Rosie Riddoch

Whole School News
Sporting Achievements
 State Cross Country
Congratulations to Eli Saunders who had a fantastic day
at the State Cross Country last Thursday. Eli came 40th
which was an awesome effort. His goal was to get top 50.
This is a photo of Eli and Gabe Humphries (from St
Joesph’s Primary) who has made it through the last 2
years as well. Even though they were competitors they
cheered and congratulated each other. It was such a
great show of sportsmanship. Well done Eli.

Anaphylaxis/ Asthma/ Allergy Reminder
We take seriously our responsibilities for the health and
wellbeing of all children. As part of our duty of care we
regularly update our policies and procedures around
anaphylaxis, asthma and allergies. All students with
anaphylaxis, asthma or allergy must provide us with an
Action Plan signed by a doctor and, an additional
requirement for anaphylaxis and asthma, an Individual
Management Plan signed by the parent/guardian.
We regularly check the expiry dates on student
medication which is stored at the school and we send
families a reminder if a child’s medication is nearing its
expiry date. Please note, it is the parent’s responsibility
to supply medication that is in date and to promptly
replace expired medication.
We are unable to
administer medication that is out of date.

Victorian Interschool Snow Sport Championships
Beechworth Montessori is putting the call out for any
students interested in participating in the 2019 Victorian
Interschool Snow Sport Championships over the week
19-25 August 2019 at Mount Buller. Events include
Alpine Giant Slalom, Ski Cross, Moguls, Snowboard Giant
Slalom, Snowboard Cross, Ski Slopestyle and Snowboard
Slopestyle. All costs including entry, lift passes and
accommodation will be the responsibility of individual
families. Further information about event details and
entry requirements is available at:
https://www.vicinterschools.com.au/
If you are interested, please let the office know ASAP!
The entry close date is the 5th of August.



Gymnastics

Well done to Lexi and Kate Cunningham and Georgie
Sockett who recently competed in a gymnastics
competition. They showed great qualities of focus,
dedication and team work and they achieved the
following results:
Lexi – Level 3 under age category. Bars 2nd, Beam 1st,
Floor 4th. Overall 1st place.
Georgie – Level 3 over age category. Bars 5th.
Kate – Level 4 Division 1 over age category. Vault 3rd,
Bars 3rd, Beam 4th, Overall 5th place.
A great effort by all three girls.


Scouting

Congratulations to Harvey Rivett who has reached a
milestone in a youth member’s Scouting journey by
earning the Joey Scout Promise Challenge. Great
work Harvey!
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Help the Tigers (From Daisy and Ruby- Turquoise).

If you would like to support the tigers, Daisy and Ruby will have a stall set up on Friday at the front of the school between
8.30-9.30am.

Community Notices
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Gateway Health - Parent & Relationship Education Programs – Term 3

