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2019 Term Dates:
Term 2 23 April – 28 June
Term 3 15 July – 20 September
Term 4 7 October – 13 December

A Note from Susi
Social Enterprise in Schools: Every Tuesday afternoon (well, most Tuesdays) Asha and
I have the pleasure of meeting with Year 6 Social Enterprise students. Supported by
the Australian Centre for Rural Entrepreneurship (ACRE), our students have
embarked on a ‘deep learning’ journey, as they navigate the complexities of starting
a social enterprise business. There is a lot going on behind the scenes. The students
are busily –





Designing products/services and linking to social causes.
Creating business names and logos.
Making prototypes, overcoming challenges and solving problems.
Working together as a team, offering constructive comments and steadily
gaining confidence.

One business has also submitted a grant application for the purchase of a quality
fully automatic coffee machine. Our school community will be the first to glimpse
these upcoming enterprises, early next term, at a trade show launch on National
Tree Planting Day, Friday 26 July. We will keep you posted!
Designing a sensory garden: Cycle 1 have received a grant from the Victorian Schools
Garden Program (VSGP), in the Independent Schools Victoria Sensory Garden Grant
category, to design and plant a sensory garden in their playground. Part of these
works include installing water pipes and taps, as well as providing learning
experiences for the children such as participating in designing the garden, selecting
sensory plants and planting them. We hope to build a garden for many children to
enjoy in the future.
Congratulations to our Cycle 3 cross country runners who competed in the Upper
Hume Division Cross Country at Willow Park in Wodonga last Friday. Eli, came 2nd in
his age group and Mya, 12th, both qualifying for the regional level competition and
will represent the school at the Regional Cross Country on Wednesday 19th June
2019 at Winton.
Warm regards
Susi
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What’s on this term
Tuning into Kids expressions of
interest due Fri 14 June
Meals on Wheels Fri 21 June
Fruit Fly Circus Performance
Thurs 25 July
Tigereye Ancient Greek Night
(Year 5 & 6) Wed 26 June
Last day of term. School
concludes at 2.15pm Fri 28 June

What’s on next term
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National Tree Day Fri 26 July
PUPIL FREE DAY 12 August

Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
The younger Cycle 2 children enjoyed an outing to Beechworth
Library, taking part in the National Simultaneous Story Telling week.
Younger primary aged children across the country are encouraged
to be part of this initiative to encourage literacy and a love of books.
Our children walked there and then received a letter from Ann, the
lovely teacher librarian at the library. The lesson was focused on the
Book ‘Alpacas with Maracas’, as it was with children all over
Australia. They got to sing some songs, a fairly new concept for me
in a public library, but the members of the public using the library
appeared to enjoy the children being there. The children were then
able to choose and borrow a book to take home on their library
card.
We look forward to starting a regular library visit, with Ann, for all
the Cycle 2 children next term.

Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye Room
Ancient Greece and Science Fair Night
On Wednesday the 26th of June (last week of term) at
5pm the year 5s and 6s are planning an Ancient Greek
night where many of the students are dressing up as
characters from Greek mythology and presenting
projects about these gods/goddesses. On the same night,
the Year 4s will present their science fair projects which
are focused on botany. We invite you all to come along
for this special night. Not only will you get to meet these
fascinating Gods and Goddesses but you will also be able
to watch the Fashion through the Ages fashion parade
and sample some Ancient Greek cuisine!
Around the classroom
Congratulations to Matilda R, Brianna, Georgie and Eli
who have recently completed maths work on the
trinomial cube. The algebra for this is a little bit
challenging but these guys nonetheless persisted with it
and had smiles on their faces at the end! Lino cut printing
has been very much enjoyed recently and this week,
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students are about to make their prints after spending
time designing and carving their patterns on the lino.
There has been all sorts of other wonderful work going
on around the classroom including the Year 6 magazine
starting to take shape with some interesting articles and
interviews, some lovely poetry from the year 4s and
some fascinating zoology work on invertebrates by some
of the Year 5s.

River Detectives
Our school is now part of the River Detectives program and we
have a water monitoring kit on loan to us from the Northeast
Catchment Management Authority. Each month some Tigereye
students visit our chosen site on Silver Creek (just near the bridge
near the hardware shop) and test the water quality using a range
of tests such as turbidity, pH, phosphorus and salinity. We also
checked the water for different species of macroinvertebrates. All
this information is then uploaded to the River Detectives website.
This program is now part of our ‘going out’ work and fits nicely into
our curriculum on work of water as well as zoology. Students have
also been learning about local catchments, looking at maps to see
how our local creeks eventually drain into other creeks and rivers
then into the Murray River.
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From the Topaz Room
In Topaz, one group of students has been busy making a
salt dough map of the world and labelling significant
locations, with the goal of using string to show some of
the voyages made in the course of discovering Australia.
After studying the social structures of the Aboriginal
peoples, Rayne allocated totems to each of her class
members, who enjoyed hearing the animal they
represented and why.
Many ecosystem/habitat
dioramas have been built, with research written up on
the nature of the habitat. You might have seen the
innovative fox habitat in the corridor, which requires you
to peer down a tunnel using a torch to see the foxes
slinking about their forest at night.
The Year 4 students enjoyed acting as blood cells
circulating around the body and through various sections
of the heart to the lungs and back. Two students
developed a game board, in which characters travelled
through the heart and body, encountering or avoiding
heart attacks or devastating injuries to get to the end;
they then enjoyed playing their game one afternoon.
Some members of the group which has been working
with simple machines branched out after their last lesson
on pulleys, worked with deliberately limited materials
(no glue guns!) to design their own machine with levers,
wheels, axles, inclined planes and/or pulleys. This has
been an absorbing task, drawing forth from the students
persistence and intense concentration.
Some Year 6 students successfully completed and
documented an experiment on the heating of land and
water- I’ve never managed to make this experiment
work, but they did! Another group are in the middle of a
longer term experiment tracing the effect of feeding
plants with plain water or water with nutrients added,
and have been attentively supplying the plants for a
couple of weeks. Having completed much of their work
on characteristics of leaves, one group went recently on
a botanical going out round the lake to find, draw and
identify the parts of leaves. Thanks to Nicki Munro who
accompanied them and added information from her own
store of ecological knowledge.
One of the last lessons given by our prac teacher,
Stephanie, was on three forms of animation – making flip
books, using Powerpoint and claymation, which involves
creating clay figures and photographing their gradual
changes. The class loved exploring these techniques, and
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made multiple flip books, a number of successful
Powerpoint animations showing bouncing balls or
crawling caterpillars, and one highly successful and
hilarious claymation sequence, using plasticine figures.
The children loved having Stephanie visit to teach with us
and we are all hoping she’ll return to work with the
school again when she finishes her teaching studies in
the near future.

Whole School News
Home Hardware Rewards Card
Home Hardware have supplied our school with some
loyalty cards to distribute to our families. Each
transaction will receive a 5% credit that we will be able
to use to put towards maintenance items; plants for
gardens; etc.
If you are interested in helping out
Beechworth Montessori School each time you make a
purchase from Home Hardware it’s easy. Just collect a
Home Hardware Card from the School office and then
have it scanned each time you make a purchase and 5%
of your purchase will be donated to our School.

Piano Lessons at Beechworth Montessori
Peter Benson is a full-time piano teacher. He has been
teaching piano for more than 30 years, 11 years of this
time at Beechworth Montessori School.
He has a Bachelor of Creative Arts in Composition and
Jazz Piano from the University of Wollongong. For many
years he has worked as a professional musician, as a solo
artist and in various band lineups. He is a qualified P-12
music teacher, and has also taught music at TAFE.
Peter teaches children and adults of all ages. He has had
success with teaching children with learning difficulties.
Some of his students have now gone on to pursue music
in a serious way, including working as professional
musicians.
For enquiries about Peter’s piano lessons at Beechworth
Montessori during school time, or after school, call or
text on 0411 127 335.

Yoga Update from Katja
There is one more Tuesday to come for yoga in the
morning, 8am (4-6 year olds) or in the afternoon (7-12
year olds) on the 18th June. There will be no yoga the last
week of term 2 and first week of term 3. A registration
form will need to be completed before your child
attends. If your child is interested please email
k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au
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Community Notices

Expressions of Interest for Term 3
Tuning into Kids: Emotionally Intelligent Parenting
5 weeks – 2 hours (aimed for children aged 2 – 10 years old)

Learn about:
 “emotion coaching” - helping children to understand and regulate their emotions.
 Responding to your children’s individual needs in ways that suit the child and the family.
 Problem solving and managing strong feelings.
 Using children’s emotional experiences as an opportunity for connection and teaching.
Session One
Normalising children’s behaviour
Emotional intelligence
Emotion Coaching
Having family fun
Friendship skills
Emotion Coaching skills
Session Two
Emotion Tuning
Meta-emotion exercise
Emotion dismissive and Emotion Coaching responses
Session Three
Spot the Emotion Coaching opportunity — optional
Developing empathy: the emotion detective
Being an Emotion Coach
Session Four
Being an Emotion Coach
Problem Solving
Coaching children to manage fears and worries
Session Five
Understanding your own anger
Responding to children’s anger
Coaching anger

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
To run the 5 week course next term at Beechworth Montessori expressions of interest are required.
Please select your preferences by placing a tick in the boxes below:
Morning session 9 – 11am
Afternoon session 1 – 3pm
Evening session 5 – 7pm

OR 6 – 8pm

Preference for day of the week (please circle):
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

*Please return to the office or form lodgment box by Friday 14th June.
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Friday

